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Queer  Notion 
confronts  sexism 

Internal  squabbles  facing  many  national  chapters  of 
the  activist  group  seem  particularly  acute  in  Boston 


By  Chris  Feelin’ 

BOSTON — Amid  charges  and 

countercharges  and  counter-counter  charges 
of  sexism  in  their  organization,  leaders  of  the 
non-hierarchical  direct  action  group  Queer 
Notion  have  decided  to  go  ahead  with  plans 
for  a  week-long  retreat  called  “Sexism:  What 
is  it,  can  we  stop  it,  and  do  we  want  to?”. 
Leaders  have  put  on  brave  faces  as  they  plan 
to  sequester  the  entire  membership  of  Queer 
Notion/Boston  in  a  downtown  Beantown 
(union,  if  possible)  hotel  in  an  effort  to 
confront  the  very  issue  that  threatens  to 
smash  the  year-old  group  to  smithereens.  At 
a  hastily  called  press  conference  at  the 
Marriot  Copout  Hotel,  several  of  the  group’s 
movers  and  shakers  came  together  to  explain 
the  retreat  as  well  as  the  problems  that  led  up 
to  it. 

Mike  Dronin,  founder/funder/press 
spokesperson  and  the  man  generally  regarded 
as  the  official  leader  of  the  collectively  run 
group  said,  “A  lot  of  the  people,  especially 
women,  feel  that  Queer  Notion  has  a  sexism 
problem.  This  is  not  necessarily  something  I 
felt  personally,  although  I  might  have.  But 
one  day  I  was  promoting  one  of  our 
upcoming  actions — or  demonstrations — by 
wheatpasting — or  putting  up  posters  in  a 
grassroots  manner.  At  that  moment,  the 
sexism  problem  really  hit  home  for  me.  I  was 
sticking  up  an  ad  for  our  WHEN  BASHERS 
WEAR  BAD  OUTFITS  demo  when  these 
two  horrible  queens  came  right  up  to  me  and 
said  'We  would  never  join  Queer  Notion 
because  we  hear  the  women  want  an  equal 
say  in  every  part  of  the  decision  making 
process.’  That  hurt  me  a  lot  on  a  personal 
level,  as  the  man  behind  the  movement.” 

Very  Waffles,  spokesleader  for  The 
Lesbian  Un-Invisibility  Ca-ca  of  QN/B,  said 


“The  time  has  come  for  certain  members  of 
Queer  Notion  to  realize  that  they  have  acted 
in  a  really  uncool  way  around  sexism  and 
stuff  like  that.  The  women  in  the  group  have 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  say  what  they  need 
to  say  and  to  feel  that  they  can  call  a  man  on 
his  shit  if  he — ” 

“Plus,”  said  Dronin,  “we  have  so  much 
important  work  to  do  that  we  really  have  to 
be  in  a  place  where  women  can  feel  like  they 
can  finish  a  sentence  without  being  shouted 
down.  The  guys  have  to  realize  that  the 
democratic  process  of  the  group  allows  them 
to  vote  down  anything  a  woman  says  without 
being  rude.” 

“Of  course,  rudeness  isn’t  the  only  point,” 
explained  Waffles’  twin  sister,  Generous 
Waffles.  “The  men  in  the  group  just  have  to 
realize  that  the  process  of  how  we  get  things 
done  is  almost  as  important  as  the  work  we 
do  around — ” 

“AIDS,”  said  Dronin.  “We  already  have 
one  epidemic,  the  medical  one  and  now  we 
have  this  epidemic,  the  sexism  one.  Plus,  we 
have  so  much  work  to  do  to  stop  gay  bashing 
in  the  South  End.” 

“Gay  and  lesbian  bashing,”  said  Waffles  I, 
“which  actually  occurs  everywhere,  not  just 
in  the  South  End.” 

“Exactly,"  said  Dronin,  “and  we  have 
these  boycotts  we  want  to  support  but  we’re 
always  so  busy  with  the  other  stuff,  I  mean, 
you  can  see  how  we  get  bogged  down.  We 
actually  had  to  plan  a  visibility  action  for 
Memorial  Day,  as  if  any  of  the  guys  would 
be  in  town  that  weekend,  because  we  were  so 
dam  busy  with  our  endless  discussions.” 

“Homophobia  never  takes  a  holiday,” 
interjected  Queer  Notion  member  Warner 
Bloomofftherose. 

Continued  endlessly 


At  last  we’re  ‘Queer 
Community  News’ 

Why  did  we  finally  make  the  move  that  so  many  naysayers 
claimed  was  inevitable?  An  editorial  explains  it  all  for  you 


we  want  Queer  Community  Sews  to  be  the 
hottest  cool  paper  on  the  planet. 

“Queer”  is  like  Earth  Day,  (the  ’90s 
version,  not  the  70s  version),  it’s  updated 
and  it’s  open  to  interpretation. 

’Queer”  used  to  be  a  taunt,  but  now  it’s  a 


By  the  QCN  Collective 

What  could  possibly  have  possessed  us. 
the  dykes  and  fags  who  have  worked  so  hard 
to  create  Gay  Community  News,  to  decide  to 
drop  that  seemingly  adequate  18-year-old 
name?  The  answers  seem  obvious  to  us,  but 
we  thought  we’d  offer  you  this  editorial 
way  of  explanation. 

"Queer”  is  a  really  trendy  word  right : 
and  we  like  that  about  it  Queer  boys  with  you  want  to  be  groovy,  you  have  to  agree, 
sideburns  and  queer  girls  in  leather  are  really  (“Queer”  turns  us  into  poets,  that’s  how  now 
big  on  using  the  word  “queer”  “queer”  is). 

“Gay”  and  “lesbian”  seem  so  dam  70s  in  Queer  Community  News  is  our  new  name, 
some  way,  while  “gay  and  lesbian”  positively  and  since  we  did  away  with  our  membership 

reeks  of  the  *80s,  the  decade  when  many  of  meetings  and  don’t  really  have  a  forum  in 
us  were  in  high  school.  which  you  can  override  our  collective 

“Queer”  is  happening,  it’s  short,  it’s  ’90s.  decisions,  there’s  really  nothing  you  can  do 
And  listen,  you  women’s  studies  alums  and  about  it.  So,  relax-  Don  t  worry,  be  queer, 
gay  lib  veterans:  we’re  ail  *90s  now—  See  related  story .  somewhere  else  in  this 
whether  you  like  it  or  not.  issue, 

“Queer”  is  corf  and  that  means  hot.  and 


WHi 


see  story  page  3 


‘Let  my  penis  come’ 

A  gay  male  journalist  bravely  confronts  double-reverse  sexism 
with  a  half  twist 


By  Kallous  Gaines 

WASHINGTON — A  gay  male  journalist 
has  filed  suit  against  organizers  of  the 
“Lesbians  of  Color  Solidarity  and 
Empowerment  Gathering”  for  banning  him 
from  the  woman-only  event 

“It’s  just  another  example  of  the 
homophobic  reverse  sexual  orientation 
discrimination  that’s  pervading  American 
society,”  said  Wrecks  Everything,  the  ousted 
syndicated  columnist.  “It’s  this  kind  of  thing 
that  leads  to  gay-bashing,”  added  Everything, 
whom  many  have  called  the  Maury  Pauvich 
of  gay  journalism. 

“That’s  bullshit,”  responded  Audry 
Saviore,  acclaimed  Black  lesbian  activist 
writer,  whose  lifework  was  the  centerpiece 
for  last  October’s  groundbreaking  telekinetic 
conference  “I  Hate  You,  Mister!” 

“I  thought  we  had  gotten  past  white  men’s 
entitlement  issues,”  said  Saviore.  “I  guess 
some  gay  men  are  as  threatened  as  straight 
men  by  women  gathering  without  them,” 
concluded  the  warrior  poet. 

‘Internalized  self-hatred’ 

Everything  argues  that  as  a  journalist,  he  is 
protected  under  the  First  Amendment  and  has 
a  constitutional  right  to  attend  any  event  that 
is  of  interest  to  the  news  reading  public. 

Angel  Bowlin,  another  gathering  organizer, 
told  QCN  that  the  event  is  privately 
sponsored  and  is  open  to  lesbians  of  color 
only.  Bowel  also  said  that  the  confab  is  being 
paid  for  entirely  through  individual 
donations,  and  is  not  receiving  any  federal 
funding. 

“They’re  hiding  behind  technicalities,” 
fumed  Everything.  ‘“Public,  private.’  Wasn’t 
it  so-called  feminists  who  said,  ‘The  personal 
is  political?”’  he  asked.  “If  you  ask  me,"  said 
Everything,  “we  could  be  seeing  a  bit  of 
internalized  self-hatred  on  the  part  of  these 
women. 

“Words  like  ‘open’  and  ‘closed’  are  not 
that  different  from  ‘white’  and  ‘colored’  as 
far  as  I’m  concerned,  which  is  really  all  that 
matters,"  continued  Everything. 

“The  issue  is  me  being  excluded,”  said  the 
self-proclaimed  recorder  of  the  movement. 


“The  bottom  line  is,  I’m  being  excluded — 
discriminated  against — because  of  my 
gender.  And  that’s  wrong,”  he  said. 

‘Lesbian  plot’ 

“I  think  it’s  an  outrage,”  said  Jef  Airily, 
editor  of  the  weekly  mag  for  South  End  gays. 
Gray  Limos.  “As  a  fellow  and  a  journalist,  I 
feel  that  Wrecks  represents  a  lot  of 
sympathetic,  mainstream  white  gay  men  who 
have  attempted  to  make  inroads  into  the 
lesbian  community,  only  to  face  the  most 
insidious  forms  of  sexism  and  racism. 

“Quite  frankly,”  continued  Airily,  “This 
latest  development  doesn’t  surprise  me  at  all. 
I,  I  mean,  we’ve  been  saying  in  the  pages  of 
our  paper  for  a  long  time  that  the  gay 
movement  is  in  the  midst  of  a  dangerous 
lesbian  takeover,  a  plot,  if  you  will. 

“They’ve  been  controlling  gays’  agenda  by 
manipulating  men’s  guilt  and  forcing  their 
way  into  organizations  that  were  founded 
primarily  by  and  for  men.  All  of  a  sudden, 
these  men  look  around,  and  the  focus  of  their 
groups  has  changed — without  them  hardly 
noticing! 

“It’s  like  a  bad  1950’s  sci-fi  movie,”  Airily 
added  colorfully. 

“It  was  certainly  true  at  one  time  that 
women  faced  horrible,  unfair  discrimination 
because  of  their  gender.  But  can  the  solution 
be  found  in  ‘turn  about  is  fair  play?’  Some 
straight  men  may  still  be  stuck  in  the  dark 
ages,  but  as  far  as  the  gay  community  goes, 
women  have  definitely  arrived." 

’A  matter  of  principle’ 

Everything  agreed  with  Airily  and  said  that 
he  intends  to  pursue  the  lawsuit  against  the 
conference  organizers.  "It's  a  matter  of 
principle,"  he  said.  "Women  who  are  afaid  of 
men  must  learn  to  overcome  their  prejudices 
-  otherwise,  how  do  we  expect  to  make  any 
real  change?" 

“I  say  it’s  time  for  men  to  claim  our 
‘space,’”  said  Airily.  “I  think  the  '90s  is 
going  to  be  the  decade  of  men,”  he  jauntily 
concluded. 


NOOSENOTES 


COMMUNITY  NOISES 


Mike  Dummy  resigns! 

Did  you  hear  the  one  about  the  gay  cal 
burglar?  He  broke  into  people’s  houses  and 
rearranged  their  furniture! 

BEANTOWN — The  above  joke  does  not 
seem  particularly  funny  anymore  to  the  ex¬ 
brand  spanking  new  chairfellow  of 
Massachusetts  EGAD  (Extra-special  Gays 
Against  Discrimination),  Mike  “  Sticky 
Fingers"  Dummy.  Dummy  was  forced  to 
resign  his  cherry  position  at  the  State  House 
Apr.  1,  amidst  allegations  that  he  was  the 
leader  of  a  one-man  gay  cat  burglar  ring. 

Dummy  allegedly  specialized  in  removing 
tasteful  rugs  from  the  homes  of  innocent, 
albethey  rich,  Harvard  University  faculty 
members  and  not  returning  them  when  asked 
politely  to  do  so. 

“They  were  just  jokes,  harmless  pranks, 
bits  of  college  boy  fun,”  explained  Dummy 
from  a  holding  cell  at  the  posh  White  Collar 
Crime  Incarceration  Club.  “As  soon  as  I  get 
to  explain  it  all  to  the  judge,  who  is  on  my 
father’s  polo  team,  I’m  sure  this  whole  thing 
will  be  straightened  out  You’ll  see,  it  wasn’t 
a  crime,  it  was  more  post-crime.  What  was  a 
crime  was  the  way  these  professors’  rugs 
clashed  with  their  interiors.  It  was  ghastly.” 

Dummy’s  position  at  EGAD  has  been 
temporarily  filled  by  lesbian  preppy 
Republican  Dyke  Muffy.  “Ohmygod,”  said 
Muffy.  “This  is  like,  so  cool!  My  work 
organizing  my  sorority  at  Caucasian  U.  to 
have  a  Danceathon  against  Apartheid  will 
come  in  so  handy  at  EGAD.  It’s  like  I  was 
bom  to  get  this  job.” 

Dummy’s  chances  of  reclaiming  his 
position  are  up  in  the  air  at  this  point,  while 
Mass.  Governor  William  Wealth  has  yet  to 
confirm  that  Dyke  Muffy  is  Dummy’s 
permanent  replacement  Muffy,  on  the  other 
hand,  could  barely  contain  herself.  “I  think 
this  job  is  a  real  keeper,  and  it’s  gonna  look 
so  good  on  my  resume.  I  may  not  have 
experienced  much  discrimination  personally, 
but  I  went  to  a  really  good  school  and 
pledged  the  toughest  sorority  on  like,  the 
planet,  and  I  did  it.  So  there’s  no  reason  I 
can’t  do  this. 

“Plus,  I  think  I’ll  really  help  the  public’s 
perceptions  of,  you  know,  um,  lesbians. 
We’re  not  all  flannel  shirt  wearing 
ragamuffins.  We’re  not  all  left-leaning 
socialists  as  the  p.c.  people  who  control  the 
gay  agenda  would  have  us  believe.  I  look 
great  in  plaid  and  lime  green  and  I’m  gonna 
work  with  that."  Muffy  also  explained  that 
she  plans  on  being  very  careful  in  her  office 
carpet  choices,  pending  Mike  “Sticky 
Fingers”  Dummy’s  release. 

—  Chris  Twithead 

Food  is  a  Fido  issue 

JAYPEE — A  community  workshop 
entitled  "Dykes,  Doggies  and  Din-Din:  Are 
You  Playing  Your  Food  Issues  Out  on  Your 
Dog?”  will  be  held  at  Drones-R-Best  Mini- 
Mall  on  April  1.  Discussion  topics  will 
include  “Your  Ads  for  ‘Cycle  Lo-Cal  Dog 
Food  for  Older,  Overweight  Dogs’  are 
Oppressing  My  Poodle,"  “Kibbles  ‘n’  Tits: 
Love  in  the  Pet  Food  Aisle,”  and  “How 
Many  Calories  is  That  in  People  Years?". 

The  workshop  is  open  to  women  only 
unless  you  are  a  naive  gay  man  with  a  pit 
bull  and  a  court  order. 

— Nestli 

PSAG  calls  emergency 
meeting 

EXCITER,  N.H.  — The  Pamela  Smart 
Affinity  Group  will  hold  an  emergency 
meeting  at  the  Exciter  High  School 
Auditorium  on  April  1.  “Men  Killing  Men, 
and  How  to  Blame  Women,”  will  focus  on 
the  impact  of  such  media-ready  language  as 
"seductress,"  “adultress,"  “sex  mistress,"  and 
“9  1/2  Weeks."  There  will  be  a  special  guest 
performance  by  heavy  metal  rockers  Man 
Hailin' 

—Nestli 

Silencio  igual  muerte 

CAMBRIDGE — Cambridge  Adult 
Education  will  offer  a  one-day  mini -course 
called  “Spanish  for  Demonstrators"  on  April 
1.  Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  correct 
grammar  usage  and  the  potential  for  earnest 
progressive  demonstrators  (Progdems)  to 
make  sense. 

“Most  English-speaking  Progdems  have 
the  pronunciation  of  words  like  ’Contra’  and 
’Nicaragua’  down  pat,"  explained  Bob 
Grad  school,  organizer  and  instructor  for  the 


program.  “But  it  occurred  to  many  of  us  that 
pronunciation  didn’t  do  a  lick  of  good  when 
trying  to  invent  chants  in  a  second  language, 
vhiy,  I’ll  never  forget  the  time  I  was  at  a 
U.S.  Out  of  Central  America  Rally  and  the 
crowd  yelled  something  that  could  only  be 
loosely  translated  as  ‘The  Pig  is  Behind  the 
Laundromat — George  Bush  Short  Needle 
Tree.’  It  sounded  gorgeous,  however.” 

Gradschool  hopes  to  make  the  course 
available  on  a  sliding  mistranslation  scale. 

— Chris  Witless 

Fags  protest  ‘CATS* 

NEW  YORK — The  potential  for  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber’s  Cats  to  become  the  longest 
running  Broadway  musical  of  all  time  has 
many  Theatre  Queens  up  in  arms,  according 
to  OutWeird. 

“This  is  absolutely  senseless  and 
disgusting,”  said  Orchestra  Only,  leader  of 
the  ad  hoc  group  Broadway  Scares,  which 
has  been  formed  to  spread  awareness  of  the 
impending  disaster.  “It’s  several  years  off 
before  Cats  puts  in  more  performances  than 
the  late,  lamented  A  Chorus  Line,  but  it’s 
really  important  for  those  of  us  queens  who 
care  about  musical  theatre  to  organize  now. 
We  must  do  everything  we  can  to  make  sure 
one  of  our  own,  a  Sondheim,  a  Bennett,  a 
Herman,  a  Fierstein,  holds  the  record  on  the 
Great  White  Way.  The  last  thing  we  need  is 
that  tuneless  straight  man  [Webber]  going 
down  in  the  history  books.” 

Broadway  Scares  has  a  number  of  actions 
in  the  planning  stages  including,  but  not 
limited  to,  24-hour  pickets  outside  the 
Wintergarden  Theatre  where  the  cloying 
Cats  has  been  playing  for  what  feels  like 
centuries,  occupation  of  said  theater 
(“Although  we’d  have  to  buy  tickets  and 
even  worse,  sit  through  a  performance  of 
‘Memory,’”  opined  Only),  and  the  potential 
kidnapping  of  the  queen  who  plays  Rum 
Turn  Tugger  (“Just  an  idea,”  explained 
Only.) 

For  more  information,  or  to  contribute  to 
this  worthy  cause,  write  Broadway  Scares, 
Box  4/1,  NY  Not? 


— Chris  Witless 


Dave  Pallone:  You're  in! 


“OutWho”  ins 
celebrities  and  others 

NEW  YORK  —  In  a  surprising  policy 
reversal,  the  powers  that  be  at  OutWho 
Magazine  have  decided  that  the  outing 
phenomenon  they  helped  create  is  “over” 
because  “everybody  jumped  on  the 
bandwagon.”  Instead,  the  magazine  will  now 
focus  on  a  new  trend  called  inning. 

"WE  FELT,"  explained  editor  Michael 
Angelglow,  “AS  IF  THERE  WAS  A 
WHOLE  LIST  OF  PEOPLE  WHO  WE 
WANTED  TO  GET  RID  OF  WITHOUT 
ACTUALLY  WISHING  THEM  DEATH 
OR  SOME  SORT  OF  PHYSICAL  HARM. 
SO  WE  CREATED  A  UST,  JUST  A  LIST 
OF  NAMES,  UNDER  THE  HEADING 
‘PLEASE  GO  BACK  IN.’  WE 
PUBLISHED  THE  UST  LAST  MONTH. 
AND  OF  COURSE  WEX  ROCKHEAD  IN 
CHICAGO  GOT  A  COPY  AND  SOLD  IT 
TO  THE  STAR  FOR  ABOUT  $5  MILUON. 
THE  STAR  DUBBED  THE  WHOLE 
PHENOMENON  ‘INNING’  AND  WE 
WERE  OFF  AND  RUNNING.” 

Among  those  who  appeared  on  the  “Please 
Go  Back  In"  list  were  former  major  league 
scab  umpire  Dave  Pallone,  Miss  Jane  on 
"The  Beverly  Hillbillies,”  Beantown  outer 
Warner  Bloomofftherose,  former  state  rep 
Elaine  Noble,  Liz  (but  not  Sydney),  Randy 
Shills  and  anyone  who  ever  had  an  affair 
with  Michael  Angelglow’s  boyfriend. 

—  Chris  Witty 
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Frizzie  lezzies 

Dear  QCN: 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  an  article 
written  by  Arianna  Altemet  sharing  her 
feelings  with  us  as  a  woman  of  color  in  the 
queer  community.  As  a  person  of  non-color 
lesbian  feminist  I  feel  it  is  not  my  job  to 
validate  Ms.  Altercate’s  experience.  But  as  as 
a  white  woman  who  suffers  from  split  ends  I 
feel  I  can  identify  with  the  alienation  from 
the  community  that  she  describes. 

Have  you  ever  thought  of  what  it  means  to 
be  a  woman  with  split  ends  in  this  hairist 
society?  Every  day  we  are  subjected  to 
commercials,  magazine  ads,  even 
advertisements  on  the  T  picturing  women 
with  curly,  beautiful  tresses  with  nary  a  split 
end  in  sight.  Many  of  our  so-called  great 
works  of  art  are  pictures  of  women  with 
long,  straight  hair  without  split  ends.  Being 
forced  to  face  this  day  in  and  day  out  is  like 
wearing  a  hair  shirt! 

All  this  happens  in  spite  of  the  shocking 
statistic  that  more  women  in  this  society  have 
split  ends  than  not. 

It’s  time  we  take  our  heads  out  of  the  wig 
stand.  Women  with  split  ends,  unite!  I  am 
making  a  call  for  women  to  join  me  in  a  new 
activist  group,  The  Hairnets.  We’ll  take  to  the 
streets  and  remind  society  that  women’s  hair 
is  a  serious  issue.  (Not  wanting  to  be 
exclusionary,  we’ve  included  women  with 
bleached  and  permanently  damaged  hair.) 

A  support  group  is  meeting  on  Thursday 
mornings  at  6:43  AM  at  the  Women’s  Center 
in  Cambridge  for  women  with  ex-lovers  with 
split  ends.  Another  support  group  for  women 
who  don’t  grow  enough  leg  hair  is  in  the 
works.  For  more  information,  call  1 -CON¬ 
DITIONER. 

In  Solihairity, 
Harriet  Matted 
Cambridge,  Mass. 


Gay  Republicans 
should  lead  the 
movement 

Dear  QCN: 

I’ve  been  saddened — although  not 
surprised — by  the  way  that  Queer 
Community  News  has  chosen  to 
systematically  exclude  a  very  important  part 
of  the  community:  gay  Republicans.  Given 
that  QCN  is  a  mainstay  of  the  gay  movement 
and  has  always  put  forth  an  agenda  based 
largely  on  ‘inclusion,’  it  is  especially 
disheartening  to  find  blatant  discrimination 
in  its  pages. 

QCN  began  its  left-baiting  campaign 
against  gay  Republicans  last  fall  when  Mikey 
Puffy — an  out,  proud  homosexual  (the  only 
reason  he  excluded  gay  content  from  some  of 
his  campaign  material  was  to  avoid  the 
negative  publicity  that  gays  suffer,  primarily 
because  of  dogmatic  groups  such  as 
QCN) — announced  his  candidacy  against 
Lord  Byron  Slowing,  whose  supporters 
dubbed  him  a  “long-time  supporter  of  gay 
rights.” 

QCN  immediately  jumped  into  the  fray, 
turning  the  election  into  a  race-baiting 
contest  instead  of  focusing  on  the  issues.  By 
pointing  to  nit-picky  details  like  Mikey’s  lack 
of  experience  (in  reality,  Mikey  has  a  degree 
from  the  Kennedy  School  where  he 
theoretically  has  studied  many  mock  political 
issues),  QCN  showed  that  it  was  biased 
against  Puffy  because  of  his  party  affiliation 
and  because  of  his  race. 

When  it  was  announced  that  Puffy  was  to 
be  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Male 
Commission  Against  Discrimination 
(MCAD) — an  honor  that  should  make  all 
gays  swell  with  pride — what  was  QCN' s 
immediate  reaction?  To  create  an  uproar  over 
the  fact  that  Puffy  is  replacing  the  only 
female  member  of  the  state  agency 
commission  that  handles  all  discrimination 
cases.  As  if  a  gay  man  can’t  fairly  represent 
women!  This  is  quite  clearly  a  disturbing 
case  of  sexism  against  men. 

In  its  painful  attempt  to  cater  to  the 
“politically  correct”  crowd,  QCN  faithfully 
cries  “racism”  or  “sexism"  whenever  they  are 
displeased.  We  must  be  willing  to  confront 
homophobia  in  and  of  itself  and  resist  the 
urge  to  conflate  distinctly  separate — albeit 
crucial — issues,  like  homophobia,  sexism 
and  racism. 

If  QCN  wishes  to  call  itself  a 
"community”  newspaper,  then  it  must  cover 
all  aspects  of  the  community.  The  gay 
community  is  not  monolithic.  Anyone  who 
has  openly  opposed  Puffy  is  obviously 
displaying  internalized  homophobia  and 
cowardly  hiding  behind  irrelevant  buzz 
words. 


What  self-respecting  gay  person  would 
choose  to  support  a  legislator  with  a  proven 
pro-gay  rights  track  record  over  a  really 
good-looking,  straight-looking,  clean-cut 
young  man  who,  although  he  doesn’t  have 
much  experience,  could  serve  as  a  bridge  to 
the  Republican  Party?  When  are  we  going  to 
learn  that  left-leaning,  effeminate 
homosexuals  and  flannel-wearing  gay 
women  who  are  hostile  towards  men — even 
some  of  their  gay  brothers!! — don’t  play  in 
America? 

It’s  time  for  the  gay  community  to  wake 
up  and  be  honest.  We  can’t  build  a  movement 
based  on  tolerance  for  different  sexual 
orientations  and  then  disrciminate  against 
others  because  of  their  political  orientation. 

For  20  years,  we’ve  blindly  followed  lefty 
gays  and,  yet,  we’ve  barely  made  a  dent  in 
the  important  places,  like  the  corporate  world 
or  the  legislative  arena.  In  the  interest  of 
fairness — a  principle  we’ve  all  strived  for  in 
trying  to  gain  understanding  from  the  straight 
community — why  not  give  gay  Republicans 
a  shot  for  a  while?  It’s  the  right  thing  to  do. 

Sincerely, 
David  LaMacho 


Bi  like  me 

Dear  QCN: 

It  is  with  great  sadness  and  a  heavy  heart 
that  I  write  this  letter.  I’ve  always  looked  to 
QCN  as  a  leader  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
movement,  but,  as  a  bisexual,  I  feel  I  must 
take  the  paper  to  task  for  its  obvious  bias 
against  bi’s  like  me. 

Throughout  its  history,  QCN  has  always 
emphasized  inclusion,  tolerance  and 
acceptance.  Yet  despite  these  principles, 
QCN  has  chosen  to  exclude  bisexuals!  And 
when  QCN  does  cover  the  bisexual 
community,  they  fall  into  the  same  old,  tired 
stereotypes:  bisexuality  is  a  phase  that  people 
go  through  before  they  finally  come  out  as 
gay  or  lesbian;  bisexuals  can  “pass”  for 
straight  and  therefore  receive  heterosexual 
privilege;  and  bisexuals  criticize  the  gay 
movement  for  discrimination,  but  rarely 
target  the  straight  world  in  a  similar  way.  To 
all  these  criticisms,  I  say,  so  what? 

It’s  time  for  the  gay  community  to  practice 
what  it  preaches.  The  words  “gay"  and 
“lesbian”  don’t  just  apply  to  people  who 
identify  themselves  as  such,  but  to  anyone 
wishing  to  appropriate  them.  What  are  words 
anyway,  except  what  we  make  them? 

It  seems  to  me  that  those  gays  who  are 
hostile  towards  bisexuals  are  angry  because 
bisexuals  have  moved  beyond  simple  labels. 
(Plus,  we  have  more  dating — and 
whatever!!! — options!)  I  think  the  gay 
movement  has  been  valuable,  but  is  now 
dated.  By  its  very  title,  the  “gay  movement" 
is  exclusionary. 

In  this  age  of  the  post-monolithic-gay 
movement,  I  am  calling  for  a  new  “People 
Movement,”  which  will  exclude  no  one  and 
encompass  all.  It’s  time  to  let  go  of  our 
bitterness  and  recognize  that  if  we  don’t  set 
the  example  for  the  straight  world, 
discrimination  will  never  disappear.  And,  as 
we  set  about  that  task,  we  should  see 
bisexuals  for  what  they  really  are:  a  bridge  to 
the  straight  community.  Without  that  bridge, 
I  feel  any  further  progress  will  be  seriously 
hampered. 

Sincerely, 
Bambi  Dextrous 


- \ 

When  Life  Gets  Out 
of  Control 

you’re  eating  or  drinking  too 
much... can't  stop  spending 
money... can’t  make  or  keep 
friends.. .  and  you  worry,  feel 
desperate,  but  can't  change. 

You've  tried  every  12-step  program 
there  is.  Hours  of  counseling  have 
not  helped. 

Face  it,  you're  a  loser. 

Let  us  help  you  get  control  of  the 
situation  once  and  for  all.  End  it 
now.  Because  sometimes  it's  the 
last  thing  you  do  that  finally 
works. 


Self  End 
Counseling 

Became  in  the  end,  its  al  up  to  you 

62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
4264469 


Sapphist  sex  fiends  of 
the  seventies 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  contemporary  queer  girls  didn't 
invent  wild  lesbian  sex 


.  Queer  (kwer).  a .  [Compar.  Quhe^rze. 
Jueeeest.J  [G-  quer  cross,  oblique,  at  in 
:opf  a  queer  fellow),  OHG.  twer ,  twerh , 
o  D.  avars ,  AS.  pweorh  thwart,  bent, 
H’err  thwart,  transverse,  Goth,  pic  air  h 
>erh.  to  L.  torquere  to  twist,  and  H. 

Through*  Thwaht,  c.]  /  1.  At  varia; 
5  usual  or  normal :  dine  ring  in  some  odd  i 
s  ordinary ;  odd  :  singular ;  strange  ;  wh: 
ueer  story  or  act,  i*  A  queer  look. ?J 

2.  Mysterious  ;  suspicious':,  questionable 
ransaction.  \  Colloi 


>c. 


The  etymology  of  ‘queer’ 

We  all  know  “queer"  was  first  reclaimed  by  the  collective  at  the 
old  Gay  Community  News,  but  whose  big  idea  was  it  to  use 
that  word  in  the  first  place?  An  exclusive  QCN  investigative 
report  reveals  the  clever  vixen  who  started  the  hottest  trend. 


By  N.  Biased-Jemalism 

BOSTON — No,  it  didn’t  all  begin  with 
Queer  Notion.  Nor  was  it  those  feisty,  frisky 
activist/joumalists  at  New  York’s  OuiWeed 
who  love  to  see  their  names  in  bold  print  in 
“La  Dolce  Musty,”  the  gossip  column  of  The 
Village  Vain.  To  many  folks’  surprise  it 
wasn’t  even  ACK  TUP  (AIDS  COALITION 
of  KIDS  TO  UPSET  PEOPLE). 

In  fact,  many  of  those  groups  forget  that 
the  old  Gay  Community  News  was  using 
“queer”  way  back  in  its  Golden  Age  in  the 
late  ‘70s.  In  an  effort  to  find  out,  once  and 
for  all,  exactly  who  chose  to  reclaim  the 
word  “queer”  from  the  heterosexual 
oppressors,  we  went  back  and  asked  many  of 
the  people  who  worked  at  the  old  Gay 
Community  News  the  true  identity  of  the 
soothsayer. 

“Sue  Hide,”  said  Richard  Burned,  former 
GCN  promotions  mangier. 

“It  was  Hide,  I’m  pretty  sure,”  replied 
Amy  Huffy,  one  time  GCN  editrix  who  later 
cofounded  the  lesbo  sex  rag  Up  Our  Holes. 

“Hide,”  concurred  Nestle,  former  and 
current  staff  member  at  the  paper. 

In  the  beginning 

An  anecdotal  survey  of  gay  publications 
from  the  late-’70s  and  early-’80s  reveals  that 
many  male-oriented  rags  were  debating  the 
need  to  include  “and  lesbian”  in  the  phrase 
“gay  community.”  At  this  same  time,  Gay 
Community  News  (the  paper  that  was  lesbian 
and  gay  before  gay  and  lesbian  was  cool) 
was  looking  for  a  new  ways  to  say  “gay  and 
lesbian”  or  “lesbian  and  gay”  without  having 
to  write  out  one  of  those  phrases  each  and 
every  time  (which  it  had  been  doing  for 
eons).  It  was  editor/radical  sex  activist  Sue 
Hide  who  first  thought  of  using  the  word 
“queer.” 

“Well,  it’s  better  than  ‘les/gay,’”  Hide 
recently  told  QCN. 

Back  to  today 

By  the  dawn  of  the  1990s,  Gay 
Community  News  was  using  the  word 
“queer”  with  relative  consistency.  (This  was, 
after  all,  the  newspaper  that  sold  promotional 
t-shirts  at  the  1987  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Fights  with  the  logo 
“EVER  SO  QUEER!”  splayed  across  the 
tittal  area).  GCN  received  a  smattering  of 
flack  from  the  gay  male-oriented  press  for 
using  the  word  at  all. 

Copious  column  inches  of  The  New  York 
Naive  were  dedicated  to  slamming  GCN  for 
this  stylistic  choice.  “Perhaps  it’s  because  I 
have  yet  to  acknowledge  the  existence  of 
women,”  wrote  wealthy  landlord  / 
pseudonymous  Naive  columnist  Leonard 
Gold  finger  before  leaping  to  his  death  from 
the  roof  of  one  of  his  countless  Big  Apple 
tenements.  “But  why  in  the  name  of  all 
things  Republican  is  the  word  ‘gay’  not  good 
enough?  If  you  ask  me,  if  one  cannot  afford  a 
ticket  to  an  expensive  Provincetown 
fundraiser,  then  one  is  simply  not  in  the  gay 
community  as  I  know  it  So  there  is  really  no 
need  to  include  the  L-word. 

“Friends  of  mine  who  actually  know  gay 
women,"  Goldfinger  continued,  “tell  me  that 
the  G-word  seems  perfectly  adequate  to 
them.  As  for  the  Q-word,  well,  it’s  my 
understanding  that  people  who  have  to  walk 
in  public  are  occasionally  beaten  up  for  their 
homosexuality  and  that  ‘queer’  is  one  of  the 
first  words  used  to  hurt  their  feelings.  This 
time  the  politically  correct  have  gone  too 
far." 


Similarly,  in  a  series  of  anonymous 
editorials,  Fey  Bimbos  the  gay  Republican 
newsweekly  of  Boston’s  South  End,  has 
taken  a  stand  against  “queer”  and  several 
other  mildly  inflammatory  words  and  topics. 
These  editorials,  presumably  penned  by  evil 
twin  editors  Mutt  and  Jeff  Editbadly,  (who 
have  campaigned  vigorously  against  open 
displays  of  homosexual  affection,  including 
public  eye  contact),  have  taken  stands 
expressed  clearly  in  the  articles’  titles. 

In  1990  alone,  the  Editbadlys  devoted 
pages  of  Fey  Bimbos  to  editorials  such  as 
“No  ‘Queers’  Here,”  “No  ‘Dykes’  Here,” 
“No  ‘Fags’  Here,”  “No  ‘Lezzies’  Here,”  “No 
‘Inverts’  Here,”  “No  Lesbians  (On  Our 
Staff),”  “No  S&M  In  Our  Pages  (EVER!),” 
“No  Fun  Here,”  “No  Sense  of  Humor  Here,” 
and  oddly,  “No  Hair  Here.” 

In  the  original  article,  “No  ‘Queers’  Here,” 
the  Editbadlys  summed  up  the  Bimbos 
philosophy  that  has  surfaced  in  each  of  the 
subsequent  editorials:  “Let  the  small 
minority  of  so-called  spokesmen  [sic]  for  the 
gay  movement  [sic]  think  what  they  will,  but 
mainstream  gays  [sic]  will  never  capitulate  to 
their  shrill  demands  to  appropriate  the 
demeaning  appellation  ‘Queer.’” 

The  editorial  concluded  by  indirectly 
addressing  GCN,  the  newspaper  many  people 
had  considered  to  be  a  leader  in  the  use  of  the 
word  “queer.” 

“We  have  a  few  things  to  say  to  those 
newspapers  across  town  who  think  they’re 
better  than  Fey  Bimbos.  (Well,  we  assume 
they  think  they’re  better  than  Fey  Bimbos, 
although  we’re  not  really  sure.  Whenever  we 
try  to  bait  them  in  an  editorial,  they  just 
continue  to  ignore  us  as  if  we  were 
unimportant  little  gnats.  But  we  are 
important,  we’ve  been  around  half  as  long  as 
they  have  and  we  have  twice  as  many  ads 
and  stuff.  And  how  dare  they  just  pretend 
that  we  are  invisible,  just  like  the  big  kids 
who  were  so  mean  to  us  in  grade  school? 
Whenever  we  would  try  to  pal  around  with 
them,  they  would  act  like  we  weren’t  even 
there.  They’d  turn  to  their  friends  and  say, 
‘La,  de,  da,  did  someone  say  something?  Did 
you  hear  anything?  No?  I  didn’t  think  so.’ 
We  hated  that  and  it  still  gets  us  very  upset). 
Certain  papers  feel  that  they  have  to  use  the 
word  ‘queer’  because  it  fits  perfectly  into 
their  twisted  definition  of  ‘inclusive.’  To 
them  we  say,  ‘Uh-uh.  No.  Not  in  this  paper. 
Not  here.  There  are  no  queers  in  our  pages.’ 
This  time  the  politically  correct  have  gone 
too  far.” 

Back  to  the  original  point  of  this  article 

The  kooky  gal  who  got  the  queer  ball 
rolling  in  the  first  place  doesn’t  understand 
what  all  the  fuss  is  about. 

“Seems  to  me,”  Sue  Hide  explained,  “that 
the  people  who  make  the  biggest  noise  about 
all  this  are  just  a  bunch  of  boy  journalists 
who  publish  boy  rags  that  aren’t  particularly 
open  to  input  or  inclusion  of  women.  Of 
course  “gay”  seems  perfectly  adequate  to 
them,  because  their  audiences  are  men.  I 
mean,  I  have  sex  with  dozens  of  dykes  in 
New  York  on  a  'semi-regular  basis  and  none 
of  them  reads  the  New  York  Naive.  And  Fey 
Bimbos ?  Please  don’t  make  me  laugh.  Ha  ha 
ha  ha  ha.” 

At  that.  Sue  Hide  was  off  to  a  lesbian  olive 
oil  orgy  content  in  the  knowledge  that  the 
original  queer  girl  was  about  to  be  uncovered 
yet  again. 

— filed  from  the  back  bay  tea-stop 


By  Shirley  Haught 

SAN  FRANCISCO — In  a  startling 
development  that  has  sent  shock  waves 
through  the  ranks  of  the  lesbian 
intelligentsia,  a  new  study  has  revealed  that 
lesbian-feminists  actually  did  engage  in  sex 
during  the  1970s.  The  study,  a  copy  of  which 
was  obtained  by  QCN,  also  reveals  that 
lesbians  had  more  sex  and  experienced 
greater  satisfaction  than  they  did  today.  This 
explosive  new  study  casts  doubt  on  the 
widely-cited  theory  that  “lesbian  sexual 
awakening”  did  not  occur  until  1981,  and 
that  prior  to  that  time  lesbian  sex  consisted 
exclusively  of  gentle  stroking  and  equitable 
cunnilingus. 

“I  just  couldn’t  ignore  the  data!” 
exclaimed  renowned  lesbian  sexpert  Lucie 
Luminous,  author  of  the  study.  “I  was 
gathering  research  for  my  new  book  Into 
Position:  Lesbian  Sex  Arrives  in  the  ’80s 
when  I  discovered  that  many  of  the  women  I 
interviewed  didn’t  spend  the  entire  decade  of 
the  ’70s  at  potlucks  and  CR  groups.  In  fact, 
much  of  the  wildest  and  kinkiest  sex  actually 
took  place  during  what  many  of  us  now  refer 
to  as  ‘The  Flannel  Shirt  Era.’” 

Louann  Leslan,  another  prominent  lesbian 
sexologist,  told  QCN  she  was  not  at  all 
surprised  about  the  Luminous  findings. 
“After  all,  my  specialty  for  the  last  several 
years  has  been  ‘Lesbian  Bed  Death.’  Since 
LBD  did  not  emerge  as  a  community 
problem  until  1981,  clearly  dykes  were 
having  more  and  better  sex  prior  to  that 
time.” 

Luminous  presented  her  groundbreaking 
results  at  OU/TRITE,  the  annual  gathering  of 
the  lesbian/gay/bi  avant-garde.  Audible  gasps 
could  be  heard  from  the  audience  as  the 
sexpert  dispelled  myths  one  by  one.  At  one 


point,  when  Luminous  was  detailing  the  very 
sex  toys  and  insertion  practices  utilized  in  the 
’70s,  an  anonymous  leather-clad  woman 
called  out,  “Wow... I  thought  dykes  in  the 
’70s  believed  all  penetration  was  male- 
identified!” 

After  the  presentation  OU/TRITE 
attendees  gathered  in  the  lobby  to  smoke 
Camel  filters  and  discuss  the  revelatory 
findings.  Lesbian  cultural  figure  Francesca 
Fuchsia  told  QCN,  “This  really  blows  my 
mind.  As  a  spokesgirl  for  QUEER 
LAND/NY,  I’ll  have  to  consider  the 
implications  this  study  has  for  the  mapping 
of  lesbian  desire  pre-Barnard."  Fuchsia,  a 
student  at  the  NYU  program  in  Lesbian/Gay 
Iconography  and  the  Semiotics  of  Urban 
Post-Stonewall  Zeitgeist,  said  that  the 
Luminous  study  shakes  “the  underpinnings 
of  nearly  all  the  theory  I  learned  in  my 
gender  deconstructionist  classes.  To  think, 
the  ‘Lesbian  Thought  Police’  may  actually 
have  been  an  invention  of  our  collective 
imagination.” 

Across  town  at  the  Castro  Theatre,  QCN 
interviewed  Mo  Head,  a  43-year-old  lesbian 
who  eschewed  OU/TRITE  to  take  in  a 
Marlene  Deitrich  double  feature.  Head,  who 
was  not  involved  in  the  Luminous  study, 
said,  “It’s  about  time  somebody  asked  those 
of  us  who  were  fucking  in  the  ’70s  what 
actually  happened. 

“There  was  a  change  in  the  early  ’80s. 
That’s  when  some  lesbians  started  fighting 
about  sex.  But  I  used  to  have  lots  of  sex  in 
the  ’70s.  It  was  great!  I  think  the  decline  in 
this  decade  is  due  to  therapy.  Most  of  the 
women  I’ve  dated  in  the  ’80s  are  more 
involved  with  their  therapists  than  they  are 
with  me.”  □ 


Jumping  career  tracks 
with  Eva  Sludgewick 

Acclaimed  academic  shifts  gears  to  musical  comedy 

By  Michael  Bonkers  rigorous  “in-vestigation.”  I’ve  discovered 


Any  book  by  Eva  Sludgewick,  the 
reigning  “queen"  of  lesbian  and  gay  studies 
is  an  event,  but  her  new  work.  Let’s  Do  It, 
Let’s  Deconstruct:  The  Epistemology  of 
Musical  Comedy  is  a  breakthrough  on 
several  levels,  the  least  of  which  is  that  it  is 
somewhat  readable.  We  spoke  to  Eva  just 
before  she  was  to  give  the  opening 
lecture — "The  Spectacle  of  the  Butt-Fuck  in 
Berlin  and  Beyond:  Homophobia,  Assholes 
and  Annie  Get  Your  Gun" — at  this  year’s 
annual  Musical  Comedy  Queens 
Conference. 

QCN  (but  really  Michael  Bonkers): 
Eva,  could  you  tell  us  a  little  about  why  you 
are  now  working  on  musical  comedy  rather 
than  the  usual  “canon”  of  Western  literature 
you  have  explored  before? 

Sludgewick:  In  my  past  exploration  I 
was  attempting  to  use,  in  a  tentative,  if 
binary  manner,  the  epistemological 
notations  of  a  minoritizing 
homosexual/heterosexual  qua  identity  in 
regards  to  a  universalizing  cultural  impulse. 
I  got  tired  of  that. 

QCN:  And  so  musical  comedy? 

Sludgewick:  Have  you  ever  tried 
humming  one  of  the  chapters  from  James 
Hogg’s  Memoirs  of  a  Justified  Sinner ? 

QCN:  In  your  work  you  have  been  at  the 
forefront  of  “explicating”  “gay”  “literature.” 
Some  have  argued  that  you  have,  in  fact, 
“explicated”  it  from  “being”  to 
“nothingness”  or  at  least  nearly 
“nothingness,”  if  the  work  in  your  essay 
“Pentimento  and  the  Picture  of  Dorian 
Gray  in  Black  and  White”  really  means 
what  some  “readers”  have  assumed  it  might. 

Sludgewick:  That  is  what  I  love  about 
musical  comedy.  It  is  the  most  closeted  of 
all  “gay”  genres.  One  doesn’t  have  to  go  far 
in  looking  for  subtext  in  Proust,  but  A 
Chorus  Line ?  It’s  hard  enough  to  find  the 
text,  never  mind  the  subtext.  Much  of  my 
work  in  the  past  has  been  an  attempt  to 
“dislocate,”  perhaps  even  “equivocate”  the 
homoerotics  of  homosexual  writers.  It  is  a 
process  of  “banalization”  rather  than 

QUEER  COMMl 


that  many  musical  comedy  queens  are  even 
more  closeted  than  the  academic  queens  I 
used  to  hang  out  with. 

QCN:  Your  writing,  some  have  claimed, 
has  become  clearer  in  your  recent  work. 
Why  is  this? 

Sludgewick:  Well,  basically  there  is 
nothing  to  say  about  shows  like  Brigadoon 
and  Seven  Brides  for  Seven  Brothers.  I 
mean,  one  might  talk  about  the  authorial 
vocation  and  male  homosexual  panic  in 
Flahooley,  but  wouldn’t  you  rather  just  hear 
Barbara  Cook  sing?  Look  at  First 
Impressions,  the  Abe  Burrows  musical  of 
Pride  and  Prejudice.  Certainly  the  “trope” 
of  the  profanization  of  the  homo-binary 
impulse  is  there — but,  let’s  face  it,  this  is 
one  of  Polly  Bergen’s  big  shows.  Why 
would  I  want  to  dis/placate,  so  to  speak,  the 
piece’s  “spectacle  of  the  unspeakability”  of 
Austinian  vs.  Melvillian  erotics  of 
Hermoine  Gingold’s  great  “It  Always  Takes 
a  Mother”  when  its  formative  text  is 
essentially  worthless? 

QCN:  Are  you  saying  that  your  work  on 
the  semiotic  of  musical  comedy  is  about 
“worthlessness?” 

Sludgewick:  The  axiomotic  break  here  is 
not  worth/worthlessness,  but  rather  the 
instability  of  fool/foolishness. 

QCN:  As  a  “heterosexually  defined” 
woman,  you  have  always  had  a  strong 
identification  with  “gay  males.”  What  does 
your  new  work  mean  for  that  location  of 
canon-formation  in  regards  to  the  genre  of 
musical  comedy? 

Sludgewick:  Let’s  just  say  that  now  I  feel 
less  like  a,  to  quote  Judith  Butler,  “Natural 
Woman,”  and  more  like  an  “Unnatural 
Queen.”  My  work  on  gay  male  sensibility 
has  led  me  directly  from  Marcel  Proust  and 
Henry  James  to  Cole  Porter  and  Stephen 
Sondheim.  Musical  comedy  is  the  cutting 
edge  of  homo/hetero  identity  probations  and 
explorations.  I  mean,  if  you  are  going  to 
look  at  the  epistemology  of  the  closet,  go 
for  the  big  closets.  With  some  of  these 
people,  it  isn’t  “epistemology”;  it’s 
archeology.  Q 
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'Hindsights 


Simply  Sapphic 

Barbra  Streisand.  Columbio-SONY.  All  three  formats, 
plus  laser  discs  in  certain  altered  states 


Reviewed  by  La  Belle  Borawski 

The  Brooklyn  meadowlark’s  59th 
album  is  sure  to  leave  us  inverts 
“Feelin’  Groovy.”  The  project 
allegedly  got  its  start  when  Paul  Williams 
dropped  Bubbles  Silverman’s  live  recording 
of  Schubert’s  Der  Hirt  auf  dem  Felsen  off  at 
Casa  Streisand  in  Malibu.  Williams  told  an 
interviewer,  “I  knew  she  was  working  on 
Classical  Barbra,  Too:  Segueing  into  the 
Sequel.  So  I  gave  her  the  Sills  and  said,  ‘You 
know,  Barbra,  Schubert  would  have  been 
your  Number  One  Fan.’” 

Streisand,  in  a  rare  MCI  interview,  agreed 
that  Paul’s  gift  was  the  seminal  point  “I  got 
to  figuring — hey  if  [mezzo  Marilyn]  Jackie 
Home  can  hire  William  Bolcom  to  set  11 
poems  by  American  women  poets  to  music 
and  sing  them  at  Carnegie  Hall,  think  what  I 
could  do.” 

Streisand  First  approached  Philip  Glass  for 
the  project,  but  he  was  still  busy  setting  The 
Warren  Report  into  a  Winterreise-Vike  song 
cycle  for  Aprile  Millo  and  The  Roches.  What 
Streisand  next  did  was  call  pianist/composer 
Bolcom  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  after  three 
minutes  discussing  schmattes  long  distance 
with  his  wife,  Joan  Morris  (“She  wanted  to 
talk  music,  but  she  knew  too  many  songs.”), 
Babs  hired  the  songstress/musicologist’s 
hubby  to  set  Elizabeth  Bishop’s  “The 
Shampoo,”  Adrienne  Rich’s  “For  L.G.: 
Unseen  for  TWenty  Years”  ("I  dedicate  it  on 
my  liner  notes  to  Eliot  Gould.’’),  Rich’s 
"Twenty-One  Love  Poems”  ("It’s  a  double 
set”),  Amy  Lowell’s  “For  Peter,”  and  four  of 
the  lesbian  verses  penned  by  Emily 
Dickinson  for  her  sister-in-law  Sue  Gilbert. 

“The  Bishop  is  a  turn-on  no  matter  what 
your  orientation,”  said  Barbra.  “I  mean,  who 
doesn’t  like  someone  else  washing  your  hair? 
How  else  do  ya  think  I  put  up  with  Jon  Peters 
for  10  years?” 

As  for  the  homoerotic  Dickinson  poems, 
Streisand  says  she  was  browsing  through 
Emily’s  collected  works  when  she  found  out 
that  poem  #506  began  “He  touched  me." 
“Well.  I  had  done  that,  she  said.  “But  then 


A  Babs  for  all  of  us 


Barbra  Streisand’s  Simply  Sapphic  will  please 
more  than  just  die  usual  queens 


I  found  one  that  starts,  ‘Going — to — Her! 
/Happy  Letter!’  and  another  one  that  began 
‘Now  I  knew  I  lost  her,’  and  I  thought,  geesh, 
these  people  have  feelings  too — and  more 
recreational  money  than  breeders.  I  got  all 
excited — I  mean,  it  was  so  classy — and  I 
called  up  Steve  [Sondheim]  and  asked  him  if 
he’d  set  these  Emily  Dickinson  dyke  poems 
to  music.  He  said,  ‘Sorry,  Barbra,  I’ll  rewrite 
’Someone  in  a  Tree’  to  reflect  a  Yeshiva 
girl’s  tenement  experience,  but  I  deal  only 
with  my  own  words.  Plus,  I  don’t  do  dyke 
songs.’  So  I  hung  up,  said,  ‘Fuck  ’em’,  and 
asked  my  yoga  coach  who  the  best  pop 
classical  type  person  was.” 

Streisand’s  yoga  teacher  had  Bolcom 's 
number,  and  the  rest  is  herstory.  The 
reclusive  star  gave  interviews  to  On  Our 
Backs,  Sojourner  and  Bad  Attitude,  posed  in 
the  two-women-kissing  “Read  my  Lips”  tee 
shirt  for  Annie  Liebovitz’s  cover  shot, 
insisted  “Silence^ Death”  buttons  wrapped  in 
kleenex  dipped  in  Elizabeth  Taylor’s  Passion 
be  included  in  each  album  and  CD,  and  said 
all  proceeds  would  go  wherever  Larry 
Kramer  wanted  them  to  go — provided  he  let 
her  option  on  his  play  The  Normal  Heart 
drop. 

Streisand  also  commissioned  John  Cage  to 
set  the  masturbation  stanzas  of  Walt 
Whitman’s  “Song  of  Myself,”  as  well  as  the 
Good  Gay  and  Gray  Poet’s  “We  Two  Boys 
Together  Clinging,”  but  decided  to  pass  these 
works  on  to  Mandy  Patinkin,  who  was  more 
than  pleased  to  receive  them.  “What  the  hey,” 
said  Streisand,  “I  didn’t  let  him  open  his 
mouth  in  Yentl." 

A  big  surprise  for  Barbra’s  fans  came  with 
her  inclusion — reportedly  as  homage  to  her 
son  Jason — of  Morrissey’s  “Hairdresser  on 
Fire,”  arranged  for  the  diva  of  Flatbush 
Avenue  by  Paula  Abdul.  “I  knew  I  could  do 
it,”  said  the  chanteuse  who  has  previously 
conquered  John  Lennon’s  “Mother”  and 
David  Bowie’s  “Life  on  Mars?”  “But  I  had 
the  added  incentive  of  presenting  my  son 
with  a  celibate  homosexual  role  model.  He’ll 
thank  me  for  it  when  he  lives  to  inherit. 
Besides,  I  couldn’t  resist  the  title.  It  happened 
once,  to  someone  I  know.”  □ 


SASSIFIEDS 


To  respond  to  a  QCN  Sassified  ad,  enclose  your 
response  in  an  envelope  with  the  corresponding 
box  number  written  on  the  upper  right  hand 
comer  of  the  envelope  with  a  so  fowarding  fee 
(cash  only,  nothing  we  have  to  endorse)  in  a 
slightly  bigger  envelope  that  is  capable  of  holding 
all  of  that.  Remeber  to  affix  the  correct  amount  of 
postage  to  the  second  envelope  which  should  have 
your  return  address  in  the  upper  left  hand  comer 
but  should  not  be  sealed  with  glue.  We  cannot  be 
responsible  for  misdirected  ads.  Boy,  can  we  ever 
not  be  responsible  for  spelling  errors  in  your 
Sassifieds  (some  of  you  people  have  atrocious 
hand  writing!) 


Persondulls 


BAY  ME  YUP,  SCOTTY 

30  year  old  GWM,  02118  resident,  5'8",  150,  likes 
casual,  no-strings  attached,  creative  good  times. 
No  SM,  BD,  WS,  FF,  (EI-EI-0).  Drop  me  a  line 
and  let's  explore  possibilities.  Jeffie,  c/o  QCN. 


Roses  arc  red 
Violets  are  blue 
This  column  has  led 
To  conflict  for  nous 

Eggplants  are  puce 
Shamrocks  are  green 
Forget  any  truce 
You  don't  get  what  I  mean 

Daisies  are  white 
Tulips  are  black 
You  hale  what  I  write? 
Puck  you — write  back! 

Roses  still  red 
Violets  so  blue 
I'd  rather  be  dead 
Then  send  sonnets  to  you 


TOTAL  MISS  HOOVER 

Something-year-old  cocksucking  fiend,  likes 
formal,  strings  attached,  non-creative  times.  SM, 
BD,  WS,  FF  a  definite  possibility.  Tired  of  vanilla 
ex-boyfriend's  anti-sex  hangups.  Write  J.J 
Headcheese,  c/o  QCN 


GM  SEEKS  REAL  MATE, 

LOOKS  UNIMPORTANT 

Me:  GM,  sincere,  tired  of  bar  scene,  superficial 

rle.  You:  GWM,  31-32  1/2,  between  yll"  and 
160-175  rock  hard  muscular  pounds. 
Moderately  hairy  (please,  no  gorillas  or 
smoothies),  light  auburn  to  dark  brown/black  hair, 
bright  blue  or  mysterious  brown  eyes  (please,  no 
greenies  or  hazels).  Prefer  Calvins  and  Polo, 
dressing  left;  woulckiT  be  caught  dead  in  Dockers 
or  Williwear  or  dressing  right  up  and  down. 
Cologne:  Drakkar  Noir,  Paul  Sebastian  or  nothing 
at  all  (please,  no  Obsession  for  Men).  No  contacts, 
eyeglasses,  snort-laughs,  tendency  for  flake-hinge 


boogie  hanging  out  of  left  or  right  nostril.  Belts: 
vinyl  and  4"  thick  (min  imum);  suspenders:  not 
on  your  life!  Sexually,  you  must  be  a  complete 
top,  willing  to  do  exactly  what  1  tell  you  to  do. 
Your  penis  should  have  be  circumcised  at  birth,  be 
4"  flaccid,  a  hard  (above  average  thick)  8-8  1/2" 
capable  of  maintaining  a  full  erection  for  several 
hours.  Copious  pubic  hair  a  must  (please,  no 
shavies).  Above  all:  be  open  minded  and  non- 
judgemental.  Mr.  Michael  Michaels,  Box  1,  QCN. 


Young  LF  gayboy  wannabe  seeks  dyke  who 

knows  how  to  wear  her  baaseball  cap  the  right 
way.  C.  Wobbles,  c/o  QCN. 

QUEER  SOLAR  SYSTEM 

Our  all-inclusive  group  seeks  white  men  who 
think  they're  radical.  $5, 000/year  dues.  Lifeforms 
from  other  planets  invited — we  include  everyone 
who  feels  comfortable  in  a  room  with  us.  Wririle 
us  c/o  Box  QSS,  QCN. 


Announcings 


Tired  of  ACT  UP?  ACT  OUT?  ACT  NOW?  New 
group  forming:  ACT  YOUR  AGE.  Devoted  to 
current  employees/survivors  of  QCN. 


THE  GAY  DECEIVERS 

Group  forming  for  Adult  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Children  of  Bisexual  Men  and  Women  Who  Have 
Been  Lied  To.  Has  someone  lied  to  you  about 
their  age?  their  name?  their  dress  size?  Even 
something  less  serious?  Did  you  find  out  the  hard 
way?  You  may  still  carry  the  scars. 
AGLCBMWWHBL.T  seeks  new  member  to  share 
their  experiences.  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  Call  for  location.  All  welcome.  Bring 
munchies.  Group  also  forming  for  Liars  and 
Their  Friends.  Call  426-4469  ask  for  Judy,  or  is  it 
Linda?  (tee-hee.) 


POCS 

Is  summer  not  the  only  time  you're  embarrassed 
about  your  ‘whiteness'"  Have  you  always  wanted 
to  be  Black?  How  about  Latino?  Want  to  increase 
your  marketability?  Hold  the  room's  attention 
during  meetings?  Make  yours  the  opinion  that 
everyone  wants?  This  could  be  your  ticket:  apply 
for  your  POCS  (People  of  Color  Status  - 
pronounced  POX)  today. ...  Maybe  you  want  more 
than  political  benefits...  Always  wanted  that 
exotic  look?  With  POCS,  you'll  be  entilted  to 
wear  the  clothes  and  the  hairstyles,  impress  the 
really  cool  girls/boys.  If  you've  suffered,  if  you're 
commiled,  you  may  be  eligible.  Help  us  spread 
the  POCS  on  society.  And  remember,  it's  better  to 
have  the  POCS  than  to  acually  be  a  POC  Why? 
Because  you  can  give  up  your  POCS,  whenever 
you  want,  AT  YOUR  CONVENIENCE  -  you 
don't  have  to  be  a  POC  forever.  We  have  Syr,  1  yr 
and  a  special  3-month  trial  period  as  well  as  our 
monthly  renewable  lifetime  offer.  Call  to  set  up 
your  interview  today  1-800-MOR-POXX. 
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Running  on  Empty 

life  looks  bleak  and  dreary  ... 
everything  is  so  much  effort... 

MIKE  DUPHIE'S 

nothing  gives  you  pleasure...  not 
even  food  sex,  or  friends...  and  it's 
hard  to  find  a  way  to  ease  the 
pain. 

And  really,  why  bother? 

WHOLESALE 

RUG 

If  you  are  commited  to  finding  a 
real  solution,  why  don't  you  end  it 
all.  We  can  help 

RE-SELLERS 

Self  End 

Counseling 

Free  pick-up  •  No  delivery 

Because  in  the  end,  it's  all  up  to  you  #  > 

62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 

426-4469  M 

t 

Saturday  afternoons,  from  the 
trunk  of  a  white  Mercedes  on  the 

corner  of  Boylston  and  Berkeley 

SAD  GAY  MIME  SCHOOL 

MIME  TRAINING  FOR  GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS 


Study  with  New  England's 
premier  gay  and  lesbian  mime 
troupe  experienced  in  the 
Marcel  Marceau  method. 

Learn  the  fine  art  of  crying, 
leaning  and  balancing. 
Advanced  students  will  learn 
"the  box"  and  rope-tug  poses 


693  Bothersome  St.  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  555-3010  Copley  Sq.  opposite  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon-Thurs  9:30  am-lOpm  •  Fri&Sat  9:30am-l  1pm  •  Sun  12-9pm 
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Chicago  court 

to  rule  on  gay/les 
parents 

Activists  await  a  precedent-setting  decision 


By  Elixabeth  Yukins 

CHICAGO — A  child  custody  case 
pending  before  the  Illinois  Appellate  Court 
will  have  an  enormous  influence  on  the 
future  of  lesbian  and  gay  parenting  rights 
here.  In  a  precedent-setting  case,  the  state’s 
appeals  court  will  decide  whether  individuals 
can  be  denied  custody  of  their  children  solely 
because  the  parent  is  lesbian  or  gay. 

The  case  involves  a  mother  who  lost 
custody  of  her  child  during  a  divorce  trial 
because  a  judge  found  her  to  be  a  lesbian. 
During  the  custody  hearings  in  April  of  1990, 
Carl  Diehl  accused  his  ex-wife,  Barbara 
Diehl,  of  being  sexually  involved  with 
another  woman,  Jennifer  Berger.  Although 
both  Diehl  and  Berger  denied  that  they  were 
involved  in  a  lesbian  relationship,  witnesses 
testified  to  the  contrary. 

One  witness,  a  professional  acqaintance  of 
Berger  and  Diehl,  said  that  she  had  seen 
Berger  and  Diehl  together  at  a  lesbian  bar, 
and  that  they  had  told  her  they  were  involved 
in  a  lesbian  relationship.  The  other  witness, 
Berger’s  ex-husband,  testified  that  Berger 
and  Diehl  had  a  history  of  sleeping  in  the 
same  bedroom  together.  The  trial  court  judge, 
Michael  Galasso,  accepted  the  witnesses’ 
testimony  and  found  that  Diehl  was  involved 
in  a  lesbian  relationship. 

In  his  ruling,  Galasso  specifically  cited 
Diehl’s  sexual  orientation  as  grounds  for 
denying  her  custody  of  her  three-year-old 
daughter,  Jennifer.  He  also  imposed  a 
visitation  restriction  that  prohibits  any 
woman  with  whom  Diehl  is  living  to  be 
present  during  Diehl’s  visits  with  her  child. 

Diehl  has  filed  an  appeal  on  the  grounds 
that  Galasso ’s  decision  was  based  solely  on 
his  own  personal  biases  against  lesbians.  The 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  and 
the  National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights  have 
submitted  statements  to  the  court  in  her 
support  The  ACLU  charges  that  the  decision 
violates  Diehl’s  constitutional  rights,  and 
both  organizations  argue  that  Galasso’s 
ruling  fails  to  offer  concrete,  substantive 
reasons  for  denying  Diehl  custody. 

‘Tender  years’ 

Diehl’s  parenting  abilities  were  not  at  issue 
during  the  custody  trial.  According  to  court 
transcripts,  the  judge  stated,  “Both  parents 
have  requisite  parenting  skills  in  order  to  rear 
[their  daughter]  Jennifer.”  He  added  that  if 
Diehl’s  denial  of  her  lesbian  relationship  was 
“credible,”  then  “the  [state’s  custody] 
standards  would  dictate.. .that  she  should  be 
granted  custody.” 

Galasso  decided,  however,  that  Diehl’s 
testimony  was  “not  credible,”  and  that  her 
alleged  sexual  relationship  with  Berger 
would  have  a  negative  effect  on  her  daughter. 

“Because  of  Jennifer's  tender  years,  I  feel 
that  it  is  in  her  best  interest  not  to  be  exposed 
to  a  lesbian  relationship,"  said  Galasso.  He 
denied  Diehl  custody  and  ordered  that  neither 
Berger  nor  or  any  other  woman  residing  with 
Diehl  can  be  present  during  the  daughter’s 
visits. 


“When  [Jennifer]  is  older  and  able  to 
reasonably  and  logically  make  choices  of  her 
own  and  understand  the  difference  in  sexual 
preferences,  the  Court  will  consider 
removing  the  restriction  on  visitation,”  said 
Galasso. 

When  Diehl’s  lawyer  requested  that 
Galasso  reconsider  his  decision,  the  judge 
responded,  “The  child  would  be  emotionally 
injured  if  she  was  continually  exposed 
because  of  her  tender  years  to  the 
relationship  Diehl  has  with  Berger.” 

‘Biases  and  presumptions’ 

According  to  lawyers  involved  with 
Diehl’s  appeal,  Galasso’s  decision  was  both 
unjustified  and  unjust.  “The  judge  had 
nothing  else  to  base  his  decision  on  [other] 
than  his  own  biases  and  presumptions,”  said 
Maria  Gil  de  Lamadrid,  an  attorney  at  the 
National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights  (NCLR) 
in  San  Francisco.  She  called  the  ruling 
“horribly  restrictive,”  and  described  the 
appellate  brief  that  NCLR  has  filed  in 
support  of  Diehl’s  case. 

“We  sought  [in  the  brief]  to  debunk  the 
myths  that  the  court  was  most  likely 
operating  with  about  lesbians,”  Gil  de 
Lamadrid  told  GCN.  “We  discussed 
numerous  case  studies  that  concluded 
uniformly,  across  the  board,  that  children 
raised  in  lesbian  family  households  have  no 
problems  directly  related  to  being  raised  in 
such  an  environment,”  she  said. 

Diehl’s  lawyer,  Jill  Metz,  similarly  said 
that  the  judge  made  his  ruling  purely  on  his 
own  presumptions  about  lesbians.  “There 
was  no  evidence  presented  to  the  court 
showing  lesbian  relationships  present  harm 
to  a  child,”  she  said. 

Metz  told  GCN  that  Galasso’s  ruling 
contradicted  Illinois  law  that  states  that  a 
judge  must  find  harm  to  the  child  in  order  to 
restrict  visitation  rights.  “If  you  look  at  what 
he  was  presented  with  and  what  the 
witnesses  said,  there  was  no  testimony  of  any 
harm  to  the  child,”  she  said. 

Metz  also  said  that  the  judge’s  decision 
usurped  the  opinion  of  a  professional  medical 
witness  who  testified  at  the  trial.  “A  court- 
appointed  psychologist  felt  the  child  was 
more  closely  bonded  to  her  mother,  and  that 
the  mother  had  good  parenting  skills,”  said 
Metz.  “The  psychologist  even  said  that  if  a 
lesbian  relationship  existed,  it  would  not 
affect  her  opinion”  about  the  mother’s 
parenting  capabilities. 

John  Hammel  of  the  ACLU  said  that  not 
only  does  Galasso’s  decision  not  only 
contradict  Illinois  custody  statutes,  it  violates 
Diehl’s  constitutional  rights.  Hammel  told 
GCN  that  the  ACLU  court  brief  argues  that 
the  custody  ruling  infringes  on  Diehl’s 
privacy  rights  and  violates  her  fundamental 
right  raise  her  child  in  the  manner  she 
chooses.  Hammel  added  that  the  ruling  also 
infringes  on  Diehl’s  right  to  equal  protection 
because  Galasso  treated  a  lesbian  parent 
differently  from  a  heterosexual  parent 
without  justification. 

Continued  on  page  3 


Activists  hail  court  ruling 

Women’s  and  workers'  rights  advocates  win  an  important 
victory  in  the  nations  highest  court 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

WASHINGTON — In  a  historic  decision, 
the  Supreme  Court  unanimously  ruled  March 
20  that  employers  may  not  exclude  women 
from  work  that  might  endanger  the  healthy 
development  of  a  fetus.  The  ruling  against 
fetal  protection  policies  was  strong-worded 
and  decisive,  and  its  supporters  anticipate  it 
will  have  a  profound  impact  on  future  sex- 
discrimination  cases. 

The  case,  Automobile  Workers  v.  Johnson 
Controls,  began  in  1984  when  employees  of 
the  nation’s  leading  manufacturer  of  lead- 
acid  automobile  batteries  filed  a  class  action 
lawsuit  against  the  company.  The  suit  was 
brought  by  the  employees  and  their  union, 
the  United  Auto  Workers  (UAW).  When  a 
federal  district  court  of  appeals  dismissed  the 
suit  in  1989,  the  workers  took  the  case  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  19.) 

Following  the  Supreme  Court's 
ruling, women’s  rights  groups  and  labor 
unions  who  had  joined  together  to  fight 
Johnson  Controls’  exclusionary  fetal 
protection  policies  lauded  the  justices’  clear 
support  of  gender  equality  in  the  workplace. 
Opponents  of  the  policies  estimated  that  had 
the  court  ruled  in  favor  of  fetal  protection,  as 
many  as  20  million  women  exposed  to  toxins 
on  the  job  might  have  been  affected  by  the 
widespread  development  of  similar 
exclusionary  employment  practices. 

“This  decision  probably  affects  women  in 
the  workplace  more  than  any  other  women’s 
rights  decision  to  come  out  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  decades,”  said  Rosemary  Dempsey, 
Action  Vice-President  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW).  She  told 
GCN  that,  “In  the  struggle  to  maintain 
women’s  rights  to  self-determination,  this  is  a 
very  important  victory.” 

In  the  landmark  decision,  all  nine  justices 
agreed  that  Johnson  Contois’  gender-based 
fetal  protection  policy  violated  federal  civil 
rights  and  anti-discrimination  laws.  Five  of 
the  justices  found  that  no  fetal  protection 
policies  were  justifiable  under  law;  the  four 
others  had  differing  views  on  the 
admissibility  of  such  policies  when  written  in 
narrower  terms. 

Johnson  Controls  said  that  it  had  sought  to 
prevent  its  female  employees,  and  their 


potential  fetuses,  from  being  exposed  to  lead. 
“Women  who  are  pregnant  or  are  capable  of 
bearing  children  will  not  be  placed  into  jobs 
involving  lead  exposure  or  which  could 
expose  them  to  lead  through  the  exercise  of 
job  bidding,  bumping,  transfer,  or 
promotion,”  the  policy  at  issue  stated. 

Female  employees  at  Johnson  Controls 
plants  who  wanted  to  work  in  areas  with  high 
lead  exposure — jobs  that  often  paid 
more — were  required  either  to  undergo  a 
sterilization  operation  or  to  provide  medical 
proof  that  they  were  unable  to  conceive. 

The  High  Court  found  that  the  policy 
directly  violates  the  federal  Civil  Rights  Act 
of  1964,  which  prohibits  sex  discrimination 
in  employment.  The  court  also  ruled  that  the 
policy  violates  the  1978  Pregnancy 
Discrimination  Act  that  prohibits 
discrimination  “because  of  or  on  the  basis  of 
pregnancy,  childbirth,  or  related  medical 
conditions.” 

In  the  majority  opinion,  written  by  Harry 
Blackmun  and  joined  by  Sandra  Day 
O’Connor,  David  Souter,  Thurgood  Marshall, 
and  John  Paul  Stevens,  the  court  stated,  “The 
bias  in  Johnson  Controls’  policy  is  obvious. 
Fertile  men,  but  not  fertile  women,  are  given 
a  choice  whether  they  wish  to  risk  their 
reproductive  health  for  a  particular  job.” 
Blackmun  pointed  out  that  although  medical 
evidence  shows  that  lead  also  has  a 
debilitating  effect  on  the  male  reproductive 
system,  Johnson  Controls  did  not  take  steps 
to  exclude  men  from  potentially  hazardous 
jobs. 

“[The  policy  at  issue]  classifies  on  the 
basis  of  gender  and  childbearing  capacity, 
rather  than  on  fertility  alone,"  wrote 
Blackmun.  “[Johnson  Controls]  does  not 
protect  the  unconceived  children  of  all  its 
employees. ..[it]  is  concerned  only  with  the 
harms  that  may  befall  the  unborn  offspring  of 
its  female  employees.” 

Blackmun  concluded  the  opinion  with  far- 
reaching  statements  on  gender  equality  in  the 
workplace  and  the  rights  of  women  and  men 
to  control  their  own  lives.  “Women  [who  are] 
as  capable  of  doing  their  jobs  as  their  male 
counterparts  may  not  be  forced  to  choose 
between  having  a  child  and  having  a  job,” 

Continued  on  page  i 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“They’re  holding  this  conference  in  a 
major  hotel,  the  Hilton,  in  the  middle  of  a 
very  big  city,  Atlanta.  Women  who  are  afraid 
of  men  are  going  to  walk  into  the  hallways 
or  onto  the  sidewalks  and  bump  into  men. 
This  isn’t  the  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music 
Festival,  it’s  a  major  political  front  page 
news  story.” 

— Gay  syndicated  writer  Rex  Wockner, 
lamenting  his  "exclusion"  from  the  National 
Lesbian  Conference  (NLC),  in  the 
Washington  Blade.  NLC  organizers 
reportedly  responded  to  Wockner's  request 
for  press  credentials  by  saying  that  the  first- 
ever  national  gathering  for  lesbians  in  this 
country  is  to  be  a  woman-only  event. 

Hawaii  passes  gay 
rights  law 

HONOLULU — Hawaii  recently  became 
one  of  three  states  in  the  U.S.  to  adopt 
legislation  protecting  gay  men  and  lesbians 
from  employment  discrimination.  Similar  to 
laws  that  exist  in  Wisconsin  and 
Massachusetts,  Hawaii's  new  statute  adds 
sexual  orientation  to  the  list  of  protected 
classes  in  regard  to  employment,  housing, 
public  accommodations,  and  access  to 
services  that  receive  state  financial 
assistance. 

According  to  Island  Lifestyle,  a  Hawaiian 
gay  newspaper,  Gov.  John  Waihee  signed  the 
bill  March  21,  after  it  received  a  large 
majority  of  the  votes  in  the  state  legislature. 
While  efforts  had  been  made  to  pass  a  gay 
rights  law  since  1974,  this  year’s  bill  was  the 
first  to  receive  such  widespread  support. 

Gay  rights  activists  involved  with  the 
legislation  attribute  much  of  its  success  to 
the  work  of  lobbyist  Leon  Rouse.  Rouse 
suggested  that  the  bill  be  introduced  through 
the  Senate’s  Employment  Committee  in 
order  to  avoid  attention  from  fundamentalist 
groups.  Rouse's  tactic  worked,  and 
conservative  opposition  to  the  bill  arose  only 
towards  the  end  of  the  legislative  review 
sessions. 

The  bill  received  support  from  a  large 
number  of  politicians,  civil  rights  advocates, 
and  local  religious  organizations,  including 
leaders  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  or% 
Honolulu  and  the  Hawaii  Council  ot 
Churches. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Lesbians  win 
discrimination  suit 

MEDFORD,  Ore. — A  local  school  district 
has  recently  agreed  to  pay  $25,000  to  two 
women  who  were  fired  last  year  because  of 
their  association  with  a  lesbian  musical.  The 
settlement  resulted  from  a  civil  suit  filed  by 
the  women  against  the  Central  Point  School 
District,  the  Oregon  Arts  Commission,  and 
the  Arts  Council  of  Southern  Oregon.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  26) 

Sue  Carney  and  Pat  O’Scannell,  who 
make  up  the  Irish  musical  duo,  Criona,  were 
hired  by  the  Mae  Richardson  Elementary 
School  to  teach  classes  in  Renaissance 
music.  The  school  commissioned  Criona 
through  the  artist-in-residence  program  of 
the  Southern  Oregon  Arts  Council,  a  field 
office  of  the  Oregon  Arts  commission. 

The  principal  of  the  school  cancelled  the 
contract  when  she  learned  that  Carney  was 
involved  with  a  lesbian  musical.  The 
Amazon  All-Stars.  The  principal’s  decision  to 
terminate  the  contract  was  approved  by  the 
Arts  Council. 

In  December,  Criona,  represented  by  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU), 
filed  a  lawsuit  charging  that  the  breach  of 
contract  had  violated  Carney's  and 
O’ScanneU’s  freedom  of  association  rights. 

According  to  the  settlement,  arrived  at  in 
early  March,  the  school  district’s  insurance 
company  agreed  to  pay  Carney  and 
O’Scannell  $25,000  in  damages.  The  women 
will  also  teach  at  the  school  as  originally 
scheduled.  School  officials  acknowledged 
that  they  had  cancelled  the  contract  in  order 
to  avoid  potential  funding  controversy  in  a 
coming  election. 

In  a  joint  statement  on  the  settlement,  the 
ACLU  and  the  Oregon  Arts  Commission 
stressed  that  the  contract  cancellation  did  not 
reflect  homophobia  on  the  part  of  the  Arts 
Commission.  In  an  effort  to  reaffirm  its 
opposition  to  homophobia,  the  state's  arts 
agency  has  decided  to  revise  and  strengthen 
the  anti-discrimination  language  in  its  artist - 
in-residence  contracts.  Carney  and 
O’Scannell  will  act  as  paid  consultants  to  the 
Arts  Commission  in  this  process. 

“1  am  particularly  encouraged  by  the  fact 
that  the  Arts  Commission  has  taken  a 


position  of  national  leadership  in  its  renewed 
efforts  to  support  artists,"  said  Renee  Jacobs, 
Criona’s  lawyer  and  an  ACLU  cooperating 
attorney.  Jacobs  told  GCN  that  at  a  time 
when  other  arts  commissions  are  becoming 
increasingly  reluctant  to  serve  as  advocates 
for  their  artists,  “The  Oregon  Arts 
Commission  has  strengthened  its 
commitment  to  protect  artists  against  future 
cases  of  sexual  orientation  discrimination.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Queer  Nation  targets 
schools 

BOSTON — In  an  effort  to  reach  out  to 
young  lesbian  and  gay  people.  Queer 
Nation/Boston  has  begun  a  Save  OUR 
Children  campaign  at  local  high  schools.  At 
their  first  demonstration  on  the  morning  of 
March  18, 23  Queer  Nation  members  handed 
out  pro-gay  pamphlets  and  condoms  to 
students  entering  Brookline  High  School. 

A  statement  in  the  “Queer  is  Cool”  leaflets 
distributed  at  the  action  read,  “[We  are]  a 
group  of  young  lesbians  and  gays  who 
endeavor  to  save  the  next  generation  of  gay 
and  lesbian  youth  from  the  hate  and 
oppression  we  grew  up  with.” 

“I  think  [the  demonstration]  went  really 
well,”  said  Patrick  Santana,  one  of  the 
campaign  organizers.  “The  people  who  were 
out  there  felt  good  about  the  effort,  and  the 
students’  response  was  quite  positive,”  he 
told  GCN.  “This  one  of  those  rare  actions  in 
activism  where  you  can  leave  feeling  like 
you  have  done  something  tangibly  positive 
for  the  gay  community.” 

By  promoting  gay  and  lesbian  visibility  at 
area  schools,  campaign  participants  hope  to 
alert  lesbian  and  gay  students  to  the  size  and 
diversity  of  the  gay  community.  “As  a  gay 
person  growing  up  in  virtual  isolation,  I 
didn’t  have  role  models  in  the  media  or  in 
real  life,”  said  Michael  Silver,  a  Queer 
Nation  member.  “Today,  we  are  providing 
those  role  models.  Kids  can  feel  better  about 
themselves — knowing  that  they’re  not 
restricted  to  living  gay  stereotypes.” 

Santana  said  that  response  from  school 
officials  was  favorable.  “We  received  a 
number  of  phone  calls  from  straight  teachers 
at  the  school  telling  us  we  did  a  good  job  and 
to  keep  up  the  good  work,”  he  said. 

Future  Save  OUR  Children  actions  will 
take  place  at  Arlington  Catholic  High  School 
on  March  28,  and  at  Boston  Latin  School  on 
April  8.  For  more  information  call  the  Queer 
Nation  hotline  at  577-8123. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

No  dykes  allowed 

PHILADELPHIA — One  of  the  most 
prominent  college  basketball  coaches  in  the 
country  has  caused  a  stir  on  her  home 
campus,  with  local  press  reports  revealing 
that  she  forbids  lesbians  from  playing  on  her 
team.  In  the  aftermath  of  a  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  article  featuring  Penn  State  coach 
Rene  Portland,  Penn  State  University 
officials  are  scrambling  to  implement  an 
anti -discrimination  policy  that  would  apply 
to  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  coverage  of  Portland’s  stance  has 
created  a  whirl  of  political  activity  at  Penn 
State.  Lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual  students 
have  demonstrated  against  the  coach, 
demanding  Portland’s  resignation  and  calling 
for  university  censure  of  her  anti-lesbian 
policy. 

Penn  State  administrators  say  that 
although  Portland’s  alleged  stance  is  not 
presently  in  violation  of  any  university 
policy,  it  is  likely  that  the  Faculty  Senate  will 
soon  pass  an  anti-discrimination  measure. 

“Once  that  has  been  done,  then 
[Portland’s]  position  will  be  in  violation  of 
that  policy,”  said  Penn  State  Vice-Provost 
James  Stewart. 

According  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News, 
the  Inquirer  article  referred  to  Portland’s 
“refusal  to  grant  scholarships  to  women  who 
are  gay  [sic].”  The  piece  also  quoted  a 
former  team  member,  who  said  that  Portland 
“tells  you  flat  out,  ‘I  don’t  have  any 
appreciation  for  the  homosexual  lifestyle.  I 
won't  have  that  on  my  team.'” 
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Expanding  AIDS  activism 

A  conference  examines  activism  in  communities  of  color 


Amnesty  pressured  to 
include  gay  prisoners 

Lesbian  and  gay  activists. urge  the  international  human  rights 
organization  to  adopt  a  pro-gay  resolution  at  its  upcoming 
conference  in  Tokyo 


By  Chris  Nealon 

SAN  FRANCISCO — As  Amnesty 
International  gears  up  for  its  first  worldwide 
conference  in  four  years,  activists  in  the  U.S. 
are  intensifying  their  campaign  to  get  the 
human  rights  organization  to  include  lesbian 
and  gay  prisoners  among  those  it  assists.  At 
Amnesty  USA's  West  Coast  meeting  March 
16,  members  of  the  International  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Human  Rights  Commission 
(IGLHRC)  urged  the  American  Amnesty 
section  to  press  for  lesbian  and  gay  concerns 
at  the  upcoming  international  conference 
scheduled  for  late  August  in  Tokyo. 

Meanwhile,  a  grassroots  network  of 
activists  led  by  Queer  Planet/San  Francisco 
has  launched  a  postcard  campaign  pressuring 
Amnesty  USA  to  propose  a  pro-lesbian  and 
-gay  resolution  at  the  Tokyo  meeting.  In 
addition,  a  coalition  of  lesbian  and  gay 
human  rights  advocates  plans  to  make  the 
same  demand  at  Amnesty  USA’s  national 
conference  in  Washington,  D.C.,  this  June. 

Past  attempts 

Activists  say  although  the  Danish  section 
of  Amnesty  made  a  proposal  to  protect 
lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  as  long  ago  as 
1974,  the  idea  has  historically  met  with 
resistance.  Amnesty  members  opposed  to  an 
international  pro-lesbian/gay  mandate  say 
that  in  many  countries,  human  rights  groups 
don’t  think  lesbians  and  gay  men  should  be 
protected.  Those  in  favor  of  a  lesbian  and 
gay  resolution  argue  that  other  controversial 
measures,  like  Amnesty’s  resolution  to 
oppose  the  death  penalty,  did  not 
permanently  alienate  those  sections  that 
disagreed. 

Until  Amnesty’s  International  Council 
decides  whether  or  not  to  include  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  organization’s  worldwide 
mandate,  individual  sections  are  able  to  make 
their  own  resolutions  on  the  matter.  In  1990, 
for  instance,  Amnesty  USA  resolved  to  assist 
lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  of  conscience. 
According  to  that  resolution,  Amnesty  USA 
”interpret[s]  its  mandate  to  allow  for  the 
adoption  as  prisoners  of  conscience  of 
persons  who  are  imprisoned  solely  because 
of  their  identity  as  homosexuals  including  the 
practice  of  sexual  acts  in  private  between 
consenting  adults.” 

Compromise? 

Activists  say  that  the  U.S.  resolution  may 
not  survive  the  Tokyo  meeting,  however, 
because  other  countries  will  be  reluctant  to 
address  the  issue  of  sodomy  laws.  In 
particular,  they  say,  Amnesty  may  try  to 
distinguish  between  “sexual  identity”  and 
“sexual  conduct”  in  order  to  appease  those 
countries  that  are  squeamish  about 
homosexuality. 

In  fact,  said  Julie  Dorf,  IGLHRC  co-chair, 
a  committee  of  Amnesty’s  International 
Council  recently  proposed  a  compromise 
resolution  that  made  such  a  distinction. 
According  to  that  proposal.  Amnesty  could 
assist  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are 
imprisoned  because  of  their  sexual  identity, 
but  not  those  people  imprisoned  for  breaking 
sodomy  laws.  “We  all  know  that  such  a 
distinction  is  ridiculous,”  Dorf  told  GCN. 

She  added,  however,  that  supporters  of 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  in  Amnesty  USA 
might  be  willing  to  give  up  the  more 
comprehensive  American  mandate  in  order 
to  get  the  International  Council  to  take  a  first 
step.  “The  U.S.  chapter  has  been  quite 
progressive,”  Dorf  said,  “but  now  they’re  in 
a  situation  where  they  might  vote  for  the 


Custody 

Continued  from  page  I 

Hammel  said  that  the  appellate  court’s 
decision  on  Diehl’s  case  will  have  enormous 
significance  for  other  lesbian  and  gay  parents 
in  the  state.  “The  fact  that  this  case  is  being 
appealed  at  all  is  important,”  said  Hammel. 
“Most  gays  and  lesbians  fear  what  will 
happen  if  they  contest  custody  rulings 
because  they  quite  justifiably  fear 
homophobic  court  decisions  that  would  keep 
them  from  their  children,"  he  explained. 

Hammel  said  that  lesbian  and  gay  parents 
live  with  the  threat  of  their  sexual  orientation 
being  used  against  them  in  a  custody  case. 
Often,  he  said,  “They  will  agree  to  things 


compromise  resolution  because  they  think 
something  is  better  than  nothing. 

“We’re  saying  that  that’s  not  okay,”  Dorf 
added.  “Our  rights  are  not  compromisable.” 

'As  much  pressure  as  we  can’ 

Cosette  Thompson,  director  of  Amnesty 
USA’s  San  Francisco  office,  told  GCN  that 
the  U.S.  Amnesty  section  did  not  plan  to 
agree  with  a  compromise  proposal.  “It’s  a 
position  we  are  opposing,”  Thompson.said. 

Commenting  on  the  Queer  Planet  postcard 
campaign  urging  Amnesty  USA  not  to 
compromise,  Thompson  said,  “What  they  are 
asking  for  is  pretty  much  what  we’ve  already 
decided  to  do." 

She  added,  however,  that  a  narrower 
resolution  may  get  a  majority  of  votes 
regardless  of  U.S.  opposition. 

In  any  case,  Thompson  said,  “We’re 
putting  as  much  pressure  as  we  can  [on  the 
International  Council]  to  make  sure  that  the 
policy  will  change.” 

Sharing  information 

Meg  Satterthwaite,  co-chair  of  Amnesty 
International  Members  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Concerns,  told  GCN  that  lesbian  and  gay 
members  of  Amnesty  USA  are  actively 
helping  the  organization  to  prepare  for  the 
Tokyo  conference.  In  particular,  she  said, 
Amnesty  USA  has  set  up  a  task  force  on 
homosexuality  and  HIV  issues.  Satterthwaite 
said  that  because  of  the  task  force’s  work, 
Amnesty  USA  will  have  extensive 
documentation  to  show  that  lesbians  and  gay 
men  require  human  rights  protections  around 
the  world. 

“We’ve  been  trying  to  gather  specific 
cases  [of  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  of 
conscience],"  Satterthwaite  said,  “and  we 
have  plenty.” 

Robert  Bray,  director  of  public  information 
at  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
ONGLTF),  said  that  NGLTF  is  also  interested 
in  increasing  the  documentation  of  human 
rights  offenses  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
“We’re  developing  a  paper  trail,  a  dossier," 
Bray  told  GCN. 

In  particular,  Bray  said,  a  coalition  of 
human  rights  groups  including  NGLTF  has 
been  pressuring  Amnesty’s  U.S.  and 
international  headquarters  (in  San  Francisco 
and. London)  to  establish  records  of  such 
offenses.  “We’re  keen  on  keeping  files  at 
both  those  offices,”  he  said. 

Bray  said  he  hopes  that  more  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  the  U.S.  will  get  involved  in 
fighting  for  lesbian  and  gay  human  rights  on 
an  international  scale.  “What  we  consider 
repressions  in  this  country  are  luxuries  for 
gays  and  lesbians  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,”  Bray  said.  “We  have  a  responsibility 
to  those  who  risk  their  lives  just  walking 
down  the  street” 

‘Lonely  place’ 

Of  course,  IGLHRC’s  Dorf  said,  lesbians 
and  gay  men  have  to  address  homophobia  at 
home  at  the  same  time.  Describing  the 
discussion  after  her  presentation  at 
Amnesty’s  West  Coast  conference,  Dorf  said, 
“One  guy  stood  up  and  said,  ‘I  have  to  tell 
you,  as  a  gay  man,  that  Amnesty  is  a  really 
lonely  place.’”  That  man,  Dorf  said,  was  a 
staff  member  in  Amnesty’s  San  Francisco 
office  who  had  not  come  out  to  his 
colleagues. 

“It’s  clear  that  there’s  a  significant 
problem  with  homophobia  in  Amnesty  if  gay 
people  can’t  even  come  out  in  Amnesty 
USA,"  Dorf  said. 

— filed  from  Boston 


they  don’t  really  want  for  fear  that  if  they 
don’t  agree,  they  won’t  get  anything.” 

Hammel  stressed  that  the  appeal  is  crucial 
because  “it  hopefully  will  lead  to  a  decision 
once  and  for  all  that  Illinois  parents  cannot 
be  denied  the  right  to  raise  their  children 
solely  because  of  their  sexual  orientation.” 

While  Metz  similarly  said  that  the 
appellate  decision  will  be  an  important  one, 
she  remains  cautious.  “The  appellate  court’s 
ruling  is  binding  at  the  trial  court  level,  and  it 
becomes  precedent  in  all  state  districts,” 
Metz  said.  Therefore,  she  concluded,  “If  the 
court  makes  a  bad  law,  it  makes  a  really  bad 
law.  If  it  makes  a  good  law,  it  can  change  a 
lot  of  things  in  an  incredibly  positive  way.” 

—filed from  Boston 


By  Chris  Nealon 

NEW  YORK — Approximately  300  people 
of  color  gathered  here  March  22-24,  as  ACT 
UP  sponsored  its  second  annual  conference 
addressing  AIDS  activism  and  the  concerns 
of  communities  of  color.  The  theme  of  the 
event  was  “Challenging  the  AIDS 
Establishment." 

Some  activists  said  that  the  conference 
was  limited  in  its  ability  to  take  up  the  full 
diversity  of  problems  the  epidemic  poses  for 
people  of  color.  In  general,  however, 
participants  said  they  thought  the  event 
established  useful  groundwork  for  future 
gatherings. 

“The  conference  was  very  action- 
oriented,”  said  Lei  Chou,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/New  York’s  Asian-Pacific  Islander 
caucus.  “We  spent  our  time  looking  very 
critically  for  the  best  way  to  fight  the 
political  and  medical  establishments  in  the 
crisis.”  Toward  that  end,  Chou  told  GCN, 
activists  tried  to  explain  to  each  other  all  the 
culturally  specific  ways  that  AIDS  has 
affected  their  communities.  The  idea,  he  said, 
is  that  a  more  diverse  understanding  of  the 
effects  of  the  crisis  will  lead  to  a  more 
coherent  AIDS  activist  movement. 

The  first  panel  of  the  weekend,  Chou  said, 
offered  an  overview  of  the  experiences  of 
activists  from  Black,  Latino/Latina,  Asian, 
Pacific  Islander,  and  Native  American 
communities.  In  each  case,  he  said,  activists 
had  their  own  set  of  concerns  related  to  the 
epidemic. 

For  instance,  Chou  continued,  Asian- 
Pacific  Islander  activists  said  they  felt 
bogged  down  by  trying  to  focus 
simultaneously  on  AIDS  prevention  and 
treatment  For  Asian-Pacific  Islanders,  Chou 
said,  concentrating  on  prevention  is 
important  because  many  people  in  those 
communities  have  not  had  access  to  things 
like  safe  sex  education.  At  the  same  time,  he 
added,  “Because  the  crisis  has  been  here  for 
11  years,  our  numbers  [of  HIV-positive 
people]  are  starting  to  rise.  So  now  we  have 
to  do  everything  at  once.” 

Latina  and  Latino  activists,  Chou  said, 
pointed  out  that  the  struggle  to  fight  AIDS  in 
Puerto  Rico  has  been  complicated  by  the 
flight  of  many  HIV-positive  people  to  the 
United  States  to  seek  treatment.  Because  of 
that  migration,  funding  to  fight  AIDS  in 
Puerto  Rico  may  suffer  because  statistics 
about  the  epidemic  may  be  artificially  low. 

Chou  also  said  that  former  IV  drug  users 
spoke  at  the  conference  about  their  attempts 
to  fight  HIV/AIDS  and  recover  from  their 
addictions  at  the  same  time.  Those  activists, 
Chou  said,  keep  finding  that  support  groups 
for  drug  users  “are  in  denial  about  HIV” — 
that  is,  such  groups  want  to  treat  drug 
addiction  separately  from  HIV,  even  though 
the  two  things  may  be  intimately  linked  in 
individuals’  lives. 

Especially  unfortunate,  activists  said,  is 
that  drug  addiction  treatment  programs 
“don’t  let  the  political  and  social  context  of 
drug  addiction  and  HIV  into  the  picture.” 
Because  of  their  narrow  conception  of 
addiction,  they  said,  such  programs  don’t 


politically  empower  people  in  the  process  of 
helping  them  recover  physically. 

“It  was  a  very  positive  experience,”  said 
Curtis  Harris,  director  of  human  services  at 
the  American  Indian  Community  House  in 
New  York.  “It  was  the  first  time  we’d  really 
been  included  as  participants.”  Harris  told 
GCN  that  Native  people,  along  with  Asian- 
Pacific  Islanders,  initially  felt  excluded  from 
the  proceedings.  He  added,  though,  that  “that 
changed  throughout  the  weekend.”  By  the 
end  of  the  conference,  Harris  said,  activists 
had  begun  to  expand  their  definition  of 
“communities  of  color.” 

Harris  said  that  just  as  with  other  groups, 
Native  American  communities  have  had 
trouble  getting  AIDS  service  organizations  to 
address  their  specific  needs.  He  said  that 
more  effective  methods  of  AIDS  education  in 
Native  American  communities  might  involve 
oral  communication,  either  by  incorporating 
AIDS-related  information  into  storytelling, 
or  by  having  elders  talk  about  AIDS  issues. 

Unfortunately,  he  said,  most  large  AIDS 
service  agencies  can  only  provide  “glossy 
posters  and  glossy  brochures”  that  many 
Native  people  will  dismiss  as  government 
propaganda. 

“Our  history  with  paper  hasn’t  been  very 
good,  if  you  look  at  our  treaty  status,”  he 
said.  He  added  that  he  is  frustrated  because 
the  money  used  to  produce  paper-based 
materials  “could  be  better  spent”  in  Native 
American  communities. 

Finally,  Harris  said,  he  hopes  that 
increased  Native  American  visibility  at  AIDS 
activist  events  will  encourage  well- 
established  groups  to  do  more  outreach  to 
Native  people.  In  particular,  he  said,  “I’d  like 
to  see  ACT  UP  [help  us]  apply  some 
pressure  to  the  Indian  Health  Service.”  Harris 
said  that  the  IHS  has  been  “totally  non- 
responsive”  to  the  AIDS  epidemic  among 
Native  people,  even  though  it  is  the  single 
organization  responsible  for  attending  to 
Native  American  health  needs. 

Sharon  Lim-Hing,  a  member  of  the 
Association  of  Massachusetts  Asian  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  (AMALGM),  told  GCN  that 
she  respected  the  effort  that  led  to  the 
conference.  “It  was  evident  that  a  lot  of  work 
went  into  it,”  Lim-Hing  said.  She  said, 
however,  that  she  “was  a  little  disappointed 
by  the  lack  of  discussion  on  lesbian  safer  sex 
issues,”  especially  because  30  to  40  percent 
of  the  conference  participants  were  women. 

In  general,  Lim-Hing  said,  the  conference 
was  a  mixture  of  frustrating  and  useful 
things.  On  the  good  side,  she  said,  she  “went 
there  to  leant,”  and  found  an  abundance  of 
material  to  take  back  to  Boston.  “Most 
people  there  were  heavily  involved  in  local 
AIDS  work,”  Lim-Hing  said,  so  that  there 
was  “lots  of  printed  material — reams  and 
reams  of  different  papers.” 

On  the  other  hand,  said  Lim-Hing,  she 
found  that  many  people  of  color  are  tired  of 
addressing  cultural  insensitivity  among  white 
AIDS  activists.  In  the  end,  “The  conference 
contributed  to  my  current  dilemma,”  she 
said,  “which  is  whether  or  not  people  of 
color  can  work  with  non-people  of  color  in 
terms  of  activism.”  —filed from  Boston 


Ruling 

Continued  from  page  I 

Blackmun  wrote.  “Decisions  about  the 
welfare  of  future  children  must  be  left  to  the 
parents  who  conceive,  bear,  and  support  and 
raise  them  rather  than  to  the  employers  who 
hire  those  parents.” 

Sabrina  Kurtz,  a  member  of  the 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  and  the 
Coalition  Against  Workplace  Reproductive 
Hazards  (CAWRH),  said  that  companies 
such  as  Johnson  Controls  use  fetal  protection 
policies  not  only  as  excuses  to  discriminate 
against  women,  but  to  avoid  cleaning  up  the 
workplace. 

“Companies  are  now  saying  that  this 
decision  will  force  them  to  take  their 
businesses  elsewhere.  But  they’re  only  going 
to  go  across  the  border,”  Kurtz  told  GCN. 
“They  want  to  set  up  their  industries  [in 
developing  countries]  because  there  are 
fewer  regulations  there.  But  what  about 
fetuses  in  the  third  world?”  she  asked. 
“These  statements  about  relocating  only 
reveal  the  companies’  hypocrisy.” 

“The  removal  of  women  from  the 
workplace  has  given  companies  a  way  out  of 
specifically  addressing  problems  involved 
with  lead  exposure,”  said  Reg  McGhee, 
spokesperson  for  the  UAW.  “Hopefully,  now 
they  will  choose  to  work  with  the  unions  to 
devise  new  strategies  to  make  the  work 
environment  safer.”  McGhee  told  GCN  that 


approximately  15  other  large  companies  have 
fetal  protection  policies,  including  DuPont, 
General  Motors  and  Dow. 

Similarly,  the  director  of  the  Women’s 
Rights  Project  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  Isabelle  Pinzler,  said  that  the 
Supreme  Court’s  decision  will  change 
companies’  approach  to  health  and  safety 
standards.  “In  order  to  defend  their  need  of 
fetal  protection  policies,  companies  have 
been  unusually  forthcoming  in  admitting  that 
they  have  problems  in  respect  to  health 
issues,”  Pinzler  told  GCN.  “Now  having 
admitted  there  are  problems,  the  companies 
have  to  solve  them.  The  only  way  to  do  that 
is  to  clean  up  the  workplace.” 

Tolle  Graham,  coordinator  at  the 
Massachusetts  Committee  for  Occupational 
Safety  and  Health  and  a  member  of 
CAWRH,  expressed  satisfaction  with  the 
decision,  but  said  she  fears  that  the 
progressive  language  used  in  the  decision 
might  be  misleading.  “People  in  the 
workplace  still  have  very  few  choices  and 
rights,”  she  said.  “What  women,  and  indeed 
all  workers,  want  is  to  choose  between  one 
good  job  and  another,  not  between  their 
health  and  their  economic  security,”  she  told 
GCN. 

“With  this  ruling,  we’re  back  to  having  a 
right  we  thought  we  had  all  along —  the  right 
to  have  our  jobs,”  said  Graham.  “Now  we 
have  to  fight  to  clean  up  the  workplace  and 
make  sure  that  the  jobs  women  have  access 
to  are  safe  for  all  workers.” 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  In  June.  Research,  investigate,  and 
write  news  stories  concentraing  on  the 
Boston/New  England  Areas.  May  include  some 
analytical/feature  writing  as  well.  Share 
responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and 
processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability  to 
writie  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
presure.  Knowledge  of  local  lesbian  and  gay 
community  issues  helpful.  Strong  organizational 
and  record-keeping  skills  as  well  as  knowledge  of 
data  entry  and/or  computers  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  May  1 , 1991 . 

Prisoner  Project 
Coordinator/Office  Manager 

Available  In  May.  Prisoner  Project:  Coordinate 
subscriptions  for  prisoners;  edit  and  coordinate 
penpal  ads;  edit  prisoner  letters;  fundraise  for  the 
Project  by  writing  grants.  Office  manager:  Pick  up 
and  distribute  mail  daily;  maintain  office  supplies 
and  equipment. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Former  prisoners  encouraged  to  apply. 

Deadline  for  application:  April  10 

News  Editor 

Available  In  May.  Coordinate  and  edit  the  work 
of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering  local, 
national  and  international  events  of  importance  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Write  news 
stories  as  necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and 
production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Deadline  for  application:  April  15, 1991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collective 
derision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $21 5/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ampie  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  0211 6. 


GCN  EDITORIAL  GUIDELINES 


The  ’Community  Voices’  and  ’Speaking  Our 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  'Speaking  Out* 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  ’Speaking  Out' 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  In 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff 
or  membership. 

All  letters  and  ’Speaking  Out*  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  ’Speaking  Out*  contributions  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and  require 
a  short  (one  to  two  sentence)  biographical  note 
about  the  author  for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the 
article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue 
and  a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on 
the  letters  pages,  printing  of  'Speaking  Out* 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  ’Speaking  Outs’  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  'Speaking  Our 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
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Astonished  at  best 

Dear  GCN : 

I  was  astonished  to  see  the  article  on  Cuba 
and  Ms.  de  Vries’  Stalinist  apology  for  the 
fascist  way  that  Cuba  incarcerates  people 
with  HIV.  It’s  amazing  how  far  leftists  will 
go  to  rationalize  the  oppression  that  gays 
face  in  Cuba.  If  President  Bush  decided  to 
“quarantine”  gays  with  HIV  in  the  U.S., 
would  Ms.  de  Vries  support  him?  I  think  not. 

Yours  truly, 
Brian  A.  Coombs 
Brookline,  Mass. 

A  safe  place 

Dear  GCN : 

I  want  to  address  Liz  Galst’s  description  of 
Esther  Shapiro’s  presentation  at  the  Tikkun 
conference.  Ms.  Shapiro  described  her 
experiences  as  a  Jewish  woman  brought  up 
in  Cuba.  I  found  her  presentation  to  be  one 
of  the  best  things  about  the  conference.  As 
an  Ashkenazi  Jewish  Lesbian  recently 
getting  in  touch  with  my  own  Latin 
American  background  (my  father  was  raised 
in  Argentina)  it  was  very  important  for  me  to 
hear  about  her  experiences. 

1  went  to  the  conference  because  I  was 
feeling  very  alienated  by  all  the  yellow 
ribbons  and  the  media’s  bullshit  When  the 
left  wing  and  parts  of  the  feminist 
communities  started  blaming  Israel  for  the 
war  I  really  needed  to  try  to  find  a  safe  place. 

Like  Liz  Galst  said,  the  Tikkun  conference 
was  not  that  safe  place.  But  for  me  Esther 
Shapiro  came  closer  than  anyone.  She  talked 
about  her  experiences  similar  to  my  own, 
things  I  needed  to  hear.  I  wanted  to  hear 
personal  perspectives,  not  analysis.  I 
certainly  didn’t  want  someone’s  analysis 
pushed  on  me,  which  is  what  I  felt  a  lot  of 
the  men  were  doing.  I  wanted  information 
and  I  wanted  to  come  to  my  own 
conclusions.  Ms.  Shapiro  helped  me  feel 
connected  and  helped  me  to  make 
connections. 

It  also  made  me  sad  that  once  her  time 
was  up  she  was  very  rudely  asked  to  stop 
speaking.  It  was  embarrassing  to  see  her 
treated  like  that  after  all,  she  was  the  only 
woman  “to  make  it  onto  the  main  stage.” 

Sincerely, 

Robin  Mide 
Roslindale,  Mass. 

Time  for  another  March  on 
Washington? 

Dear  GCN: 

ATTENTION!!  DYKES  AND  FAGS  OF 
BOSTON  AND  NEW  ENGLAND!! 

A  proposal  to  March  on  Washington  for 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  in  1992  or  1993  has 
been  put  forward  by  Minneapolis  City 
Councilmember  Brian  Boyle,  San  Francisco 
gay  activist  Drew  Siegel  and  others.  About 
60  people  (mostly  men  and  mostly  white  and 
mostly  from  the  coasts)  came  together  in 
Washington  DC,  on  March  9  to  discuss  the 
idea.  Of  the  60  people  at  the  March  9 
meeting,  about  one  third  supported  a  March 
in  '92;  one  third  supported  a  March  in  ’93; 
and  one  third  expressed  no  preference  or  did 
not  support  either  date. 

Agreement  was  reached  on  the  following 
two  points: 

1)  Attendees  were  urged  to  return  to  their 
home  communities  and  organize  local 
meetings  to  test  levels  of  interest,  energy, 
enthusiasm  for  a  March  in  ’92  or  ’93;  AND 

2)  A  second  “national”  meeting  will  be 
held  in  Washington,  DC,  on  May  11  &  12  to 
hear  reportbacks  from  communities. 

As  the  only  two  attendees  from  the  Boston 
area,  we  invite  you  to  join  us  for  a 
reportback  on  the  March  9  Washington 
meeting  and  to  add  your  voice  and  your 
organization’s  voice  to  this  important 
discussion. 

Bring  it  up  at  your  group’s  next  meeting 
and  send  a  representative  to  this  community 
meeting. 

Sunday,  April  7 

2  PM— 6  PM 

Piemonte  Room 

Boston  City  Hall  (Congress  St.  entrance, 
please  sign  in!) 

THANKS!! 

Sue  Hyde 
Jade  McGleughlin 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Women  veterans  support 

Dear  GCN: 

Throughout  the  history  of  our  nation, 
women  have  served  in  our  Armed  Forces.  In 
the  early  years,  women  primarily  followed 
units  of  male  soldiers,  acting  as  cooks, 
laundresses,  nurses  and  helpers  for  the 
soldiers.  Occasionally,  women  dressed  as 
men  to  take  part  in  the  action  of  combat. 

During  World  War  I,  a  unit  of  Women 
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Marines  was  formed  to  assist  with  clerical 
work  in  Defense  offices;  when  the  war 
ended,  the  women  were  immediately 
discharged.  During  World  War  II  women 
were  accepted  for  service  by  all  branches  of 
the  Armed  Forces  and  for  the  first  time, 
women  served  in  a  wide  variety  of  job  fields 
in  the  military.  By  the  end  of  World  War  II, 
the  women’s  contributions  and  proven  ability 
to  work  well  under  adverse  conditions  led  to 
the  continuation  of  women’s  branches  of 
each  service. 

To  date,  approximately  1.2  million 
American  women  have  served  in  our  Armed 
Forces.  For  as  many  reasons  as  there  are 
individuals,  these  women  have  donned 
military  uniforms  and  survived  the  rigors  of 
training  designed  to  mold  individual 
personalities  into  soldiers,  sailors,  airmen 
and  marines,  each  a  part  of  a  much  larger 
team  with  the  common  goal  of  providing 
defense  for  our  nation.  While  immersed  in 
the  military  sub-culture  women  have  served 
proudly  and  with  distinction  in  peace  time 
and  in  times  of  conflict 

No  matter  what  era,  branch  of  service,  or 
the  length  of  time  spent  in  the  service,  every 
woman  who  has  served  in  the  military  has 
been  changed  by  the  experience.  When 
women  veterans  re-enter  the  mainstream 
they  are  thrust  from  a  highly  structured 
environment  into  a  world  of  endless 
possibilities  and  options. 

As  women  veterans,  we  are  aware  of  a 
lack  of  resources  specifically  designed  for 
women  veterans.  To  help  fill  the  void,  we 
have  created  the  Pallas  Athena  Network, 
named  after  the  Greek  Goddess  of  Wisdom, 
Craft  and  War  whose  likeness  served  as  the 
branch  insignia  for  the  Women’s  Army 
Corps. 

'Dtrough  our  publication,  “Pallas  Athena,” 
we  plan  to  provide  an  open,  supportive 
network  environment  through  which  women 
veterans  can  discuss  issues  and  thoughts  with 
other  women  who  share  the  common 
experience  of  military  service.  We  will 
provide  articles  of  interest  to  women 
veterans  and  resource  information  as  well  as 
fiction  and  creative  works  by  women 
veterans.  We  are  currently  seeking  comments 
and  suggestions  for  our  first  issue  to  be 
published  no  later  than  April  15, 1991 . 

We  encourage  ALL  women  veterans  to 
participate,  regardless  of  race,  creed,  religion 
or  sexual  orientation.  A  special,  discreet 
supplement  will  be  published  for  lesbian 
veterans. 

For  further  information,  contact:  The 
Pallas  Athena  Network,  P.O.  Box  1171,  New 
Market,  VA  22844 

Barbara  Sweatt 
Director,  Pallas  Athena  Network 
New  Market,  Va. 

A  human  drama 

Dear  GCN: 

Progressives  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  must  come  to  realize  that  the 
struggle  for  Middle  East  peace  is  a  vital  part 
of  our  lives. 

Debate  on  Middle  East  issues  is  limited  by 
what  can  only  be  seen  as  anti-Arab  racism 
(itself  a  form  of  racist  anti-semitism,  since 
Arabs  are  Semitic  peoples),  based  on  a  severe 
lack  of  information. 

The  ongoing  diaspora  of  the  Palestinian 
people  is  as  compelling  a  human  drama  as 
the  fight  against  apartheid  in  South  Africa. 
American  tax  dollars  that  could  be  solving 
problems  like  AIDS  finance  the  continued 
illegal  occupation  by  Israel  of  Gaia,  the 
W*st  Bank,  Golan,  and  Southern  Lebanon. 

\s  a  gay  American  PWA  who  grew  up  in 
Middle  East — in  Saudi  Arabia,  Lebanon, 

id  Iran — I  feel  frustrated  at  the  uncritical 
way  in  which  other  progressives  and  liberals 
in  our  activist  community  buy  into 
Washington’s  overwhelmingly  pro-Israeli 
line.  And  as  a  former  civilian  resident  of 
west  Beirut,  bombed  with  American-made 
phosphorous  and  cluster  bombs  by  the 
Israelis,  I  am  outraged  by  this. 

There  will  be  no  peace  in  the  Middle  East 
until  there  is  a  Palestinian  homeland.  Period. 

Sincerely, 
Steve  Rose 
Boston,  Mass. 

To  Joe 

Dear  GCN : 

This  following  is  a  response  to  a  letter  that 
was  published  in  your  publication,  Vol.  18, 
No.  32  from  a  prisoner  named  Joe  in  the 
Arizona  State  Prison. 

Please  feel  free  to  publish  my  address  at 
the  end  of  the  letter  so  that  anyone  may 
refute  my  comments  if  they  so  desire.  Thank 
you  for  your  time  and  an  excellent 
publication. 

Most  are  dependent  on  people,  Mr.  Joe, 
for  friendship/companionship,  counseling, 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Don’t  call  me  a  ‘homosexual/ 


thank  you  kindly! 


By  Tim  Campbell 

In  the  ’60s  and  early  ’70s,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  about  what  to  call 
ourselves.  Basically  two  words  contended  for 
usage:  “gay”  and  “homosexual.”.  Most 
writers  and  activists  associated  with  the 
emerging  gay  rights  movement  (as  opposed 
to  associated  with  the  mainstream  institutions 
and  the  non-gay  press)  rather  quickly  agreed 
that  “gay"  was  the  word  that  we  had  chosen 
for  ourselves,  hence  the  noun  of  preference. 
Admittedly,  we  were  not  a  very  large  or  high- 
tech  corps  of  writers  and  politicos  back  then, 
but  we  worked  hard  none  the  less  to 
communicate  with  each  other. 

We  noted  that  almost  no  one  ever  talked 
about  “homosexual  bars”  except  people  who 
had  never  been  to  one.  This  was  clear  in  the 
subgroup  usage  since  the  ’50s  or  ’60s. 

Soon  after  Stonewall,  lesbian  feminists 
argued  that  the  word  “gay”  conjured  up  a 
male  image  and  a  significant  number  of 
writers  and  publishers  began  alternating  “gay 
and  lesbian”  with  “lesbian  and  gay,”  and  that 
became  more  or  less  standard  through  the 
’80s. 

In  general,  activists  noted  that  we  all 
tended  to  call  ourselves  homosexual  before 
we  found  each  other,  but  then  shortly  after 
we  found  each  other,  we  started  calling 
ourselves  gay  or  lesbian  and  liked  the  feel  of 
it  much  more. 

During  the  ’70s  and  ’80s,  many  activists 
invested  considerable  energy  in  convincing 
the  mainstream  press  to  abandon  the  word 
“homosexual”  in  favor  of  the  words  “gay  and 
lesbian.”  In  general  we  proposed  to  the  press 
style-sheet  guidelines  something  like  this: 
“Please  adopt  the  words  ‘gay’  and  ‘lesbian’ 
as  the  nouns  of  preference  for  members  of 
our  community.  At  the  same  time,  please 
move  to  eliminate  the  word  “homosexual” 
particularly  when  it  is  used  as  a  noun,  i.e.,  to 
take  the  place  of  a  person.”  In  general  we 
suggested  that  the  press  might  correctly  use 
“homosexual”  in  two  instances:  1)  within  a 
direct  quote  (Example:  Sigmund  Freud  wrote 
to  the  woman  “Do  not  be  alarmed.  Your  son 
is  homosexual.”  or  2)  as  an  adjective 
describing  same  sex  behavior.  (Example: 
“This  film  depicts  male,  homosexual  rape.”) 

We  pointed  out  to  the  press  that  the  word 
“homosexual,”  in  addition  to  lacking  favor 
with  leaders  in  the  movement,  had  certain 
inherent  drawbacks,  particularly  forcing 
attention  to  our  sexual  behavior  and  fueling 
the  idea  that  gayness  is  a  very  limited  and 
private  aspect  of  a  person’s  being. 

Perhaps  more  importantly,  many  of  us 
suspected  that  the  label  “homosexual” 
pushed  gay  men  in  particular  in  the  direction 
of  sexual  addiction. 

We  also  pointed  out  to  them  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  be  a  non-sexual  homosexual,  a 
pre-sexual  adolescent  homosexual,  and  the 


like.  The  word  “homosexual”  defines  a 
person  by  sexual  behavior  whereas  gayness 
does  not  necessarily  included  sexual 
behavior.  We  noted  that  we  all  knew 
countless  gay  and  lesbian  priests  and  nuns, 
many  of  whom  were  not  being  sexual  with 
anyone. 

Finally,  we  pointed  out  the  absurdity  of  the 
use  of  the  noun  “homosexual"  in  some 
situations  involving  same  gender  sex,  like  so- 
called  “homosexual  rape”  where  both  the 
rapist  and  the  victim  claim  to  be 
heterosexual.  It  is  clear  that  not  even  the 
scientists  consistently  call  everyone  who 
engages  in  same-gender  sex  a  homosexual. 

In  short,  most  of  those  involved  in  the 
discussions  agreed  that  “gayness”  is  the 
preferred  term  for  people  who  lead  our 
lifestyle.  Subsequently,  even  several  large 
mainstream  dailies  like  the  Minneapolis  Star 
Tribune  and  the  Saint  Paul  Pioneer  Press 
soon  adopted  style  sheet  rules  that  reflected 
the  thought  within  the  movement.  So  did 
several  papers  in  California. 

internal  resistance 

Alongside  these  decisions  about  usage 
within  the  movement,  there  always  lingered 
persons  of  a  certain  sexual  persuasion  who 
continued  to  call  themselves  homosexuals  or 
who  resisted  the  labeling  process  entirely, 
both  in  writing  and  in  their  personal  lives. 

Activists  observed  that  these  persons  were 
here  for  the  party  but  not  for  the  fight  Many 
of  us  occasionally  used  “gay”  and  “lesbian” 
for  self-accepting  members  of  the  community 
and  "homosexual”  for  those  still  in  the  closet 
when  we  were  deliberately  needing  to 
contrast  these  two  groups  of  gays,  but  we 
generally  refrained  from  this  tackiness  in 
other  contexts. 

The  most  resistant  to  abandoning  the  word 
homosexual  were  usually  those  gay  and 
lesbian  academicians  and  professionals  who 
spent  more  time  studying  homosexuality  than 
practicing  it  They  wanted  to  make  a  buck  off 
us  without  necessarily  marching  in  our 
parades.  A  lot  of  gay  and  lesbian  psychiatric 
workers  and  social  workers  and  a  lot  of  gay 
journalists  fell  squarely  in  this  group. 

One  of  those  journalists  recently  justified 
the  use  of  “homosexual”  in  a  story  about 
gays  and  lesbians  in  the  military  arguing  that 
the  services  ban  homosexuals  not  gays  and 
lesbians.  That’s  absurd.  Personally,  I  believe 
that  when  the  armed  services  finally  start 
calling  us  gays  and  lesbians  they  will  stop 
banning  us  from  the  service. 

More  importantly,  the  journalist  who 
refused  to  abandon  the  word  homosexual 
even  while  writing  for  the  gay  press 
illustrates  the  crux  of  a  problem  in  the  gay 
community.  We  have  some  members  who 
think  the  U.S.  Armed  Services  should  be 
allowed  more  weight  in  picking  the  word  for 
us  than  lesbian  and  gay  activists.  Sadly,  this 


recalcitrant  writer  is  keenly  aware  of  the 
military’s  existence  and  policies  but  poorly 
versed  in  gay  history. 

Fortunately,  there  is  not  an  enormous 
number  of  gays  and  lesbians  who  continue  to 
call  us  homosexuals  once  they  have  learned 
the  history  of  the  word  battle.  Still,  a  glance 
at  today’s  press  indicates  that  there  is  a 
growing  number  of  writers  working  for  us 
who  don’t  know  the  old  style-sheet  rules. 

Many  of  these  writers  simply  weren’t  out 
and  about  or  even  alive  when  the  earlier 
debates  took  place.  Most  of  these  folks 
learned  to  talk  about  us  in  academic  circles  in 
academic  jargon.  Their  use  of  the  term 
homosexual  seems  to  come  from  ignorance 
rather  than  animosity  toward  the  movement  I 
suspect  many  of  our  papers  simply  did  not 
adopt  formal  style  sheet-rules  about  these 
words. 

Some  writers  who  use  the  word 
“homosexual”  argue  that  they  “need  more 
than  one  noun  for  gays  and  lesbians.”  Need  I 
remind  them  that  the  need  for  richness  of 
vocabulary  never  led  the  non-gay  press  to 
call  us  gays  and  lesbians  when  writers  got 
tired  of  saying  homosexuals?  The  editors  in 
the  mainstream  press  were  particularly 
vigilant  to  keep  our  “slang”  out  of  their 
papers. 

Unfortunately,  the  gay  press  has  been 
relatively  lax  about  policing  the  straight 
“slang”  out  of  our  papers. 

Desiderata 

I  hope  that  gay  and  lesbian  writers,  editors 
and  publishers  everywhere  today  will  take  a 
long,  hard  look  at  the  vocabulary  we  are 
tossing  around. 

It  has  only  been  a  couple  of  years  since 
activists  finally  convinced  the  New  York 
Times  to  use  the  words  “gay”  and  “lesbian” 
in  its  columns.  If,  through  lack  of  vigilance, 
the  gay  press  begins  to  treat  “homosexual”  as 
a  perfectly  viable  alternative  to  gay  and 
lesbian,  it  won’t  be  long  before  the 
mainstream  press  goes  back  to  its  old  label  of 
preference,  “homosexual,”  probably 
exclusively. 

At  the  GLC  Voice,  we  have  decided  it’s 
time  to  monitor  the  word  “homosexual”  with 
special  vigor.  By  doing  so,  we  hope  to  hang 
onto  and  solidify  some  for  the  modest  gains 
around  self-definition  made  in  the  ’60s,  ’70s 
and  ’80s. 

So  kind  reader,  if  you  are  in  the  business 
of  processing  words,  won’t  you  join  in  our 
crusade. 

Call  me  gay,  call  me  lesbian,  you  can  even 
call  me  queer.  Just  don’t  call  me  homosexual, 
please  and  thank  you.  I  don’t  get  that  much 
ass. 

Tim  Campbell  is  the  Publisher  and  Editor 
of  the  GLC  Voice  Newspaper  in  Minneapolis. 


advice  and  so  on.  Some  cannot  survive 
without  it.  Suicide  over  rejections  from 
family,  friends,  lovers,  to  name  a  few,  is 
epidemic. 

Most  people  need  some  sort  of  notice 
from  others.  If  the  populace  doesn’t  get  the 
needed  attention  they  want,  they  effect 
circumstances  to  secure  that  requirement. 
Attention  is  generated  from  various 
incidents,  such  as  small  children  throwing  a 
tantrum  to  gain  attention  from  mother, 
teenagers  trying  to  be  accepted  by  their  peer 
group  or  to  gain  attention  from  parents, 
execute  such  things  as  stealing  or  what  have 
you  to  get  that  attention  or 
acknowledgement.  People  subconsciously 
demand  attention  in  their  own  personalized 
way.  Are  you  saying,  Mr.  Joe,  that  you  can 
survive  without  any  camaraderie? 

Queer  has  a  meaning  of  eccentric,  odd, 
peculiar,  unconventional,  unusual,  doubtful, 
irregular,  questionable  and  suspicious.  It 
therefore  has  no  meaning  to  our  lifestyle  Mr. 
Joe,  but  it  apparently  means  something  to 
you.  Surely  you  are  not  any  of  the  meanings 
above.  Gay  has  connotations  of  happy,  light¬ 
hearted,  lively,  merry,  vivacious,  bright  and 
sunny  to  designate  a  few,  which  means 
something  to  the  majority  of  us.  There  are 
many  who  understand  us  everywhere,  Mr. 
Joe,  and  also  accept  us.  But  we  all  identify 
there  is  much  more  labor  needed  to  inform 
the  populace  of  how  we  are.  I  am  very  sorry 
that  you  have  had  a  excruciating/distressing 
existence  with  your  life  style.  Maybe  it  is 
you,  Mr.  Joe,  who  does  not  understand,  yet. 

If  you  feel  you  are  so  misunderstood,  and 
all  of  this  is  simply  a  large  misinterpretation, 
you  should  have  no  problem  with  your 


solicitation  of  the  court.  But  don’t  attribute 
your  misconceptions  to  your  being  gay  or  the 
gay  population,  as  we  all  excavate  our 
personal  apertures,  if  you  will,  to  lay  in.  This 
is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  misgivings  of 
law  enforcement  or  our  judiciary  systems 
with  both  having  their  misconceptions  and 
incompetencies. 

There  is  no  misunderstanding  with 
consideration  to  the  bar  and  or  park 
spectacle.  Most  everyone  is  there  for  one 
reason  as  the  citizenry  of  us  know.  We  have 
no  problem  perceiving  that  aspect. 

You  admit  Mr.  Joe  you  are  unfrequented 
because  you  get  no  mail.  So  you  do  in  fact 
perceive  what  it  is  like  to  be  segregated  and 
unattended.  Could  it  be,  Mr.  Joe,  that  you 
would  savor  the  opportunity  to  correspond 
with  someone?  Could  it  be  that  you  do 
perceive  what  others  in  prison/jail  are 
screaming  for? 

Could  it  be  90%  of  these  people  writing 
ads  are  in  necessity  of  spiritual  needs, 
counseling,  understanding,  some  love, 
inspiration  or  principled  support?  Is  that  in 
the  sphere  of  probability?  Could  it  be  some 
convicts  have  compunction  for  what  they 
did,  in  addition  to  loosing  all  they  possessed 
including  family/friends,  and  are  in  need  of 
some,  if  not  all,  of  the  items 
aforementioned?  Ostensibly  you  are  secure 
in  your  world.  Most  are  not,  as  the 
unidentified  future,  is  to  most,  intimidating. 

Your  comments  of;  “maybe  it  is  because 
someone  who  might  judge  me  will  find  out 
what  I  am  really  like?”  Maybe  we  need  to 
uncover  what  you  are  really  like.  If  the 
authenticity  was  known,  would  it  be  you 

who  is  1*  boo*.  n»»?  GAy  community  news 


To  most  in  prison/jail,  the  necessity  to  be 
trusted  and  believed  is  indispensable.  The 
majority  have  already  lost  their  stateliness, 
credibility  and  so  on  in  the  judicial 
mechanism.  Add  to  that  the  certainty  that  all 
else  is  irreclaimable  in  the  procedure  and 
you  can  have  the  predominant  component 
for  suicide.  Correlations  outside  a  prison/jail 
is  imperative  for  most  convicts.  Once  again, 
it  is  good  to  see  you  are  self-possessed  in 
your  estate  at  the  Arizona  State  Prison  and  in 
need  of  no  distant  communication.  In 
expansion,  there  are  some  convicts  who  look 
at  their  companion  occupants  as  “not  my 
type,”  coinciding  as  on  the  streets.  There  are 
some  who  do  not  like  stress  so  they  don’t  put 
their  sexuality  on  “front  street.” 

From  the  utterance  that  you  put  in  print 
Mr.  Joe,  it  appears  to  me  you  need  a  slight 
edification  in  humanism  or  a  slight 
perspective  adjustment. 

In  communicating  with  anyone  in 
prison/jail,  the  convict  sustains  just  as  much 
danger  as  the  individuals  on  the  exterior,  as 
in  running  the  hazard  of  being  let  down  with 
commitments  not  kept  and  so  on.  The 
convict  is  not  able  to  fortify  himself  and  is 
exposed  to  exploitation  or  brain 
entertainment,  if  you  will. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Joe  of  the  Arizona  State 
Prison,  I  solicit  your  retort  in  riposte  of  this 
in  print.  If  I  have  misunderstood  you,  I 
apologize. 

Respectfully, 
D.L.  Hall 
317  Poplar  Ave. 

Modesto,  CA.  95354 


APRIL  2-8,  1991  •  5 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DBUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  ho  vs  your  car 
repaired  at  an  Insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  lor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  tor  all  oi 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835.  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES  , 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T,  W,  F.  Sat:  10-6.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  •Parts  -Work  apace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boyteton  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMENS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  Reierences  — 

I  do  wtndowsi 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
CambridgerSomervile 
Reierences  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEAMNG  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  Reierences 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER  SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 
•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 
•Trouble-shooting 
(817)  445-6130  Anytime 

RONS  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

HEd.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  tor 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 


GREATER  PROVIOENCE  AREA 
Roe  Johnson,  LICSW 
(401)  861-6768 
Psychotherapy  A  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  356-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Cent  re,  Tim  Hodden, 
MOtv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MOW  -  944-3341. 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKJNOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  cocples.  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1366  Beacon  Si..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  tor  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  0m  SI.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

ROHR  BAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  M  A  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacramento  St. 
CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WOMENS  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  Of 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)4432329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RKtHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1 259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boybton  St.  4th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)3531500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA 
Peabody.  MA.  24-hr.  service 
1-8033832978 
MA  lie*  A 7299  •  NH  be*  3667 
ME  lie* 3266  DVB/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBUSHMG 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 


cal  Wayne:  (817)  3531925 
Adrianna :  (617)  426-4469 

H*i»  mm 

B.  CUMMNGS 
309  Shawmit  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)3385356 
Wed. -Sal.  136 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  85  Wed.-Fri. 

39  Wafc-ln  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork.  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2688122.  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St..  Boston.  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  (Mental  Health. 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon..  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4387588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7782271 

MSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  M A  02105 
1-803352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  SL 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  6837676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-lilrrV 
oomnTls  actor.  Free  brochure 
6  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  8638448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
MIC  KELSON 
8  Faneul  Hal 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 

LE WINGER,  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hlngham.  Ma.  (61 7)  7431 001 
(508)224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  021X 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 


INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Ful  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelie.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  Si. 

Jamaica  Rain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston .  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solo.  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AMTIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Canbridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)9282536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)3387037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Rain,  MA  02130 
(617)9839530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  137.  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  M  A  02109 
(617)5231060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

WHOUSTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  wak  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 

To  get  your 
listing  in  the 
COMMUNITY 
GUIDE 
callTrixiat 
(617)426-4469 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St„  Brookline,  MA 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  ■  Phobias  ■  Stress 

1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  I 
Brookline, Ma.  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


PROMO  HOMOS 

The  GCN  Promotions 
Department  desperately 
needs  a  volunteer  to  help 
send  out  weekly  renewal 
notices  to  our  subscribers. 
If  you  can  spare  a  couple  of 
hours  a  week,  please  call 

Lenny  at  426-4469. 


Management,  Inc. 


Virgin  Atlantic  Air 

Boston  -  London  ■  R/T  $198 

The  Vendome  •  160  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Boston  •  Massachusetts  02116 
617  *  424-  1908  Fax:  617  *  424  *  9350 


Quality 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 


You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston.  Massachusetts  02116 


▼  Boston 

617-361-1546 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617) 353-1500 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

"Bookkeeping  By  Design " 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P.  A/R.  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
♦  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  Introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


KEEPING  \Y 

m 


OMEN  IN  FOCUS 


IDS 


Conference  & 


Health  Fair 


April  19-21,  1991 


Boston,  MA 


For  registraT^ginformation  or  to  vol¬ 
unteer,  call  t^monference  Coordinator 
at  Fenway  C^^nunity  Health  Center 


617-267-0900.Wponsored  by  FCHC. 


Cosponsored  bytLF  Boston  AIDSConsortium, 
Community  Research  Initiative  of  New  En¬ 
gland,  the  Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition  as 
well  as  other  locallagencies. 


If  you  are  a  Woman  in 
Business  you  belong  in... 

THE  WOMEN'S 
YELLOW  PAGES 

a  directory  of  Women's  Businesses  and  Services 


call  for  information  or  FAX  your  request 

(617)  383-2312  •  (617)  383-2371 

P.O.  Box  795  •  North  Scituate,  MA  02060 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


HELP  US... 

Do  you  like  to  look  at  photos? 

How  do  you  feel  about  filing? 

Well,  don't  miss  this  oppotunity  to  do  both. 
GCN  needs  volunteers  to  file  photographs 
For  more  details  call  426-4469 
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"YOU  CAN’T  FLAUNT  IT 
IF  YOU  HAVEN’T  GOT  IT.  " 


the  Boston  Lesbian  A  Gay  hide  Committee 


COLOR 

SM 

MED 

LG 

X-LG 

2-X 

3-X 

4-X 

5-X 

TOTAL 

SHIRTS 

x  $12 

WHITE 

BLACK 

NAVY 

LAVENDER 

Shim  arc  100%  cotton 

Subtotal 

Shipping 

11 J0  BA  > 

- 

+ 

Total 

- 

S 

Name _ _ _ 

Address  . _ _ _ 

City. _ _  State _ Zip _ 

Please  charge  my  VISA _  MC _  Card  # _ Exp.  Date  _ 

Name  as  it  appeare  on  card  (please  print)  :  _ ___ __________________ ^ ^ _ _______ _____ 

Signature  . 

Make  checks  payable  to  Lavender  Rhino  Inc.,  338  Newbury  Street,  202L,  Boston,  MA  02115 

All  orders  will  be  shipped  US  Mail,  parcel  post  to  the  address  as  indicated  above. 
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THE  CLU 


FOR  WOMEN 


INDIGO  IS  BOSTONS  HOnEST 
DANCE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

DON'T  BE  LEFT  BEHIND! 

COME  TO  INDIGO  AND  GET  IN  FREE 
EVERY  THURSDAY  AND  FRIDAY  UNTIL  10:30 

COMING  SOON 

4- 3  •  DESERT  HEARTS  AND 
SPECIAL  GUEST  PATTY  GRIFFIN  •  8  PM 

4-7  •  TWO  NICE  GIRLS  AND  BARB  SCHLOFF  •  8  PM 

5- 11  •  TRET  FURE  •  7:30  PM 

WATCH  FOR  INDIGO'S 
2ND  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 


Thu  4PM-2AM.  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM,  Sun  9PM-1AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


Spanning  the  years 

Bernardo  Bertolucci’s  newly  released  five-hour  version 
of  1900  is  a  meticulous  epic  infused  with  leftist  and 
contemporary  sexual  politics. 


1900. 

Directed  by  Bernardo  Bertolucci.  Screenplay 
by  Bernardo  Bertolucci,  Franco  Arcalli, 
Giuseppe  Bertolucci.  With  Robert  De  Niro, 
Gerard  Depardieu,  Domlnque  Sanda,  Donald 
Sutherland,  Bert  Lancaster,  Sterling  Hayden, 
Allda  Valll,  Stefanla  Sandrelll.  Running  time 
live  hours,  1 1  minutes.  At  the  Coolldge 
Comer  Cinema,  Brookline,  and  selected 
national  cities. 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronsld 

or  some  reason,  known  only  to  those 
mysterious  forces  that  arrange  both 
film  schedules  and  queer  life,  April  is 
turning  our  to  be  a  bonanza  for  lesbian  and 
gay  male  movie  audiences  in  the  Boston 
area.  The  Brattle  Theater  in  Cambridge  is 
showcasting  the  New  Festival — 25  queer 
movies,  more  than  half  of  them  never  seen 
here  before — at  the  beginning  of  the  month 
and  then  premiering  Todd  Haynes’  Poison. 
This  gay  film  just  won  the  first  prize  at  the 
Sundance  Festival.  The  Coolidge  Comer 
Cinema  is  screening  1900,  Bernardo 
Bertolucci’s  magnificent  homoerotic,  mytho- 
socialist-realist  epic  that  has  never  been  seen 
in  the  U.S.  in  its  original,  full-length,  version. 

Sexuality  and  homosexuality  have  always 
been  central  to  Bertolucci’s  films.  Before  the 
strange  erotics  of  The  Last  Emperor  and  The 
Sheltering  Sky,  there  were  homoerotic 
undercurrents  in  such  early  films  as  Spider’s 
Stratagem  and  Before  the  Revolution. 
Repressed  homosexual  desire  was  the  driving 
force  behind  his  1971  masterpiece  The 
Conformist. 

Even  Last  Tango  in  Paris,  which  caused  a 
furor  when  released  in  1973,  was  rumored  to 
have  been  about  a  gay  male,  not 
heterosexual,  coupling  in  its  earliest  drafts. 
As  the  final  version  stands.  Last  Tango's 
shocking  exploration  of  the  emotional 
dynamics  of  anonymous  sex  feels  more 
queer  than  straight.  Having  attained  world¬ 
wide  fame  and  considerable  industry  clout  as 
a  result  of  Last  Tango,  Bertolucci  clearly  felt 
that  he  could  do  whatever  he  wanted  in  his 
next  project,  1900.  And,  boy,  did  he. 

Bertolucci’s  contract  with  Paramount 
Studio  stipulated  that  he  would  make  a  three- 
and-a-half  hour  film  about  the  lives  of  Italian 
peasants  during  World  War  II.  What  the 
studio  got  was  a  six-hour,  ten-minute  epic 
that,  among  other  things,  included  a  detailed 
vision  of  class  conflicts  between  landowners 
and  workers  that  was  totally  sympathetic  to 
communism;  the  barely  repressed  love  story 
between  the  aristocratic  Alfred  Berlinghieri 
(Robert  De  Niro)  and  the  proletarian  Olmo 
Dalco  (Gerard  Depardieu),  in  which  they 
spend  a  lot  of  time  comparing  the  size  of 
their  dicks  and  humping  one  another; 
Alfred’s  cocaine-snorting  uncle,  an 
extremely  sympathetic  anti-fascist  gay  male 
character;  a  shocking  Riechian  look  at  how 
repressed  and  thwarted  sexuality  manifests 
itself  in  fascist  politics;  and  an  idyllic, 
aestheticized  vision  of  worker’s  history  that 
would  have  made  Marx  red  with  envy. 

Paramount  was  not  happy.  Several 
attempts  at  compromise  were  made — 


Bertolucci  made  a  five-hour,  11 -minute 
version  that  was  rejected.  The  studio  came  up 
with  a  three-hour  mutilation  that  was 
released  to  some  theaters  and  then  the 
director  made  a  four-hour  version  that 
received  a  small  release  sometime  after  the 
original  premiere.  Although  the  four-hour 
version,  which  is  available  on  video  tape, 
follows  the  original  in  both  narrative  and 
structure,  this  new  release  feels  fuller,  more 
measured,  and  contains  some  of  the  sexier 
scenes — including  not-so-fleeting  frontal 
nude  shots  of  De  Niro  and  Depardieu  —  that 
were  cut  from  the  original. 

It  is  unclear  exactly  what  offended 
Paramount  the  most  about  1900.  The  length 
was,  of  course,  problematic.  But  was  a  major 
Hollywood  studio  going  to  go  out  on  the 
limb  with  such  explicit  political — one  might 
even  say,  propagandists — material?  What 
about  explicitly  condoned  drug  use;  sexual 
violence  that  was  linked  with  nationalistic 
politics;  repressed,  but  thoroughly  enjoyed, 
homosexuality;  and  the  other  controversial 
components  of  the  seemingly  endless  list? 
Although  all  of  these  aspects  made  studio 
execs  uncomfortable,  it  was  probably  the 
film’s  philosophical  understanding  of  sex  and 
politics  that  unnerved  the  moneymakers. 

A  true  child  of  the  1960s,  Bertolucci 
attempts  in  1900  a  joining  together  of  Marx 
and  Freud,  of  sexual  liberation  and  political 
awakening  that  is  at  once  inspiring  and 
shocking.  The  intersections  and 
juxtapositions  of  sex  and  politics  in  the  film 
are  both  passionate  and  alarming. 

By  following  a  traditional  Hollywood  epic 
narrative  (the  film  spans  the  years  1900  to 
1945,  from  the  death  of  the  great  populist 
opera  composer  Giuseppe  Verdi  to  the  fall  of 
Mussolini)  and  instilling  it  with  an 
understanding  of  leftist  and  contemporary 
sexual  politics,  Bertolucci  not  only  presented 
his  own  ideas  but  re-invented  an  essentially 
conservative  and  retrogressive  cinematic 
form.  Although  Bertolucci  never  goes  so  far 
as  to  bridge  class  struggle  with  queer 
sex — De  Niro  and  Depardieu  play  out  their 
sexual  tensions  over  and  through  die  lives  of 
women — his  sensibility  as  a  gay  male 
filmmaker  is  clearly  leaning  towards  this. 
Watching  1900  you  can  see  the  influence  of 
the  great  works  of  gay  director 
Luchino  Visconti  (especially  Rocco  and  His 
Brothers  and  The  Leopard),  as  well  as  Pier 
Paolo  Pasolini’s  meta-communist-sex- 
politics  (particularly  those  of  Teorema  and 
Salo).  You  can  also  feel  Bertolucci 
constructing  his  visions  at  his  own  pace. 

The  intelligence  of  1900  is  overwhelming 
and  its  vast,  intricate  visual  panoramas  are 
staggering.  Pauline  Kael  wrote  of  the  original 
release  of  1900,  “Next  to  it,  all  other  other 
new  movies  are  like  something  you  hold  up 
at  the  end  of  a  toothpick.”  And  you  see  what 
she  means.  1900  is  the  sort  of  film  that  takes 
over  your  life  and  mind  while  you  are 
watching  it.  It  creates  a  complete,  alternate 
universe  that  seduces  you  with  its  artistic  and 
political  visions  and  gives  you  not  only  the 
insight  to  what  has  happened,  but  what  might 
be  possible.  □ 


Belle  Reprieve 

Continued  from  backpage 

does  have  its  share  of  maddening  moments. 
Some  of  the  slapstick  stuff  is  too  long — a 
reprise  of  “The  Hokey  Pokey”  falls  flat;  a 
“Tell  what’s  funny/I’ll  tell  you  what’s  funny” 
skit  between  Stanley  and  Stella  never  really 
takes  off,  even  though  it  is  as  well-performed 
as  one  can  imagine.  The  intrusion  of 
Gershwin’s  “The  Man  I  Love”  seems  like  a 
bow  to  cheap  sentimental  camp  without  the 
right  dose  of  irony.  Nostalgia  has  a 
prominent  place  in  the  revue,  but  only  when 
intelligently  re-rendered,  not  when  offered 
gratuitously.  Whenever  the  play  panders  to 
one’s  expectations,  it  falls  short  of  its 
potential,  as  it  does  when  it  becomes  too  self- 
reflective.  The  play  is  best  when  it’s  kooky, 
we  don’t  want  the  kookiness  explained.  The 
“gee-whiz-this-isn’t-realism”  business  near 
the  end  yields  some  witty  lines,  but  makes 
one  feel  that  one’s  hand  is  being  held  through 
the  difficult  passages. 

Attributing  political  motives  to  works  of 
art  is  a  dangerous  move,  at  best,  and  easily  a 
specious  one.  But  there  is  a  political 
alignment — between  a  gay  male  and  a 
lesbian  theatrical  company — from  the  play’s 
very  inception  that  is  wonderful  to  see.  Gay 


activism  is  fraught  with  divisions  between 
men’s  and  women’s  respective  agendas,  and 
at  times  of  deeper  reflection  the  viability  of 
our  alliances  have  seemed  more  a  matter  of 
pragmatism  than  of  a  deep  sense  of  shared 
ideology. 

But  these  four  men  and  women  have 
united  and  created  a  work  of  complexity  and 
originality  playing  off  their  differences, 
eschewing  categorization,  finding  their 
material  in  a  broader  culture  (at  least 
transatlantic  in  scope)  that  has  shaped  and 
informed  them/us,  by  example  and  by 
reaction.  The  result  is  a  testimony  to  their 
sensitivity  and  willingness  to  play  among  the 
scintillating  realities  of  other  sexualities.  I 
wish  them  every  success,  separately  and  as 
an  ensemble,  and  hope  to  see  many  more 
collaborations  of  this  kind. 

Belle  Reprieve  has  been  performed  at 
Drill  Arts  Theatre  in  London  and  La  MaMa 
E.T.C.  in  New  York's  East  Village,  and  then 
moved  to  One  Dream  Theater  (a  brand-new, 
90-seat  off-off-Broadway  house  founded  by 
David  Ferdinand  and  Laine  Valentino 
dedicated  to  producing  superior  theater  for 
less).  After  a  Boston  run  in  early  April  show, 
the  show  moves  on  to  San  Francisco,  Seattle, 
possibly  to  Chicago,  and  then  to  points 
unknown.  □ 

© 1991 ,  Ron  Caldwell. 
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By  PATRICK  E.  TYLER 

Special  to  The  New  York  Times 
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Burned  military  and  civilian  vehicles 


Desert  Missions 
By  Commandos 
Aided  in  Victory 

By  MICHAEL  R.  GORDON 

Special  to  The  New  York  Times 
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Humiliate  Hussein 


Missing  in  Action 
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T.,  35,  Navy, 

/a. 

Lieut.  William  T.,  27,  Navy,  St. 
Louis.  . 

DWYER,  Lieut  Robert  J  .  32,  Navy 
GALVAN,  Capt.  Arthur,  33,  Air  Force,  Na¬ 
varre,  Fla. 

GRIMM,  Capt  William  D.,  28,  Air  Force, 

Hui  Iburt  Field,  Fla 

HARRISON,  Stall  Sgt  Timothy  R.,  31,  Air 
Force,  Maxwell.  Iowa. 

HODGES,  Tech  Sgt.  Robert  K.,  28,  Air  Force. 
Hurlburt  Field,  Fla. 

HOLLAND,  Maj  Donnie  R.,  42,  Air  Force, 
Bastrop,  La. _ 

KANUHArSgn>amon  V„  28,  Air  Force,  San 
K0R1TZ,  MovThomas  E.,17,  AtfTurcL  if 
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A  “post-war”  media  watch  analysis  that  asks  i 


The  Left  in  the  U.S. 

and  around  the 
world  can  now 
begin  to  tally  its 
losses  as  a  result 
of  the  U.S. -led 
war  against  Iraq. 
Spending  on 
health  and  human  needs  will  no  doubt  shrink 
to  an  even  slighter  fraction  of  military 
spending  while  liberation  movements  in  the 
U.S.  and  around  the  world  can  anticipate 
increased  repression  from  the  U.S. 
govemmenL 

But  before  we  can  begin  to  understand 
what  the  political  (and  human)  cost  of  this 
watershed  event  has  been,  we  have  to  ask 
how  it  could  have  happened  that  a  seemingly 
indefensible  war  against  Iraq  was 
transformed  into  a  public  relations  coup  for 
the  U.S.  military  and  George  Bush.  What  did 
the  hawks  do  that  enabled  them  to  win  a 
substantial  consensus  for  the  war,  and 
collaterally  for  a  military  budget  that  has 
garnered  substantial  opposition  for  a 
decade?  Conversely,  how  did  the  U.S.  anti¬ 
war  movement,  which  represented  the 
mainstream  of  public  opinion  here  in  the 
days  and  weeks  before  the  bombing  began, 
fail  to  build  a  significant  protest  movement 
and  force  conservatives  to  pay  a  substantial 
social  cost  for  waging  this  war? 

Part  of  the  answer  to  these  questions 
clearly  has  to  do  with  the  role  of  the  media. 
It  was  simply  not  a  case  of  “The  Military  vs. 
The  Press,”  as  Malcolm  Browne’s  March  3 
New  York  Times  Magazine  cover  story 
would  have  iL  Browne  contrasts  his  role  in 
recording  U.S.  military  atrocities  during  the 
war  against  North  Vietnam  with  his 
experience  in  the  Middle  East.  In  the  recent 
war,  he  writes,  he  was  forced  to  sit  passively 
and  wait  for  Allied  bombers  to  return  from 
their  missions  and  report  their  successes. 

The  first  night  of  the  war,  Browne  said, 
his  report  was  cleared  by  the  first  military 
censor,  then  the  second  quibbled  with  a 
reference  to  the  F-117A  Stealth  as  a  “fighter- 
bomber”  rather  than  a  “fighter."  A  third,  at 
the  Nevada  test  range  that  is  the  home  of  the 
F-117A,  pronounced  the  entire  report  a 
security  breach.  Forty-eight  hours  later, 
when  the  news  was  stale  and  had  long  since 
been  reported  by  the  television  newspeople, 
the  military  cleared  Browne’s  piece. 

What  is  striking  about  this  story  is  not  the 
pettiness  of  the  military  censors.  Rather,  it  is 
that  there  was  so  little  difference  between 
what  Browne  wanted  to  write  and  what  the 
military  wanted  him  to  write.  Had  he  flown 
with  the  air  force  pilots,  as  he  indicates  he 
wanted  to,  his  report  might  have  been 
different  in  quality,  but  it  clearly  would  not 
be  different  in  kind.  He  still  would  have 
been  writing  about  the  success  of  Allied  air 
strikes,  which  was  precisely  the  kind  of 
news  that  was  building  support  for  the  war 
in  the  U.S. 

Indeed,  while  it  is  possible  that  a 
sophisticated  media  observer  riding  with  the 
pilots  might  have  questioned  the  nearly  100 
percent  accuracy  figures  the  military 
reported,  it  is  equally  likely  that  we  simply 
would  have  been  subjected  to  more  of  the 
“video  game”  metaphors  that  dominated  the 
television  and  print  media  as  Baghdad  and 
the  rest  of  Iraq  were  systematically 
devastated. 

Once  the  bombing  began,  the  only  thing 
that  qualified  as  news  was  the  success  or 
failure  of  military  operations.Certain  kinds 
of  questions  simply  became  un-askable. 
Whether  diplomacy  or  sanctions  could  have 
met  Bush’s  stated  objectives  as  successfully 
as  unleashing  colossal  violence  in  Kuwait 
and  Iraq  was  one  such  question.  Whether  or 
not  Bush  had  articulated  any  comprehensible 
reason  for  the  war  against  Iraq  was  another. 


The  amazing  thing  about  the 
transformation  of  these  particular  two 
questions  into  non-issues  is  that  they  were  by 
no  means  radical  or  even  lefty  questions. 
Prior  to  the  war,  arguments  that  sanctions 
could  be  effective  given  time  and  that  Bush 
had  not  offered  clear  reasons  for  the  U.S. 
presence  in  the  region  had  been  the  core  of 
liberal  opposition.  These  positions  had  been 
given  considerable  airing  by  the  mainstream 
media,  and  even  argued  on  the  floor  of 
Congress  by  traditionally  pro-military 
members  like  Sen.  Sam  Nunn  (D-Ga.).  In 
other  words,  once  the  war  began,  the  media 
refused  to  give  voice  to  the  most  mainstream 
criticisms,  even  those  previously  articulated 
by  people  in  power. 

Once  the 
bombing 
began,  the  only 
thing  that 
qualified  as 
news  was 
the  success  or 
failure  of  military 
operations. 
Certain  kinds  of 
questions  simply 
became 
unaskable. 

I  became  aware  of  how  drastically  the 
ground  rules  of  political  debate  had  changed 
about  three  hours  after  the  announcement  that 
the  air  war  had  begun.  Bush,  long  regarded  as 
somewhat  clumsy  and  inarticulate  by  the 
Northeastern  media  establishment,  had  just 
given  a  speech.  (I  missed  the 
speech — thankfully  a  friend  had  interrupted 
my  isolated  war-viewing  by  calling  to  tell  me 
about  a  scheduled  anti-war  demonstration).  I 
returned  to  find  Peter  Jennings  agreeing  that 
for  someone  who  was  not  usually  good  with 
words.  Bush  had  done  a  perfectly  adequate 
job.  Jennings  seemed  about  to  say  more,  then 
stopped  to  wonder  out  loud  whether  it  was 
“seemly”  at  times  like  these  to  criticize  the 
president.  We  were  spared  further  such 
introspection  by  a  cut  to  Israel. 

Predictably,  Israel  and  Israelis  were  the 
only  country  and  people  discussed  by  the 
media  in  terms  of  their  historical  relationship 
with  the  United  States  and  their  Middle 
Eastern  neighbors.  Iraq  and  Iran’s  historical 
alliances  with  the  U.S.,  and  the  U.S.  role  in 
supplying  both  sides  in  the  Iran-Iraq  war  were 
ignored.  In  addition,  the  media  elided  the  role 
of  the  U.S.  in  contributing  to  the  massive 
militarization  of  the  region  by  its  incredible 
financial  and  military  support  of  Israel,  a 
country  with  nuclear  capacity. 

Similarly,  the  idea  that  the  U.S.  is  opposed 


to  invasions  was  allowed  to  pass  without 
comment.  Ignored  was  the  response  to 
invasions  in  the  region  in  the  recent  past, 
such  as  the  Israeli  invasion  of  Lebanon  (we 
sent  troops  to  support  that  invasion,  and 
vetoed  a  UN  Security  Council  resolution 
opposing  it),  the  Turkish  incursion  into 
Cyprus,  and  the  Moroccan  annexation  of  the 
Western  Sahara  (not  a  breath  of  protest  from 
this  corner  of  the  world).  And  the  rank 
hypocrisy  of  such  a  claim  from  a  country 
that  has  itself,  in  the  last  decade,  invaded 
Grenada  and  Panama,  and  militarily  trod  on 
the  national  sovereignty  of  countries  from 
Nicaragua  to  Columbia  to  Libya  (to  name  a 
few)  was  simply  an  unspeakable  truth. 

In  addition,  the  notion  advanced  by  the 
Bush  administration  that  the  purpose  of  the 
U.S. -led  bloodletting  in  the  desert  was  “to 
liberate  the  people  of  Kuwait”  was  allowed 
to  pass  without  scrutiny.  No  one  asked  which 
Kuwaiti  people — the  Palestinian  and 
immigrant  majority,  denied  Kuwaiti 
citizenship  by  the  government/ruling 
family — or  the  ones  in  service  to  Gulf 
Corporation?  The  idea  that  the  U.S.  would 
go  to  war  to  liberate  Palestinian  people  is,  of 
course,  absurd,  and  the  role  of  the  U.S.  in 
blocking  UN  resolutions  and  attempted 
political  settlements  dealing  with  the  land 
rights  of  the  Palestinian  people  was  also 
carefully  and  studiously  ignored  by  the 
“experts.”  While  much  was  made  of  the 
hardship  of  Israelis  carrying  gas  masks  and 
retreating  to  sealed  rooms,  I  saw  virtually  no 
television  mention  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Israeli  government  to  issue  gas  masks  to  the 
majority  of  Palestinian  adults  and  all 
Palestinian  children,  nor  the  hardship  of 
living  in  refugee  camps  without  sealed 
rooms. 

Perhaps  most  significantly,  the  press  has 
declined  to  offer  any  estimates  of  Iraqi 
casualties  since  the  Pentagon  has  not 
released  any  figures.  This  silence  has 
allowed  the  persistence  of  the  widespread 
perception  that  there  were  virtually  no 
civilian  casualties  as  a  result  of  the  bombing. 

One  could  go  on  and  on  about  how  the 
U.S.  media  lied  by  omission,  favoring 
military  details  over  substantive  questions. 
An  enduring  image  for  me  came  when  I  was 
watching  one  of  those  mind-numbing  mid- 
morning  briefings  from  Riyadh.  Brigadeer 
Genera]  Neil  was  recounting  the  number  of 
sorties  flown  by  different  types  of  planes.  I 
turned  to  my  roommate  and  asked  whether 
the  military  truly  believed  that  these  factoids 
would  really  satisfy  people’s  desire  to 
understand  what  was  happening.  Then,  a 
reporter  raised  his  hand  and  asked  the 
general  to  repeat  a  number. 

The  media’s  preference  for  information 
from  Pentagon  officials  also  contaminated 
the  choice  of  “outside”  sources. 
Overwhelmingly,  these  were  retired  generals 
and  people  with  documented  right-wing 
credentials.  Not  content  to  exclude  Left 
perspectives  by  filling  air  time  with 
mainstream  commentators,  television 
programmers  again  and  again  chose  the  most 
conservative  people  available. 

A  special  footnote  is  owed  to  the  response 
of  National  Public  Radio  (NPR),  because  we 
expect  more  from  them.  NPR  became  a 
travesty  of  its  anti-war,  leftish  history, 
joining  in  the  chorus  of  pro-war  voices.  The 
organization  followed  the  President  and 
other  media  in  referring  to  the  Iraqi  president 
as  “Saddam,"  and  by  analyzing  his  rtietoricai 
excesses  as  peculiarly  Arab  or  Islamic.  (As  if 
Bush  saying  that  he  wanted  to  “kick  some 
butt”  or  that  “God  is  on  our  side”  is  not  just 
as  excessive  and  parochially  American  and 
Protestant,  and  as  if  President  Hussein  did 
not  have  both  Arab  and  Islamic  detractors). 
In  a  paean  to  its  organizational  reversal,  NPR 
ran  more  than  one  “confessions  of  an  ex- 


question  “How  the  hell  did 


happen?” 


antiwar  activist”  piece. 

What  is  chilling  about  the  media  coverage 
of  the  war  is  that  it  was  in  no  sense 
responding  to  a  sea  change  in  public  feeling 
abut  the  war;  they  were  creating  it.  The 
“Showdown  in  the  Middle  East"  title, 
graphics,  and  theme  song  created  by  NBC, 
like  those  of  the  other  networks,  had  long 
since  been  created  when  the  war  began.  The 
military  "experts”  had  been  hired,  the 
concessions  made  to  the  military  censors. 
The  carefully  crafted  packaging  of  the  war 
was  pre-planned,  and  it  was  done  precisely  at 
the  time  when  anti-war  sentiment  was  at  its 
highest. 

A  frightening  poll  conducted  by  the 
University  of  Mass./Amherst  found  that  the 
more  that  people  watched  television,  the  less 
they  knew  about  U.S.  foreign  policy.  The 
study,  released  in  mid-February  to  all  the 
major  news  organizations  and  the  wire 
services,  was  picked  up  only  by  the  local 
Western  Massachusetts  press  and  the  Village 
Voice.  The  study  found  that  a  mere  13  percent 
of  those  surveyed  knew  that  prior  to  the  Iraqi 
invasion  of  Kuwait,  Hussein  was  told  by  the 
U.S.  ambassador  that  the  U.S.  would  do 
nothing  if  Iraq  moved  against  Kuwait  Less 
than  a  third  were  even  aware  that  Israel  was 
occupying  land  in  the  Middle  East,  and  only 
3  percent  knew  of  the  Syrian  occupation  of 
Lebanon.  In  addition,  just  15  percent  could 
identify  the  intifada  as  the  Palestinian 
uprising,  and  only  14  percent  were  aware  that 
U.S.  votes  in  the  UN  had  consistently 
opposed  a  political  settlement  between  Israel 
and  the  Palestinians. 

In  contrast,  81  percent  knew  that  the 
missile  used  to  shoot  down  Iraqi  Scuds  was 
called  the  Patriot,  and  80  percent  believed 
that  Hussein  had  used  chemical  weapons 
against  his  own  people.  “Overall,  the  more 
TV  people  watched,  the  less  they  knew,” 
wrote  the  report’s  authors.  “The  only  fact  that 
did  not  fit  in  with  this  pattern  was  the  ability 
to  identify  the  Patriot  missile.  This  is  a  sad 
indictment  of  television's  priorities.” 

Historically,  Left  media  critics  have 
attributed  the  pro-Pentagon,  pro-president 
slant  of  news  in  general  to  the  role  of  the 
media  in  generating  advertising.  In  other 
words,  the  media  try  to  get  our  attention  in 
order  to  sell  it  to  others,  whose  interests  are 
clearly  best  served  by  elites  in  power.  It  is 
chilling  to  note  that  the  television  news,  in 
this  case,  ran  non-stop  through  the  first  72 
hours  of  the  war  with  virtually  no  paid 
advertising.  In  the  bargain,  they  presumably 
lost  advertising  revenue.  Even  Cable  News 
Network  (CNN)  magnate  Ted  Turner  allowed 
himself  to  be  rebuffed  in  an  attempt  to 
impose  a  cable  subscriber  war  tax  to  pay  for 
the  expanded  coverage.  Television  packaging 
of  the  war  happened  for  free — the  military- 
industrial  complex  did  not  even  need  to  pay 
them  off  for  it. 

Instead,  the  media  corporations  played  for 
power  in  their  own  right.  Billed  as  the  first 
“television  war,”  the  carnage  in  Iraq  and 
Kuwait  was  viewed  as  the  property  of  the 
network  news.  Local  news  stations  and 
newspapers  played  along,  like  earnest  little 
boys  imitating  their  big  brothers.  The  media 
functioned  like  any  institution  of  power,  with 
their  own  orthodoxy,  their  own  culture,  their 
own  view  of  truth. 

The  various  news  organizations  watched 
their  competition  closely,  and  sought  to  do 
exactly  the  same  things,  only  faster  or  better. 
A  news  outlet  with  a  substantively  different 
perspective  on  events  risked  being  caught  in 
a  backwater,  while  the  main  stream  surged 
ahead,  building  a  carefully  orchestrated 
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consensus  in  which  deviation  was 
tantamount  to  treason.  Witness  the  chorus  of 
outraged  voices  when  CNN  spent  a 
relatively  slight  amount  of  their  total  news 
time  airing  the  Iraqi  perspective  on  the  war. 


Anti-war  movement  response 

In  the  context  of  this  concerted  media 
effort  to  build  support  for  the  war,  the  U.S. 
anti-war  movement  responded  as  if  the 
Pentagon  and  the  White  House  were  the  only 
significant  players  in  promoting  the  war. 
Leaders  in  the  cause  drastically  misread  the 
situation.  Rather  than  concentrating  any 
broad-based  efforts  on  combatting  the 
media’s  (New  York-based)  disinformation 
campaign,  resources  were  funnelled  into 
getting  people  to  Washington.  Even  more 
foolishly,  in  the  early  days  of  the  war 
substantial  human  and  economic  resources 
were  poured  into  arguing  about  when  to  herd 
people  to  Washington. 

The  major  players  in  the  anti-war 
movement  acted  as  if  it  was  1968  all  over 
again.  It  was  the  good  guys  in  the  streets 
against  the  bad  guys  in  the  White  House, 
Pentagon  and  corporations.  It  was  the  elite 
college  sons  against  their  fathers. 

Not  only  did  individuals  and  organizations 
with  their  roots  in  ’60s-  and  ’70s-style 
activism  fail  to  account  for  the  power  of  the 
media,  but  they  also  missed  the  fact  that  in 
the  intervening  years,  feminists,  people  of 
color,  gay  and  AIDS  activists  have 
successfully  forged  movements  against 
diffuse  centers  of  power.  Other  movements 
have  not  viewed  elites  in  Washington  as  the 
only  enemy. 

In  particular,  AIDS  activists  have  viewed 
the  media  and  the  very  nature  of  information 
as  fundamentally  contested  ground,  where 
activists  must  struggle  to  get  their  voices 
heard.  Control  over  the  language  used  to 
define  AIDS  and  AIDS  prevention  has 
consistently  preoccupied  AIDS  activists. 
Furthermore,  AIDS  activists,  particularly 
ACT  UP,  have  successfully  challenged 
sprawling  bureaucracies  to  examine  their 
assumptions  and  premises  by  accurately 
assessing  where  power  lies.  It  is  striking  that 
the  only  anti-war  demonstration  sponsored 
by  ACT  UP  was  directed  at  the  television 
news. 

Two  days  after  ACT  UP  successfully 
infiltrated  the  CBS  Evening  News  and  The 
McNeil-Lehrer  News  Hour  on  public 
broadcasting,  anti-war  activists  converged 
for  the  second  time  in  as  many  weeks  on 
Washington.  There,  many  participants 
carried  American  flags  and  sported  yellow 
ribbons,  seduced  by  the  national  guilt  over 
the  treatment  of  Vietnam  veterans  into  acting 
as  super-patriots  with  respect  to  the  troops  in 
the  Middle  East.  As  a  result  of  an  analysis 
that  anti- Vietnam  war  protesters  had  unfairly 
targeted  individual  decision-making  about 
joining  the  military  force  in  Vietnam, 
activists  challenged  only  the  Pentagon  and 
the  White  House.  This  barely  qualified  as 
opposition,  particularly  in  a  context  where 
people  all  over  the  country  were  flying 
American  flags  and  wearing  yellow  ribbons 
as  symbols  of  support  for  the  war,  but  the 
mainstream  media  largely  portrayed  it  as  un- 
American  anyway,  when  they  mentioned  it  at 
all. 

Anti-war  activists  were  outraged.  As  if 
anyone  in  the  anti-war  movement  could  have 
realistically  expected  the  press  to  behave  any 
differently  after  it  had  so  carefully  packaged 
the  war  and  treated  it  as  its  property.  □ 
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tech,  hyper- successful  campaign  to  savage  Iraq’s 
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VALUES 


FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the 

Community  since  1975 


FILE  WITH 
US  FOR 
PEACE 
OF  MIND 


Across  the  country  people  are  using  the 
EZ  PEACE  form  to  turn  their  tax  dollars 
trom  war  to  peace 

The  Alternative  Revenue  Service 


EZ  PEACE  forma  are  available  from 
ARS,  339  Lafayette  St.,  NY  MY  10012 
800/955-PEACE 


or 

ARS- Boa  ton,  c/o  ME  VIR 
Box  174,  MIT  Branch 
Cambridge  MA  02139 
(617)  859-0662 


ANTI-GAY 

HARASSMENT 

SYMPOSIUM 


fighting  back  •  empowerment  in  the  classroom 
strategies  for  survival  •  safety  in  the 
streets  and  on  campus 
living  without  fear  •  self f  /  Friday 

defense  •  taking April  12 
control  /  /  Terrace  Room 

Tufts  University 
Symposium  12-3 
Discussion  and  Self-defense 
Workshop  3-5 

smpM.ixa^\Min.nnMnrp>^  X  Reception  5:30 

Admission 

Mary  Bonauto.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  P|*00 


Keynote  Address 
Provost  Sol  Gittleman 

Sue  Hyde,  formerly  of  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force 


Fenway  Comnxnffy  Health  Center 


Tufts 
Lesbian 
Gay 

Bisexual 
Community 
Mayer  Campus  Center 
Tufts  University 
Medford,  MA02155 
(617)  381-3580 


Rotan  Oaks.  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network 


AMALGM  -  Aftance  of  Massachusetts  Asan  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 


Queer  Nation 


TiAs  Facxity  and  Student  Representatives 


CO- SPONSORED  BY 

Offcce  d  99  f>CM36t  •  Dean  d  S&xtancs  Ofice  •  Aaerv-Amencan  Oerter  •  inornatcnel  Center  •  Student  fetNCes  OOce 
Afrcen-Amaecen  Center  •  Oftce  d  Wb men's  Rograrre  •  Qftce  ct  Mousng  ano  Rasoerea  Lie 


Popular  Myths  About  AIDS:  #4 


FACT:  It  can  take  only  one  slip  from  safer  sex , 
to  transmit  the  virus  from  one  person  to  another. 

You  must  use  a  rubber  every  time  you  fuck. 

Most  people  are  used  to  them  by  now,  and  for 
those  who  aren't,  there  are  lots  of  hot  things  to  do 
to  get  off  that  don’t  involve  penetration. 

Use  your  imagination! 

Safer  Sex,  Testing  &  Early  Treatment 

must  still  be  a  part  of  your  life 
and  can  keep  you  healthy  through  the  90’s. 

"It’s  not  over  yet. 

There  Is  still  time  for  us  to  win  the  flghtl" 

Information:  AIDS  ACTION  Line 
(617)  536-7733  or  (800)235-2331 
Paid  for  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
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SOMEONE'S 
WAITING 
TO  MEET  YOU. 


HOT 

TUKINC  PERSONALS! 

1-900-646-4646 


•  Thousands  of  Personals 

•  Over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Private  Voice  Mailboxes 

•  Endless  Possibilities! 

NOW! 

Gay  owned  and  operated. 

$2/min.  More  Info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext:  2655 


CALL 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-009 8S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


In  our  6lh  Year  as  greater  Boston's  First  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Owned,  Staffed  &  Operated  Body  Shop 


OFFERING 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availably 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835, 320-9836, 320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  •  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


EADUNES 

are  changing  for  display  and  classified  advertising . 

All  classified  copy  and  display  advertising  reservations  will  be  due  at 
3pm  on  Fridays.  Camera-ready  display  ads  will  be  accepted  until  Monday 
at  noon,  if  a  reservation  has  been  made.  Questions?  Call  426-4469. 


Let  Gay  Selections  help  you  find  that  special  man 
from  right  here  in  the  New  England  area. 

Listen  to  dozens  of  messages  from  gay  men,  or  leave 
a  message  of  your  own. 


GAY 

SELECTIONS™ 

1-500-370-2266 

Trj  our  d*mo  number:  (617)  262-7272 
Only  tl  per  minute.  Mutt  b«  1R  9»srt  or  older.  Jartel,  Int.,  1991 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT _ 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 


Healthy  teeth 
they're  a 
team  effort 


1 259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  &  Evenings 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston,  Massachusetts  ■  02120 
John  Hosken  (617)445-8130  ■  FAX  (61  7)  442-6439 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  •  APRIL  2-8,  1991  •  1  1 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News ,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in 
which  it  appears. 


HERE'S  THE  BALI-PASS  T  BACK 

GWM,  38,  6'1",  175,  uncut,  mustache,  receeding 
hair,  open,  out,  honest,  sane,  sober,  HIV-,  secure 
seek  drug  free  friends/lover  any  race  (love  beards) 
Can  travel,  can  you?  RRB,  Suite  197,  Box  8008 
Gloucester  01930  Thanx 


Sarcastic  but  amiable  sapphist  seeks  future  action 
anthropologist  who  bites  her  nails  and  wants  to  do 
snow  bongs  on  the  roof  with  me.  Diaster  dog  and 
frontal  tours  a  plus.  Passion,  perserverance,  and 
patience  a  must  GCN  Fox  69 


C'MON  WOMAN— BUTCH  ME  OVER 

Sensitive  independent  lesbian  seeks  joyous 
encounters  with  adventerous  dykes.  We  are  each 
honest,  pro-sexual,  tender/strong.  No  drugs,  fat- 
phobia,  head-games  (except  below  the  belt). 
Boston  area. GCN  Box  606  (fw36) 


PEE  WEE'S  PLAYHOUSE  FANS 

I  like  watching  Pee  Wee's  playhouse  but  often  get 
odd  reactions  to  it.  Would  anyone  like  to  write 
and  tell  me  why  you  like  watching  it  too?  I'd  like 
to  integrate  these  reactions  into  my  master’s  thesis 
on  gay  culture.  Please  write  to  Emerson  College, 
Ken  Feil  c/o  Nancy  Withers  130  Beacon  Streeet 
Boston  MA  02116 


RHODI  ISLAND  DYKE 

Late  thirties  lesbian  into  progressive  politics, 
music,  exploring  life.  Seeking  friendship,  maybe 
more  with  woman  thirty  or  older.  P.O.  Box  40203 
Providence,  RI 02904 


Services 


THAT  SPECIAL  DADDY  LOVING 

Me:  Dark,  hairy  Italian  leatherman,  6 '2".  225  lbs. 
If  you're  looking  for  Adonis,  skip  my  ad.  But  if 
you're  looking  for  a  man  that  matches  the 
description  of  husky,  stocky  and  firm  &  broad,  I 
may  interest  you.  I'm  into  a  number  of  things 
(FF,GR  active.  Wax,  to  name  a  few)and  for  the 
tight  bottom  will  adapt.  If  you're  tired  of  always 
playing  the  Daddy  and  need  that  special  Daddy 
loving,  contact  me.  Short,  stocky  and/or  balding 
men  encouraged  to  reply.  Responses  w/  pictures 
answered  first,  but  all  responses  will  be  answered. 
GCN  Box  111 


WAY  TOO  HOT! 

Naughty  photos,  nasty  phone  calls,  dirty  letters, 
home  made  videos.  I'll  snow  you  mine,  you  show 
me  yours.  GM  looking  to  swap,  GCN  Box  358 


COLLEGE  RADIO? 

would  love  to  hear  the  latest  about  alternative 
electronic  media.  Jot  it  down  and  dash  it  off  to 
Trix  Radio  c/o  GCN. 


Young  academic  seeks  active  leftist  lesbian  to 
court.  You  must  be  both  sarcastic  and  amiable. 
Adventure  awaits.  GCN  Box  600  (33) 


PETE  AND  TONY 

Met  Key  West  Feb.  3rd — La  Ti  Da  Tea  Dance. 
Jeff  203-846-9890  or  203  222-5858  (42) 


Sleepy  girl  seeks  nudgy  one — for  a  year’s  worth 

of  silly  conversations,  hot  sex,  romantic,  garlicky 
dinners,  and  hiding  in  your  armpit  at  the  movies. 
Okay,  you  got  me  already,  beautiful  one.  You 
know  I  love  you.  Happy  A. 


PCA  AVAILABLE 

To  work  late  afternoon  or  early  evening  shifts. 
South  shore/Boston  Area.  5  years  experience  in 
Health  Care— Stale  Certified.  Call  Dawn  between 
4 -6pm.  508-279-0263  (36) 

PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  -Sports  Medicine  •Diagnosis  and 
treatment  ol  disease  "Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


Massage 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos”  742-2416  (40) 


DEFINITIVE  MASSAGE 

The  ultimate  full  body  massage  for  the  discerning 
individual.  Discreet  experienced  masseur  will 
relieve  all  your  tensions.  $75.00  flat  fee.  Out  call 
only.  Serving  Boston/Hartford  617-262-4801 


Sensual  full  body  massage  with  oils.  15  years 
experience.  40  year  old  Ed  or  long  haired  Mac. 
Boston  outcalls  522-4094  (39) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25 1,  business  ads  35( 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  25#  for  each  addtl  word 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADING 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $  1 .50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

3 1+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch, _ inches  x  $15 

TOTAL 


CATEGORY 

□ 

PERSONALS 

$ 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

APARTMENTS 

□ 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

$ 

t 

□ 

MASSAGE 

$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

$ 

□ 

O 

£ 

o 

5 

$ 

□ 

SERVICES 

$ 

□ 

RIDES 

□ 

MOVERS 

Name _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City, _ _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ _ _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pjn.for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


Announcements 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  SL  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


SOFTBALL  COACHES 

Lesbian  Boston  Recreation  League  team  seeks 
skills -builder  to  share  coaching.  Call  Ruth  524- 
5347  (36) 

New  England  Central  America  Network  needs 
volunteers  in  our  Jamaica  Plain  office.  We  are 
dedicated  to  stopping  the  U.S.  war  against  Central 
America  and  its  effects  on  problems  here  at  home. 
Please  call  Susan  at  524-3636  (39) 


EROTIC-SPIRITUAL  MEN 

Matthew  Simmons  and  Jim  Murphey  invite  you 
to  a  sacred  sex  seminar  developed  by  Joseph 
Kramer.  (No  lecture)  In  this  hands-on  weekend  of 
erotic  explorations  and  sexual  initiations  you  will 
experiement  with  sacred  sex  rituals  based  on 
Tantric,  Taoist,  and  Native  American  traditions. 
Leam  25  erotic  massage  strokes  to  enhance  and 
prolong  orgasm.  Boston-May  11,  12.  9am-6pm. 
Cost  is  $250.  For  information  call  Body  Electric 
School  at  (415)  653-1595  or  Jim  Murphey  at 
(617)  282-1181.  Honor  your  sexuality!  (38) 


WANTED 

Gay  males  with  known  HIV  status  (positive  or 
negative)  to  participate  in  a  study  on  the 
psychological  impact  of  HIV  infection.  You  will 
be  compensated  $20  for  about  1  hour. 
Confidentiality  assured.  Call  Tony  776-1960  (36) 


ADOPTION/SURROGATE 

Loving  GWM  longtime  couple:  professional, 
established,  committed,  eager  to  adopt  your 
newbom/have  you  carry  our  baby.  Us:  gifted, 
caring,  healthy,  responsible,  with  devoted 
family/friends.  You,  if  surrogate: altruistic,  enjoy 
pregnancy,  need  financial  assistance.  If  adoption: 
expenses  paid.  Please... let's  help  each  other.  Ken 
and  Sam  (301)  628-8900  collect. 


FUNDS  URGENTLY  NEEDEDI 

Presently  incarcerated  gay  inmate  is  in  need  of 
financial  assistance  because  of  legal  battle  for 
freedom  (5  year  trial  appeal  case).  Those 
interested  in  lendig  a  financial  hand  may  call  our 
900  number  and  make  a  charitable  $10  donation 
toward  this  cause.  The  inmate  himself  will  give  a 
synopsis  of  this  case  via  a  pre-recorded  message 
whyou  call.  Please  call  and  give!  1-900-456- 
9800.  Enter  Ext.  5555  (This  is  a  $10  flat-rate 
call!)  (There  are  no  other  hidden  charges!)  For 
further  information  you  may  call  Daniel  & 
Roberts,  Attorneys  at  Law  (303)  752-6806. 


HIV+  LESBIANS— BE  HEARDI 

Participants  are  being  sought  for  a  study  of  the 
experiences  of  lesbians  living  with  HIV.  For  more 
info,  please  contact  Sarah  Steadman  at  889-8515 
ext.  407  or  648 -291 9. 


For  Sale 


LOVE  SHACK  GETAWAY! 

Romantic  Monhegan  Island,  Maine.  3  bedroom,  2 
bath  summer  house  with  charm.  Rustic.  Kerosene 
3nd  gas  run  appliances.  Solid.  Requires  cosmetic 
attention.  Asking  $115,  000.  203-423-7932  (37) 


VICTORIA  PARK  FLORIDA 

4  units  in  gay  area  3-1/1  separate  2/1.  $24K 
annual  income  live  in  one  rent  the  others.  $180K 
large  assumable  Call  407-394-7273 


CLASSIFIEDS 


For  Sale 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  CONDO 

1st  ad  ponside  2nd  fir  sunny  spac  3  BR  with  view 
hard  wood  floors  and  trim  washer  dryer  porches 
near  pond  and  arboretum  owner  $1 25 K  522-4523 


Gorgeous  2  family  seacaptain's  home  in  safe 
Chelsea  neighborhood,  minutes  from  Boston. 
Great  interior  plus  yard  and  garage.  $169,  900. 
884-5203  (36) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  LUXURY 

Sophisticated  and  private.  2  bd,  2  bath  townhouse 
in  renovated  Victorian,  steps  from  Pond  and 
Transportation.  Deck,  air-cond.,  2-car  parking. 
Offered  at  $295,000.  Victoria  Whitney  734-0486 
Klaussen  &  ElcockR.E.  738-5151  (36) 


Springwater  designs 

Rings  for  Celebrating  our 
Relationships 

Handmade-18kt'14kt’Stcrling 

BY  APPOINTMENT 
CALL  OR  SEND  $2  FOR  CATALOGUE 

PO  Box  40628  Providence  RI  02940 
(401)273  6391  tr  (617)354  8515 


Movers 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905 
(V19,i9) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck  522-0826 


Help  Wanted 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  progressive  worker-managed 
printing  collective,  is  seeking  a  FULL-CHARGE 
BOOKEEPER  to  handle  day-to-day  business 
operations  and  work  with  collective  to  do 
financial  planning.  Familiarity  with  computer 
accounting  systems  preferable.  People  of  color 
and  women  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume  to 
Red  Sun  Press,  94  Green  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (36) 


MAJOR-DOMO 

Luxury  Boston  home  requires  services  of 
experienced  male  housekeeper  live  in.  Travel. 
Opportunity  for  advancemenL  GCN  Box  122 

(38) 


INDUSTRIOUS  TYPES 

Think  this  is  easy?  Glamorous?  Or  simpy 
groovy?  If  you're  even  just  a  wee  bit  curious 
about  volunteering  some  of  your  snappy 
synapeses  and  stamina,  why  not  call?  426-4469 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


We’re  Determined 
To  Make  A  Difference. 


I  And  we  are.  VJe  provide  com- 
•  passionate,  comprehensive 
medical  and  mental  health 
services,  substance  abuse 
treatment  and  HIV  education  to  area 
residents  and  to  members  of  New  En¬ 
gland's  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Our 
innovative  HIV  Research  and  Treatment 
Programs  are  nationally  recognized  and 
our  services  are  highly  respected  by  the 
medical  community.  See  what  a  differ¬ 
ence  your  abilities  make  here: 

Research 
Project  Manager 

Full-time  position  for  M  PH.  or  M  S.  with 
background  in  HIV  research  and 
epidemiology.  Manages  research  staff, 
clinical  data  and  specimens;  analyzes 
and  presents  data  in  wiitten  formats; 
monitors  and  participates  in  daily  run¬ 
ning  of  two  HIV  studies  —  including  in¬ 
teraction  with  research  participants. 
Knowledge  of  dBase  111+  preferred. 


Occupational 

Therapist 

Part-time  position  (8-10  hrs/week)  for 
Mass  licensed  OT  As  a  member  of  HIV 
Evaluation  and  Treatment  Team,  the 
successful  candidate  will  assess  ADL 
functioning  of  patients,  contribute  to 
treatment  plans  devised  by  the  team, 
lead  ADL  group  bnd  work  with  patients 
to  assess  and  adapt  to  cognitive  impair¬ 
ments.  Prior 

experience  with  HIV/AIDS  population,  or 
a  comparable  population,  is  required. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries,  excellent 
benefits,  and  a  dynamic,  progressive 
environment.  Please  forward  resume  to: 
David  Passer,  Personnel  Coordinator, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 

7  Havlland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 
No  telephone  calls  please.  FCHC  is 
committed  to  equal  opportunity  employ¬ 
ment.  Women,  persons  of  color,  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  gay  men  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate 


CAMG  RIDGE  PORT 

LF  seeks  same  for  3  fir  rent-controlled  house. 
Backyard,  driveway,  near  T.  Other  species 
welcome.  $283  for  bedroom  and  study.  Csll  661- 
6771 


SOMERVILLE 

Two  lesbians  33  &  44;  3  cals  seek  lesbian  to  share 
spacious  apartment  between  Porter  and  Davis 
convenient  4  bedrooms  porches  W/D  backyard. 
We  are  friendly  and  independent.  No  more  pets. 
No  smokers.  Available  April  1.  Rent  325+  625- 
4298 


BL  seek  woman  of  color  to  share  sunny, 
convenient  Cambridge  semi-coop  house  with 
hardwood  floors  and  back  yard!  Must  be  neal  and 
responsible.  315+  868-4907  (32) 

- frTCHBURG  AREA - 

Wanted:  nonsmoking  L  to  share  country 
farmhouse  50  miles  from  Boston.  Wood  heat, 
garden  space,  piano,  ping  pong.  Pets  negotiable. 
$300.  Barter  possible.  508-386-7737  (32) 


SOMERVILLE 

2LF,  2  cats  seek  L/Bi  F  for  homey  3BR  in  Winter 
Hill.  Big,  sunny  spaces,  porches,  parking. 
Friendly,  indpendent  living,  drug/smoke  free. 
$300+,  5/1.623-5535. 


A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $75 

MELROSE:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylight  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck, 
gardens,  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet, 
security,  spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only 
17  minutes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient 
T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including 
utilities.  665-6082  (30) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  sober  non-smkg  GM's  seek  same  to  share  large 
fum.  7rm  apt  with  own  unfum  BR  w/d  near  T 
$275+  utils  share  expenses  call  524-7705  (38) 


Somerville,  3F,  friendly  and  radical  seek  IF,  any 
race,  any  sexual  preference,  for  coop.  4/1 .  No 
smokers  or  furry  pets,  202+,  623-5768 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+ .  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3 
T  lines!  $240  includes  heat.  Leave  message  739- 
6566  now.  (30) 


LEXINGTON 

LF  seeks  LF  for  furnished  bedroom.  $380 
includes  kitchen  priv.,  W/D,  heat,  and  all  utilites. 
Close  to  route  128.  No  smoking.  Call  492-5396 

(36) 


All  new  natural  1BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees,  view, 
moonlight,  ecofem  owner  occ.  hse  on  hill,  T  & 
Xwy,  $585.  Older  $535  inc  all  436-2583  (39) 


Publications 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gey  community  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups, 
switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.  etc. 

(area  codes  and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CAN  ADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  Manhattan 
bar  notes  &  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Flhode  Island, 
Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station. 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business¬ 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St.  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81.  (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


NALLSTON 

lM/lf  seek  resp.  prof,  person  to  share  furnished  3 
bedroom  apartment  in  2  family  house  near 
Harvard/  #66  bus.  Washer/Dryer  parking. 
$325/month  254-1955  (35) 


Newly  relocated  GPW  40  y/o  looking  for  roomate 
situation  in  Boston  area.  Seeking  place  with 
reasonable  rent  and  drug  free.  Responsible, 
friendly,  independent  (508)  937-5901 

(37) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or 
623-0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol. 

(23) 


3  LF  seek  4th  to  share  warm/friendly  home.  Close 
to  Orange/Green  line.  Semi  co-op.  W  have  a  dog. 
$225-  woodstove,  woodfloor  plants.  Call  522- 
9351  (34) 


2  LF  seek  M/1-  roommate  25+,  near  Orange  line. 
W/D,  DW,  yard.  Seek  responsible  non-smoker, 
must  like  cals.  $320+  utilities.  Pagan  inquiries 
welcome.  628-7744  (34) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets, 
drugs.  $275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216  (23) 


HAPPY  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

GF  seeks  GF/GM  bright  and  spacious  apt.  in 
Brookline  3bedrms  Living  room  dining  room 
EIK.  Two  Large  decks.  Off  Street  Parking 
Hardwood  floors  $325  Plus  Utilities  734-1117 

(34) 


Two  LF  looking  for  lykable-dykeable  lesbo  3BR 
house  in  JP.  250+,  3  cats,  semi-veg,  smoke  +  drug 
free,  near  T,  call  Susan  522-5123  Ashley  524- 
9961  (34) 


Dorchester-Two  political  lesbians  one  Jewish  one 
Jockish  want  LF  to  share  house  with  large  yard 
and  porch.  One  block  from  Ashmont  T  282-0046 

(34) 


Apartments 


JAMAICA  PLAIN - 

Third  floor  lesbian  owned/occupied  triple  decker. 
Six  rooms,  two  porches.  Insulated.  Multi-ethnic 
community  Quiet  street  Near  park  and  T.  W/D  in 
base  me nL  700+  524  -5144  (36) 


WOMEN  ONLY 

Summer  in  SANTA-BARBARA-Luxurious  2 
bedrm.  townhouse  conveniently  located, 
1200.00/mo.  or  housing  exchange  in  Cambridge 
area.  June  15-Augusl  30.  PH.  805-  963-8252 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
organizations  in  New  England  ! 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


Over  200  pages  of  contacts,  businesses  & 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S.,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/V1SA  Welcome 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms  efficiencies,  suites,  heated  pool, 
cable  TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL. 
33304  1 -800-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome 

(47) 


PAMPER  YOURSELF  IN  P-TOWN 

Beautiful  fireplaced  rooms  with  hardwood  floors, 
and  color  T.V.'s.  Wonderful  fireplaced  cottages 
available.  Included  are  daily  maid  service, 
parking,  and  delicious  gourmet  breakfasts.  Five 
minute  walk  to  town  center,  one  block  from 
ocean.  Off  season  rales  from  March  29-  May  23. 
Bradford  Gardens  Inn,  178  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657  (508)  487-1616 

(38) 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling 
fire.  With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain 
acres,  yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy, 
we're  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded, 
inexpensive  downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid¬ 
week  discounts.  The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box 
118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from 
Provincetown  harbor,  free  continental  breakfast, 
parking,  most  rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  7  Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094. 

TJ 


1  OO'S  Of  GAY /LESBIAN 

Destinations  and  cruises  USA/  Worldwide.  PI  us  I 
Super  low  packages  to  Ford  Lauderdale,  Miami 
Beach,  Key  West,  Disneyworid/EpcoL  Riverwalk 
Travel  (800)  771-1777  (32) 
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GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe _ 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  information  or  to  order  a  tap*  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mass.,  call 

(61 7)  723-5130 

Or  In  tho  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


No  fooling! 

Starting  April  1st 

Deadline  changes 

All  classified  copy  and  display 
advertising  reservations  will  be  due 
at  3  p.m.  on  Fridays.  Camera-ready 
display  ads  or  classified  ads  will  be 
accepted  until  Monday  at  noon,  If  a 

reservation  has  been  made. 

Questions?  Call  426-4469. 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

Starting  SMALL  BUSINESSES  You  can 
write  the  following  address  and  get  a 
"Directory  of  Business  Development 
Publications.  US  Small  Business 
Administration,  Washington  DC  20416. 


GM  wants  to  meet  others  to  help  me  pass 
these  lonely  hours.  I'll  be  released  soon, 
would  like  lasting  relationship.  Write 
Reggie  Williams,  #561838,  Rt  1  Box  1, 

Huntsville,  TX  77349. _ 

GM  who  enjoys  education,  jazz  and 
scratchy  towels  against  my  skin  seeks  true 
friend.  Please  write  Jimmy  Scott,  #148285, 
Fountain  38,  Atmore,  Ala  36503. _ 

Young  Black  male,  likable  to  likable 
people,  would  like  to  befriend  such.  Please 
write  Chad  Hill,  #84-A-2643,  P.O.  Box  51, 

Comstock,  NY  12821. _ 

Vernon,  aka  Silk,  has  lost  addresses.  If  you 
have  not  heard  from  Silk,  please  contact  Joe 
E.  Brown,  #174417,  Box  900,  Jeff.  City, 

MO  65102. _ 

GM,  likes  drawing,  books,  music.  I'm  easy 
going,  shy,  intelligent.  Robert  Barnes, 
#482158,  Ferguson  Unit,  Rt.  2,  Box  20, 

Midway,  TX  75852. _ 

Bi  male  would  like  relationship  with 
someone  who  can  love  me.  I'm  from  the 
"queen  "  city.  Write  Gary  Short,  Rt.  1,  Box 

36,  Jackson  NC  27845. _ 

Bi  male,  enjoys  cooking,  long  walks, 
poetry.  Am  romantic,  sensual.  Willing  to 
relocate  after  release.  Write  Herman  D. 
Hudosn,  #864197,  Indiana  Dept,  of 
Correction,  Westville  Corr.  Ctr,  Box  473, 

ICO-1,  Westville,  IN  46391 _ 

I'm  due  to  be  released  in  three  months,  and 
would  like  very  much  to  find  a  friend.  Write 
Michael  Simmons,  #79019  CCR,  LA  STate 

Prison,  Angola  LA  70712 _ 

Please  write  a  sincere,  lonely  brother  who 
wishes  to  establish  honest  friendships. 
Samuel  Dunfee,  075517-394,  MICI  1150 
S.W.  Allapattah  Rd.,  Indiantown,  FL 

34956 _ 

GM,  enjoy  sports,  animals,  being  honest. 
Looking  for  affectionate  caring  individual 
for  friendship  or  relationship.  Roger  Hentz, 
Unit  23,  #60745,  Parchman,  MS  38738 _ 

GM  wants  to  hear  from  gay  men  who  would 
want  me  to  do  the  driving.  Will  exchange 
photos.  John  Frentzel,  Box  900,  Jefferson 

City,  MO  65102 _ 

GM  looking  for  companionship  after 
incarceration  ends.  Would  love  to  receive 
letters  from  all  aggressive  men  now  in 
hopes  of  a  brighter  future.  George  Goutier 
Jr, #84666-01 1,  Box  1105,  SF,  CA 
94101 _ 

I'm  looking  for  compatible  relationship.  1 
enjoy  symphonic,  country,  class  ic 
rock. Write  Gary  Zimmerman,  #453860 
Hughes,  Gatesville,  TX  76597 _ 

Looking  for  gay  boys  who  go  to  gay  bars  to 
write  me.  Hobbies:  going  nude  on 
horseback,  sex  with  a  lot  of  passion.  Can't 
write  to  prisoners.  Write  Mike  Kammerzell, 
PO  Box  514-161115,  Granite,  OK 
73547 _ 

Lovable  GM  seeks  GM  to  be  everything  to 
and  for.  Good  things  are  sometimes  found 
in  strange  places.  Timmy  Ballenger, 
#26814.  Box  1989,  Ely  NV  89301 _ 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE ” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 


<?? 


I  like  music,  sports,  outside  activities, 
reading,  movies,  poetry.  Please  write 
Renee  Sims,  #18795,  SHU  230,  Frontec 

CA  91720. _ 

I’m  lonely,  and  could  stand  as  many 
friends  that  would  write.  I  love  to  go 
fishing,  camping,  swimming.  WRite  Kitten 
Keyes  #161884,  Box  8450,  #72, 

Pembroke  Pine,  FL  33024 _ 

I'm  a  lovely  Black  female  with  a  hobby  no 
one  would  ever  believe  until  experience, 
which  is  sex.  I'm  alone  in  this  prison  and 
need  to  communicate.  Will  respond  to  all. 
Please  write  cuz  you  can't  call  (smile). 
Angela  Leverett,  #A625650,  Box  854f0, 
#580,  Pembroke  Pine,  FL  33024 _ 

POETS  AND  ARTISTS!! 

When  you  submit  your  work  (play)  for 
our  annual  prisoner  poetry  and  art 
centerspread,  please  have  it  be  about  I 
being  gay/lesbian  In  prison,  rather  than 
just  about  prison  in  general.  There  are 
other  papers  that  publish  that  kind  of 
work.  We  are  the  only  ones  that  get  the 
gay  stuff  out.  OK.  Thanks. 


BBM  seeks  good  bottom  who  would  like  a 
loving  and  gentle  9  incher  or  just  friendship. 
Write  Ular  Winfun, ,  #080709,  Box  316, 

Fort  Madison,  IA  52627 _ 

Lonely  man  in  dire  need  of  correspondence 
from  anyone.  Libra,  athletic,  poet, 
headstrong.  Write  William  Bush  #205068, 

Box511,  Columbus  OH  43216. _ 

I'm  a  black  male  seeking  TV  or  TS  open- 
minded.  Love  good  conversation  and  candid 
Sexually  outspoken.  Lester  EVANS, 
C-88016,  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696_ 
I’m  desperate  to  hear  from  "my  people"  who 
understand  what  it  means  to  be  gay.  I  hope 
someone  out  there  would  like  to  write  for 
friendship.Thomas  ANDREWS,  76147, 

Box  3200,  Goodyear  AZ  85338. _ 

GM  seeking  friendship.  Like  country  and 
rock  music.  Looking  for  free  world  penpals. 
Paul  Messer,  100743,  Box  479,  Burgin  KY 

403 1 0. _ 

Doesn’t  anyone  on  the  outside  feel  on  the 
inside  for  someone  who  is  lonely.  If  so, 
please  write  Riki  Milbourn,  Box  1989- 

23637,  Ely  NV  89301 _ 

Hi  out  there!  I’m  in  prison  and  would  love 
to  have  someone  to  write  to  and  a  friend  to 
talk  with.  I’m  32,  into  music,  dancing  and 
hiking  in  the  woods.  Also  cooking.  Please 
write  Alfred  MacNeiL  233144,  Box  699- W, 

Sneads  FL  32460. _ 

Bi  man  seeks  correspondence  with  other 
gay  and  bi  men  for  letter  support.  Into 
school  and  working  out.  Need  a  friend. 
Gregg  HODGES,  Box  215,  Maury  NC 

28554 _ 

I'm  a  hot  Italian  hunk.  I  enjoy  the  beach  as 
well  as  water  skiing.  Love  to  listen  to  jazz. 
Looking  for  some  hunks  to  write  to. 
preferably  on  the  outside.  EE.  CarTanza, 

62138.  Box  3200,  Goodyear,  AZ  85338 _ 

I  need  to  find  a  penpal.  I  was  raped,  but  it 
felt  good  to  me  nevertheless  and  I  feel  now 
that  I  actually  am  gay.  Would  someone 
please  write.  Damon  BOWDEN,  B-487757, 
33123  Oil  Well  Rd,  Puma  Gorda  FL  33955. 


Brookline  ♦  Bernardo  Bertolucci's  1900  (see  review  page  7)  is  at  the 
Coolidge  Comer  Theatre,  290  Harvard,  For  screening  times  and  future  info 
call  734-6600.  Pictured  (k)  Gerard  Depardieu  and  Robert  De  Niro 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  liftings.  All  listings  must  be  typed  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please!  Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the 
617  area  code,  and  non-major  cities  are  in 
Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted 

30  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Potluck  Holiday  Beach  Party  and  Dance.  8  p.m.  to  I 
a.m.  Appalachian  Mtn.  Qub.,  5  Joy  St  (800)  42-BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Dignity/Boston  Easter  Vigil  Celebration. 

1 0:30  p.m.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin 
St 

31  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Dykes'  Dialog:  Army  of  Ex-Lovers 
(Processing  Feelings).  4  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  AMALGM  Monthly  Men’s  Meeting. 
(AMALGM  =  Assoc,  of  Mass.  Asian  L/GM.)  Last 
Sunday  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St, 
room  202K.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Dignity/Boston  Easter  Day  Mass.  5:30  p.m. 
St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St 

Boston  ♦  Bo  Huston  Reads  from  “Remember  Me." 
Glad  Day,  673  Boylston  (across  from  Boston  Public 
Library).  7  p.m.  267-3010. 

April  I  Monday 

Amherst  ♦  Kaleidoscope.  A  group  for  older  G/L/B 
6:30  to  9  p.m.  Bangs  Comm.  Ctr.,  Boltwood  Walk. 
Info:  Come  (413)  525-2188,  Warren  (413)  586-4277, 
or  Dave  (4 1 3)  773-3091 

Newton  ♦  Lesbian  School  Teachers  /  Administrators 
Potluck.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  492-1821 

Hanover,  NH  ♦  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  First  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)  632-4145. 

Cambridge  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network. 
Intro  mtg.  Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m.,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

2  Tuesday 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Cambridge  6  Lesbian  Book  Discussion  Group.  8  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  "Mediation 
Services.”  Open  disc  8  to  1 0  p.m.  Lindemann  Ctr,  25 
Staniford  St,  Boston  Rm.  (Plaza  Lvl.).  742-7897. 

3  Wednesday 

Allston  4  Split  Britches  and  Bloolips  in  “Belle 
Reprieve."  A  send  up  of  “A  Streetcar  Named  Desire.” 

3  and  8  p.m.  Also  4/4,  5,  6  and  7.  Double  Edge 
Theatre,  5  St  Luke's  Rd.  (one  block  from 
Commonwealth  and  Brighton  Aves.).  Tickets  $  1 5  at 
door,  $13  advance:  497-1 1 18. 

Concord,  NH  ♦  Lesbian  Health  Clinic.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  5  to  9  p.m.  Full  gynecological 
services.  Appt  or  more  info:  Randie  (603)  225-2739. 

Somerville  ♦  B/L/G  Rights  Activists  of  Somerville 
(BLGRAS)  Monthly  Meeting.  First  Wednesday  each 
month.  7  pm  Info:  666-9288  or  628-9650. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Swing  Dance  Practice.  8  to  9:30 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1,661-3633. 

4  Thursday 

Boson  4  “Care  Partners:  Two  Evenings  of  Info,  and 
Discussion  for  Families  Affected  by  HIV.”  Medical  and 
legal  info  on  AIDS  and  HIV.  4/4  and  4/1 1.  6  to  8  p.m. 
Clinical  Partners  Health  Resource  Ctr,  321  Columbus 
Ave.  Limited  space,  so  register.  536-5950. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About,  Seacoast  Lesbian 
Support  Groups  “Singles  Talk  w /  Singles,  Couples  wl 
Couples.”  Thursdays  7  pm  “A  Safe  Place,"  10  Vaughn 
Mall  Ste.  10.(603)778-3921. 

Cambridge  4  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
pm  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Northampton  4  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 


Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St  7:30pm  (4 1 3)  527-53 1 0. 

5  Friday 

Cambridge  4  Opening  Night  Benefit'  National  G/L 
Film  Tour.  5  to  7  p.m.  cocktails  and  hors  d’oeuvre. 
Gutman  Conf.  Ctr,  Harvard,  6  Appian  Way.  Then,  at 
Brattle  Theatre:  7  p.m.  "Flames  of  Passion”  and 
"Comrade  in  Arms”;  8:30  p.m.  "Because  the  Dawn” 
and  “Nocturne”;  10:20  p.m.  "Pink  Narcissus.”  $25.  Info 
and  reservations:  MGLPC  262- 1 565. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  Potluck 
Meeting.  6  p.m.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury.  483- 
3685. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  Videos  at  the  Center  “An  Early 
Frost"  7  p.m.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury.  $1 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  Age  35+  Meet  8  p.m.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661- 
3633. 

Brookline  4  Am  Tikva  Concluding  Passover  Services. 

8  p.m.  Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St  Alternative 
and  progressive  Haggadah  reading  for  final  night  of 
Pesach.  Bring  something  Kosher  for  Passover.  926- 
2536. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  Age  50+/-  Meet  8  p.m.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661- 
3633. 

Boston  4  The  Films  of  Jaime  Humberto  Hermosillo: 
“Dona  Herlinda  and  Her  Son”  and  "The  Dog’s 
Birthday."  Aspects  of  gay  life  and  gay  love.  Series 
continues  4/12,  4/26.  8:15  and  8  p.m.  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts.  267-9300  x30S. 

Cambridge  4  L/G/B  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance.  8: 1 5 
p.m.  to  midnight  Swing  and  Charleston  lessons  8:15  t6 

9  p.m.  Music  by  Cheek  to  Cheek.  $5.  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  661-1792 

Providence  4  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
8:30  to  1 1:30  p.m.  First  Universalist  Church,  250 
Washington  St.  Beginner’s  waltz  lesson  at  8  p.m. 
Smoke  free.  $5.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

6  Saturday 

Cambridge  4  Nat’l  L/G  1991  Film  Tour  “Desire.”  2 
p.m.  Other  films  through  4/14.  All  features  $6.  Brattle 
Theatre,  40  Brattle  St,  Harvard  Sq.  876-6837. 

Waltham  4  WOW  (Way  Out  in  Waltham)  Spring 
Potluck.  5:30  p.m.  business  mtg,  6:30  p.m.  dinner. 
Location  and  info:  893-0361 . 

Jamaica  Plain  4  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Smoke  / 
drug  free.  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners’  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  J.P,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  $5. 
Info  and  directions:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or 
Scott  536-2014. 

Boston  4  Women’s  Coffeehouse:  Laura  Wood. 
Socialize  7  p.m.;  show  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  $5.  247-2927. 

7  Sunday 

Amherst  4  Bagel  Brunch  for  Jewish  L/G/B.  Schmooze! 
10:30  a.m.  Social  Hall  of  Jewish  Comm,  of  Amherst 
(413)  256-1235. 

Boston  4  Community  Meeting  To  Discuss  Proposed 
1 992  March  on  Washington.  2  to  6  p.m.  Piemonte  Rm, 
Boston  Gty  Hall,  Congress  St  entrance.  354-7457. 
Cambridge  4  Community  Works  Annual  Auction.  3  to 

7  p.m.  Dante  Alighieri  Ctr,  41  Hampshire  St  423- 
9555. 

Manchester,  NH  4  Randa  McNamara  and  The 
Flirtations.  To  benefit  Manchester  YWCA's  Women’s 
Crisis  Svc.  and  NH  AIDS  Foundation.  3  p.m.  Palace 
Theatre,  80  Hanover  St.  $50  (incl.  champagne 
reception),  $20,  $15.  (603)  625-5785. 

Boston  4  Dykes’  Dialog:  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  4  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Somerville  4  GLOSS:  G/L  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71  Union  Sq,  6  p.m. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  Info:  Usa,  628-25  32 

Beverly  4  North  Shore  L/G  Parenting  Support  Group. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church.  225  Cabot  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  593-5252 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly  Potluck.  7 
p.m.  Barbara's  home.  Directions  525-3737  or  Barry 
288-1547. 

Cambridge  4  Two  Nice  Girls.  Indigo  /  Nightstage,  823 
Main  St  8  p.m.  $9  by  phone  or  Ticket  master.  497- 
7200. 

8  Monday 

Providence  4  Ballroom  and  C/W  Dance  Courses  for 
L/GM  and  Friends:  Start  of  Four-Week  Series.  6:30  to 
7:30  p.m.  Swing  Intensive.  7:30  to  8:30  p.m,  Texas 
Two-Step  and  Line  Dance.  8:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Tango 
and  Rhumba.  First  Universalist  Church,  250 
Washington  St  $37  for  four  sessions.  Adtfl  info:  Jason 
Thomas  (617)  859-9455. 

9  Tuesday 


Boston  4  Boston  Professional  Ass' a  6  p.m.  cocktails,  7 
p.m  presentation.  Tremont  Hs,  Tremont  St  (across 
from  Wang  Ctr.).  $  1 5,  incl  dinner.  720-4 1 1 9. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Ballroom  and  C/W  Dance  Courses  for 
L/GM  and  Friends:  Start  of  Three- Week  Series.  7  to  8 
p.m.  Swing  Intensive.  8  to  9  p.m.  Advanced  Latin 
Workshop.  Firehouse  Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St  $30 
for  three  sessions.  Add’l  info:  Jason  Thomas  (617)  859- 
9455. 

Boston  4  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 
Columbus  Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  &  Columbus).  6:30  p.m. 
Info:  David  424-6989. 

Arlington  4  Parents  and  Friends  of  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church, 
630  Mass.  Ave  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)562- 
5807. 

1 0  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Avenue  C  “Gay  Night”  A  portion  of  the 
evening’s  cover  donated  to  the  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.  120 
Boylston  St,  Theatre  Dist  247-2927. 

Boston  4  Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus  Monthly 
Membership  Mtg.  6:30  p.m.  Arlington  Street  Church 
(use  the  Boylston  St  entrance). 

Boston  4  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

1 1  Thursday 

Boston  4  Pride  Comm.  Fundraising  Mtg.  Second 
Thursday  each  month.  6  p.m.  social,  7  p.m.  business 
mtg.  Info  or  volunteer  packet  Pride  Comm.  262-3149. 

Boston  4  “Care  Partners:  Two  Evenings  of  Info,  and 
Discussion  for  Families  Affected  by  HIV.”  Medical  and 
legal  info  re  AIDS  and  HIV.  4/4  and  4/1 1.  6  to  8  p.m. 
Clinical  Partners  Health  Resource  Ctr,  321  Columbus 
Ave.  Umited  space,  so  register  536-5950. 

Cambridge  4  Indigo.  Half  the  cover  donated  to  the 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.  823  Main  St  247-2927. 

Dorchester  4  G/L  Concerns  Committee  of  SEIU  Local 
509.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  Union  office,  5 
Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30  p.m.  Info:  282-2509. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Ballroom  and  C/W  Dance  Courses  for 
L/GM  and  Friends:  Start  of  Four- Week  Series.  6:30  to 
7:30  p.m.  Swing,  Foxtrot  and  Waltz.  7:30  to  8:30  p.m., 
Texas  Two-Step  and  Une  Dance.  8:30  to  9:30  p.m, 
Cha  Cha,  Salsa,  and  Mambo.  Firehouse  Arts  Center, 
659  Centre  St  $37  for  four  sessions.  Add’l  info:  Jason 
Thomas  (617)  859-9455. 

Cambridge  4  Drop  In  At  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

Boston  4  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  HIV  Medical 
Forum.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m.  BLC, 
140  Clarendon  St  7th  floor.  Info:  Rob  267-0900. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About  Seacoast  Lesbian 
Support  Group.:  "AIDS.”  Thursdays  7  p.m.  "A  Safe 
Place,”  10  Vaughn  Mall  Ste.  10.  (603)  778-3921. 

Boston  4  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation.  General  meeting  second  Thursday 
each  month.  The  Center  rm.  202  338  Newbury  St  8 
p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 

1 2  Friday 

Boston  4  Bobby’s  Benefit  for  the  Center.  5  to  9  p.m. 
int’l  buffet  9  p.m.  to  2  a.m.  dance.  Tickets  $20  at 
Bobby’s,  Odeon,  New  Words,  Glad  Day,  Crone’s 
Harvest  Little  Shop  of  Horrors. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  Videos  at  the  Center  "Black 
Widow”  (popular  thriller).  7  p.m.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338 
Newbury.  $2 

Boston  4  The  Films  of  Jaime  Humberto  Hermosillo: 
“Shipwreck”  and  "Looks  Can  Be  Deceiving.’’  Series 
continues  4/26.  6  and  8  p.m.  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 
267-9300  x30S. 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Qub  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  1 0  a.m.  Also:  T ues.  1215  p.m. 
at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282-0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  I  lam- 1230  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  4  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  aH  abilities.  1 0: 1 5  at  Boston 
City  Hosp.  swimming  pooL  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  G/L  Youth)  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church 
35  Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 


Boston  4  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass.  Arlington 
St  Church,  351  Boylston  St  227-5794. 

Boston  4  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 

1 0:30pm-230am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  1225  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  4  Chiltern  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843-3966. 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA’s  and 
Friends:  about  1 00  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church  Mtg.  Hs  HilL  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8- 10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  4  "Between  Takes"  Often  a  G/L  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island  Interconnect 
A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check  listings 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Boston  4  Beantown  Women’s  Rugby  Club.  Practice 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.  until  June. 
Info:  Sue  776-1649  or  Laurie  623-234 1. 

Gloucester  4  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  illness.  Pos.  C&S  8  to 
9  p.m,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subsL  abuse  issues  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project  19  Pleasant 
St  (508)  283-0101. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women’s  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  Sl  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)  755- 
3773. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St  New 
persons'  meeting  6p.m.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m.  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  4  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259-1559. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Thursdays 

Somerville  4  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Rgm,  for  people 
with  and  concerned  with  AIDS.  Family  style. 
Reservations  requested  but  not  necessary.  College 
Ave.  United  Methodist  Church,  14  Chapel  St.  6:15 
sharp.  666-4130. 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights  Meets 
every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury 
St.  6:30  to  8p.m.  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Fridays 

Watertown  4  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 
Boston  4  CCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  CCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  426-4469. 


Belle  Reprieve 

Directed  by  Lois  Weaver.  Devised  and 
performed  by  Lois  Weaver,  Peggy  Shaw, 

Bette  Bourne  and  Precious  Pearle.  Reviewed 
at  One  Dream  Theater,  New  York.  Belle 
Reprieve  comes  to  Boston  April  3-7  at  Double 
Edge  Theater,  5  St  Luke's  Rd.,  AUston.  Tickets 
are  $13  In  advance  and  $15  at  the  door; 
available  at  New  Words,  Gad  Day  Bookshop, 
Arborway  Video,  Out  of  Town  Tickets,  and 
Concert  Charge  (617)  497-1 118 

Reviewed  by  Ron  Caldwell 

Belle  Reprieve  is  a  refreshingly  gaudy 
and  blessedly  ambiguous  theatrical 
experience.  In  it,  the  faded  royalty  of 
all  sorts  of  genres  has  been  stripped  to  its 
theatrical  underwear,  revealing  a  well-padded 
bustier  and  some  suspiciously  lumpy  BVDs. 

A  charming  company  of  two  women 
(from  New  York’s  “Split  Britches”  theater 
company)  and  two  men  (from  England’s 
“Bloolips”)  have  collaborated  on  a  very 
funny,  intelligent,  frenetic  cyberdrag  spinoff 
of  A  Streetcar  Named  Desire  that  pays 
homage  to  Tennessee  Williams  with  one 
hand,  as  it  spanks  and  shakes  him  down  with 
the  other.  Frequently,  one  of  the  hands  slips 
into  the  skirts  and  trousers  of  Broadway,  the 
West  End,  Beckett,  Brief  Encounter,  and  / 
Love  Lucy,  pulling  out  some  parodic  plums, 
some  political  peaches. 

From  the  bluesy  introit  (all  of  the  sidestage 
accompaniment  is  provided  by  Split 
Britches’  Laka  Daisical),  it  becomes 
immediately  apparent  that  things  are  kind  of 
strange  in  the  revisionist  Elysian  Fields. 
Mitch  (Precious  Pearl)  is  a  smooth, 
impassive  young  man  utterly  dripping  with 
the  ambivalent  sensuality  of  a  teddy-boy  in 
tap  shoes.  Stella  (Lois  Weaver)  has 
readjusted  Kim  Flunter’s  goofy  haircut  and 
become  a  Marilyn  Monroe-wannabe.  Stanley 
(Peggy  Shaw,  also  the  director)  is  a  tough- 
hearted  woman -cum-man  with  a  shaming  set 
of  biceps.  And  Blanche  (Bette  Bourne)  is 
played  as  the  man-cum-woman  our  more 
adventurous  college  professors  always  said 
she  could  be,  a  woman  with  a  past,  a  woman 
with  a  penchant  for  pom-poms.  Vivien  Leigh 
was  sedated  in  the  Streetcar  film;  this 
Blanche  is  by  turns  poignantly  sensitive  and 
as  tough  as  her  Press-On  Nails. 

The  transformation  of  Williams’  characters 
into  gender-bent  entities  outside  narrative  is  a 
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Kind  of  Stranger 

Bloolips  and  Split-Britches  hit  the  road  in  a  gender-bending 
reconstrunction  of  A  Streetcar  Named  Desire 
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Scene  from  Belle  Reprieve 
liberation  for  them  and  the  actors  who 
portray  them.  They  tap-dance,  sing  and  hurl 
(gingerly)  meaty  cultural  references  and 
pastries  at  each  other  in  a  cascade  of 
monologue  and  dialogue  that  sometimes 
plays  like  a  Beat  fugue. 

The  set,  which  consists  of  a  couple  of 
painted  backdrops  (one  is  a  stunning 
evocation  of  a  bathroom  in  the  style  of 
Francis  Bacon),  a  curtain  and  some  crates,  is 
transformed  through  fine  acting  into  a  fully- 
realized  playground  for  intelligent  and 
comprehensible  vaudeville.  It  is  a  small 
production,  but  in  no  way  small-time.  Almost 
everywhere  one  looks  there  is  real  depth  and 
fascination. 

Cross-dressing  is  the  company’s  obvious 
gimmick  for  its  more  obvious  laughs,  but  in 
the  end  it  isn’t  this  surface  business  that  is 
funniest  or  most  interesting.  The  clearly 
confused  sex  roles  draw  us  in,  but  we’re  not 
going  to  be  shocked  anymore  when  we  see  a 
man  of  average  height  walk  on-stage  with  the 
death  of  makeup  and  killer  heels.  Maybe 
we’re  jaded.  So  there  has  to  be  more  than  that 


to  drive  the  play.  No  need  to  worry;  there’s 
plenty. 

Peggy  Shaw’s  Stanley  Kowalski  is 
hard — harder  sometimes  than  Marlon  Brando 
at  his  most  neanderthal.  One  thing  we’ve 
learned  since  the  women’s  movement  is  to 
see  women  as  formidable  in  their  own  right 
and  men  as  potentially  vulnerable,  so  casting 
a  woman  as  Stanley  can  be  a  little  confusing 
at  first.  She  elicits  the  question:“Did  we  love 
Marlon  Brando  because  we  wanted  to  have 
sex  with  him  or  because  we  wanted  to  be 
him?”  Her  answer  depends  on  who  you  are 
and  what  attracts  you;  butch,  femme,  female, 
male  or  some  likely  embodiment  of  the  two. 
Shaw  handles  capably  a  most  difficult  role 
that  requires  her  to  strike  a  few  of  Stanley’s 
hallmark  poses,  play  unrelenting  and 
massively  dependent  tough  guy/“straight” 
man  opposite  a  thoroughly  uncommon  Stella, 
and  sing  “I’m  a  Man”  in  rockabilly  recitative. 
He’s  always  tense.  It's  hard  to  watch.  But  it 
makes  some  kind  of  crazy  sense. 

Bette  Bourne  is  an  extraordinary 
actor — his  portrayal  of  Blanche  is  more  than 


a  gay  guy  with  studio  shoulders  in  a  tacky 
frock,  hoofing  his  way  through  the  Tri  Be  Ca 
avant-garde.  He  is  a  master/mistress  of 
quick-change,  both  of  costume  and  of 
emotional  intensity,  his  few  weaker  moments 
the  half-hearted  delivery  of  the  obvious  jokes 
pulled  from  the  tattered  Louis  Vuitton  of 
earlier  days  of  drag.  As  a  physical  presence, 
nevertheless,  he  can  bourree  with  the  best  of 
them  and  packs  a  mean  port-de-bras. 

Bourne’s  talent  is  for  knowing  how  to 
manipulate  more  significant  resources: 
timing,  the  play  between  the  text  and  the 
moment,  and  the  physical  occupation  of  the 
stage  between  lines.  Drag  is  serious  business 
or  it  is  secondary,  but  when  the  script  lets 
Bourne  trust  himself  (and  the  audience’s 
understanding),  he  is  very  compelling  indeed. 
Tired  old  hyperperceptive  Blanche  has  many 
of  the  most  memorable  lines,  the  second- 
order  ones  (I  won’t  spoil  the  best  by  giving 
them  away — much  depends  on  context)  on 
the  level  of:  “I  have  always  depended  on  the 
strangeness  of  strangers,”  “...I  feel  like  an 
old  hotel...,”  “...I  was  bom  butch;  I  didn’t 
have  to  leam  it  in  theater  school.”  It  is  a 
tender  funny  part  played  well. 

The  revamping  of  Stella  by  Lois  Weaver  is 
schizophrenic  and  riveting.  Weaver  is  a 
velvet-voiced  and  sexy  wife  to  her  needy 
Stanley  and  a  worthy  complement  to  Blanche 
(they  were  cheerleaders  together  in  their 
youth).  Blanche  is  required  to  rise  from  corny 
slapstick  to  soliloquy  in  a  matter  of  seconds. 
Weaver  stoops,  rises,  and  conquers  us 
through  a  meditation  on  Cassandra  with  the 
rhythm  of  a  poet  and  the  distracted 
transfiguration  of  a  seer  addicted  to  sugar. 

Precious  Pearl  may  be  the  most  interesting 
actor  of  the  ensemble,  though,  because  he  is 
so  ephemeral — a  supernatural  Archie  Rice  on 
something  a  little  stronger  than  gin.  It  is  easy 
enough  to  identify  him  with  Mitch  in 
Streetcar,  but  in  fact  he  also  slides  into  the 
role  of  Blanche’s  dead  young  husband  when 
the  impressionistic  mood  requires.  He  is 
simultaneously  and  by  turns  impish,  absurd, 
childlike,  unctuous,  weird,  and  charming. 
Pearl  plays  the  ukelele  well  enough  that  we 
can  take  it  seriously.  His  part  requires  an 
otherworldliness  and  he  delivers  us  a 
cleancut  alien  with  more  than  a  little 
displaced  menace.  He  does  Beckett  and 
Monty  Python  with  equal  skill. 

With  all  the  due  praise  in  mind,  the  piece 

Continued  on  page  7 
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The  Brattle  Theatre 

40  Brattle  Street,  Cambridge 
In  The  Heart  of  Harvard  Square 

(617)  868-3416 
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Opening  Night  Benefit,  Friday,  April  5,  1991 

Come  celebrate  our  Possion  and  our  Power  with  The  Massochusetls 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  A 
Defenders  ond  The  New  Festival. 

5PM  to  7PM  Cocktail  Reception  &  Hots  D'Oeuvres  followed  by  a 
screening  of  your  choke.  Coll  61 7-262-1 565  for  details! 


IHf  NEW  FESTIVAL 

NATIONAL  GAY 

AND  LESBIAN 


(he  Special  Thanks  to  Gay  Community  News  far  their  generosity  and  technical  assistance 
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